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HIPPO PRODUCTS STAMPEDE THE ST 


Professional Series 

HIPPOWORD™ 


The most professional mouse-based word processor available for the ST roars with powerful features: column 
editing, rulers, multiple fonts, boldface, outline, left/right justification. Teams up with HippoConcept™ and 

HippoSpell™ $89*95. Collection of additional HippoFonts™ available separately for $39*95 


Professional Series 

HIPPOCONCEPT™ 

The original ST idea processor organizes mental jungles into better business plans, term papers, proposals, etc. Leads 
you from vague ideas through drafts to clear, well-organized documents. $89*95 



HIPPOSIMPLE ™ Tame masses of information with this powerful, flexible and easy-to-use database. It tracks business contacts, sales 

leads, lists, even manages budgets and accounts payable/receivable. Mouse-based screen editor, 16-level record select, 
sort, merge, data compression, math sum, 10 + programmable commands. $49*95 


- 


HIPPO DISK UTILITIES ™ A herd of powerful disk utilities. Recover deleted or lost files, reconstruct damaged disks, change file attributes and 

edit RAM, files, and track & sectors. Find file, file info, disk info, etc. Floppies and hard disks. On-line info, disk and 
memory map. $49*95 

HIPPOBACKGAMMON™ 

Big game tournament backgammon. Sophisticated A.I. algorithm provides challenging play at beginner to expert 
levels. Learn A.I. theory. Create and edit robot opponents by adjusting hundreds of numbers in the robot’s neurons and 
cortex. Play yourself or watch robots play. Full-color or B&W graphics and doubling cube. $39*95 


HIPPOSPELL™ 

The fastest checker for the ST pounces on misspellings and suggests corrections. Comprehensive word frequency 
stats, 30,000-word dictionary with prefixes and suffixes. User-defined 25,000-word dictionary. Compatible with most ST 
editors and word processors. $39*95 



HIPPC 

j RAMDISK™ This cheetah runs programs up to 100 times faster than floppies and 10 times faster than hard disks. You choose 1K to 

4 megabytes to serve as ultra-fast drive. RAMdisk automatically appears on boot-up. Works simultaneously with floppies 
and hard disks. $34.95 


This exotic collection of information understands English, uses an A.I. parser to think fast and knows over 35,000 
useful, intriguing facts. Answers questions on many diverse topics. A brief sample: toll-free numbers, area codes, time 
zones and other international info, geography, loan calculations, metric conversions, calories, historical and sports 
trivia, and much, much more. $34*95 


HIPPOART I™ A rare collection of full-color masterpiece art. More than 3 0 detailed pictures in over 10 screens. Animals, 

food, nature, business graphics, vehicles, people, etc. Slide show program. Compatible with the ST’s Neo™ 

paint program. $39-95 


HIPPO JOKES Provides fast access to a hyena’s collection of jokes. Insulting jokes, dirty jokes, rude jokes, silly jokes, one-liners, 

& OIJOTES ™ P uns an< * <l uota hons. Searches for specific jokes and quotes by keyword/author. You select jokes with a rating of PG, R or 

^ X. May not be suitable for children. $34.95 


HIPPO EPROM Program your own EPROMs with this versatile Hippo product. Combined hardware and software allow you to read, 

BURNER™ verify and burn most species of EPROMs, including 2764,27128,27256 and 27512. Generates all necessary voltages on 

board; connects to printer port. EPROM cartridge boards available separately. $139*95 


HIPPOCLEAN ™ Disk cleaning kit prevents head wear and protects your data like a mama lion. Kit includes head-cleaning disk, bottle 

of cleaning fluid and instructions. $29*95 


HIPPOPIXEL ™ Create or customize your own sprites and fonts with monkey-like agility.! 

scroll commands. Includes sample fonts and animation sequences. Works i 


JOIN THE HIPPO ATARI SAFARI! 

See your local dealer or contact Hippopotamus. VISA and Mastercard accepted. California residents add local sales tax 
Please include $3.00 for shipping. Allow 1-2 weeks for delivery. 

Price availability and specifications subject to change without notice. Dealer inquiries invited. 


Select size and data format. Resize and pixel 
n color and B&W. $39*95 



mvopottmx 

985 University Ave., Suite #12 
Los Gatos, CA 95030 
(408) 395-3190 


HIPPO COMPUTER 
ALMANAC™ 
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Current Not*« 


D»c*mb*r. 1985 


Editori*1 


Kith this issue, we close out 1985 and the fifth year 
of CURRENT NOTES . And what a year it has been. He have 
seen Atari rise froa the ashes to a position where, not 
only is the coapany profitable once again, but its 
prospects for the future get brighter with each passing 
day. The introduction of the 130XE provided a worthy suc¬ 
cessor to the old 800 line. But a new 8-bit aachine, no 
latter how good, will not carry any coapany very far into 
the future. Atari needed a new flagship and that role has 
fallen to the 520ST, a coaputer well equipped to lead 
Atari back to a stable position in the aarketplace. By 
this tine next year, I think you will find that Jack 
Traaiel will have finally aanaged to shake the gaae-coa- 
puter iaage off the Atari naae and will have established 
Atari as one of the best choices for a coaputer in the 
business, educational, and hone aarkets. 

1985 has also been quite a reaarkable year for CUR¬ 
RENT NOTES . Every aonth has seen a steady rise in reader- 
ship as well as a general upward trend in the size of the 
newsletter (this issue is 52 pages -- a new record). In 
February, I printed 850 copies of the newsletter. This 
aonth, the total print run will be alaost three tiaes that 
nuaber. The growth in club size plus the addition of sev¬ 
eral new clubs have coabined to increase total club aea- 
bership froa 400 in February to about 900 this aonth. At 
the beginning of the year, CURRENT NOTES w as received by 
30 subscribers outside of the Hashington D.C. area. Our 
subscriber list now totals about 230. Coabined UAACE aea- 
bership, therefore, now exceeds 1,100 and extends to all 
but 8 states in the union. 

One aajor reason for our expansion this year has been 
the consistent quality of the newsletter. This suaaer, 
John Dvorak of Infoworld naaed this newsletter as one of 
the top five in the country. In the Atari coaaunity, CUR¬ 
RENT NOTES is being recognized aore and aore as the no. 1 
newsletter for Atari owners. Hhy such a reputation? It's 
not the size of the newsletter or the way the articles are 
foraatted. It's the quality of the contents: the arti¬ 
cles, tutorials and reviews that appear in these pages. 
And that quality cones froa a superb staff of coluanists 
and writers, aany of whoa we could not possibly afford if 
we were paying then, who have given so auch of their tine 
and effort over the past year. As editor, I couldn't be 
prouder of all those individuals who have helped ae fill 
the pages of this newsletter aonth after aonth. 

However, filling the newsletter is only part of the 
job of putting it out. There are a lot of adninistrative 
tasks that go on behind the scenes. Uith the expansion in 
the nuaber of clubs participating in CURRENT NOTES last 
year, it seened that it would be better if the 'publisher* 
of the newsletter were not just one of the clubs. There¬ 
fore, I created HAACE, the Hashington Area Atari Coaputer 
Enthusiasts, and opened a bank account in the naae of CUR¬ 
RENT NOTES . Instead of just splitting expenses, each club 
was expected to pay a fixed price for the issues of the 
newsletter sent to its aeabers. A scheae was devised to 
allow any club that wanted to offset its costs to do so by 
participating in the advertising or sales of the newslet¬ 


ter. The editor of the newsletter was responsible for as¬ 
suring that newsletter costs reaained within the funds al¬ 
located. A letter was sent to each club at the beginning 
of the year outlining the new operating environaent. Each 
club gave its tacit approval and we were off and running. 

For all of this year, UAACE has consisted priaarily 
of ae. Although I have kept in touch with the various 
club presidents, I have had to Bake any and all opera¬ 
tional decisions required during the year. I couldn’t 
turn to any specific body for help because there was no 
foraal structure to UAACE. 

Initially, there really weren't aany decisions to be 
aade. But as the year has gone on, the adninistrative 
burden has grown considerably as has the inportance of de¬ 
ciding just where we are heading. Most readers aren't 
aware of it, but CURRENT NOTES expenses for a single aonth 
are now in the area of $2,000. That's a lot of bookkeep¬ 
ing to keep straight as is our Bailing list of well over 
1,000 naaes. All of the individual clubs have officers 
and appointed helpers to help carry on the activities of 
the club. HAACE has none of that. It can't very well 
have any of that until it foraally exists. 

Therefore, I have called together a coaaittee, con- 
posed of one representative froa each club appointed by 
the club president, that is working on the developaent of 
a charter and organizational structure for HAACE. At the 
aonent, the priaary function of UAACE is to publish C UR¬ 
R ENT NOTES . But what should the price structure be? What 
should we charge dubs? Hhat should we charge advertis¬ 
ers? Hhere should any revenues earned by the newsletter 
go? Questions like these should be decided by soae insti¬ 
tutional body that soaehow reflects the interests of the 
aeabers in each of the participating clubs. The exact 
aakeup of the ‘body’ is one of the things this coaaittee 
will have to wrestle with. 


Publishing a newsletter is clearly an activity where 
econoaies of scale Bean that a central coordinating body 
can do the task better than any individual club. There 
nay, however, be other activities that can also benefit 
froa central coordination. Suppose, for exaaple, we had a 
central HAACE library. Any new disks added to the library 
by any club would autoaatically becoae available to all 
other clubs in the group. How about disk purchases? Buy¬ 
ing blank disks in lots of 1,000 yields a auch better dis¬ 
count than aost saall clubs could every hope to get. 
Questions like these are things the representatives of the 
individual clubs can provide answers for. 


It is ay hope that over the holiday period, a concen¬ 
sus can be reached on how to structure HAACE. The pro¬ 
posal arrived at by this coaaittee will then be taken to 
each participating club for ratification or revision. The 
cooperation that the Hashington area clubs have shown in 
working together to produce this newsletter has inspired 
clubs in several areas of the country to explore the pos¬ 
sibility of doing the saae thing. Perhaps in developing 
the UAACE structure, we can continue to set an exaaple of 
how Atari clubs can work together for the coaaon benefit 


of all their aeabers. 
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Ed 1 t or 


m -t o th* 


sbbbbsbbbbbbbbbbsbbbbbbbbbbsbbbbbbbbbbbb 
Thank You Evaryon*! 

B-.__xssBBBBBSBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBaB 

Joe, 

Hell, here it is, November 11, two days after the Atarifest 
and I aiss the exciteaent already! 

I'a pretty sure that a lot of Atari users in the Hashington 
area will reaeaber Noveaber 9, 1985 as the day we put the 
Hashington area on Atari's 'aap' of extreaely viable aarket 
areas. 

How can they, Atari, show signs of being ignorant of our 
area when the first Atari-coaputer-only show draws upwards 
of two-thousand (2000!) people. Hy low estiaate of 400 (in 
case of low interest) was passed way before noon! And I 
was elated when the high estiaate of 1500 was passed by 
2:30 PH. I don't think anyone could have foreseen the great 
interest shown by everyone at the show. 

First of all, I would like to thank EVERYONE! To Seorgia 
Heatherhead and Diana Burdt, the co-coordinators, a great 
job (if your husbands are still talking to you, tell thea 
thanks!). To Marilyn at the Fairfax County Office of Adult 
and Coaaunity Education, your help and the school 
facilities were treaendous. Joe, thanks for all the great 
publicity offered by the faaous CURRENT NOTES and the HAACE 
group. Jia Parks, John Harable and 6reg Black, the site 
coordinators, everything went very well. The area user 
groups that participated, thanks to all for greeting all 
newcoaers with info, and a saile! (Many newcoaers 
coapliaented us on a job well done.) And last, but defi¬ 
nitely NOT the least, we want to thank the 70 or so people 
that helped during set-up, operations, and clean-up. 

Hithout you, this show would not have worked!!! 

Of course, to all the area stores and those that supplied 
aaterials and support for this endeavor, we thank you!!! 

OSS, ICD, Xlent Software, Fairfax High School Band Boost¬ 
ers, CoapuSreet, HAL Systens, Diskcovery, LIY Electronics, 
Black Patch Systens, Chuck Levin's Hashington Music Center, 
Applied Coaputer Associates, Fairfax Coaputer Products, PC 
Ads, STS Video Supply, and any I aay have aissed(?). Your 
participation helped Bake this show a huge success. But 
please, don't hurt yourself patting yourself on the back... 

By using the resources available to us, we drew a great 
variety of people, both non-owners and owners. Experienced 
and extreae novices. Prograaaers and canned-software 
users. And of course everything in-between. It was great 
listening to everyone exchange a lot of infornation to 
anyone and everyone. I think that this exchange of in- 
foraation is typical of Atari users worldwide! I also 
consider the definite desire to learn as a typical at¬ 
tribute of the Atari user. 


These last two ideas were the aain reason for ay wanting to 
push for soaething like Atarifest, along with the idea of 
showing Atari the viability of the netro area's aarket. 
After the show, I'a sure lots of people now agree with ae. 

I aet and enjoyed talking with lots of people froa both 
near and far. He had people froa Pittsburgh, Harrisburg, 
Norfolk, New Jersey, Hest Virginia, Hestern Maryland and 
who knows where else cone to this first Atarifest. 

Many people have already called to tell ae that they are 
now convinced that ay being optiaistic about the new Atari 
could be the way to go. Hell, since I now have both the 
130XE and 520ST, you can just try and convince ae other- 
wise. But don't waste your breath. 

Hell, again, thanks to everyone that cane, helped and/or 
supported this FIRST Atarifest. Anybody ready for one next 
year? Atarifest '86. That has a nice ring, doesn't it?! 

Terry Hhite, Chairsan 
Atarifest '85. 

B»B»BaBBBBBBBBBBBBBB»BBBBmBB M«»—«■ 

A Vot* for HabaWrit* 

aSBBSSBBBBSBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBXBBBBBBBBBBB 

Greetings: 

....I as writing this letter on ay ST using "Habawrite", 
and after a day or two of learning the ins and outs of it, 

I recoaaend it to anyone who wants a Good Hord Processor 
for the ST. 

The user interface is well thought out, and the few places 
that are duasy are not that inconvenient. I aa sure that 
Haba has put out an advertising flier listing all the fea¬ 
tures. 

I have used hundreds (well, at least 10 or 20) word pro¬ 
cessors ranging froa CP/M's ED through UNIX's EMACS, and 
Habawriter is now ay second favorite. Of course ay fa¬ 
vorite word processor is the one I wrote for ayself, but 
haven't ported to the ST. 

Habawriter IS NOT a progran editor, although it can be used 
as such. It IS a Hord Processor, and has wore than enough 
features for your average ST owner. 

Features that are aissing (or hidden) are things like page 
headers and footers, aulticoluan output and proportional 
spacing. Also, the only printer configuration file sup¬ 
plied is for the EPSON printers. 

I would suggest that people go to the local coaputer stgre 
and play with the deao copy to see if it fits thea before 
buying. Anyway -- gotta run.... 

Steve McIntosh - 
Long Beach, CA 
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ATARI Fans Feast at Fast 
by Jack Holtzhauer 


I couldn’t believe it! Fairfax High’s parking lot 
vas half full uhen 1 pulled in at 9:30 at. All these 
folks couldn’t possibly be wasting a perfectly good 
Saturday to attend NOVATARI’s AtariFest. Could they? The 
event hadn’t received all that auch publicity, had it? 
Are there aore than 500 or so real Atari fans in the 
entire Hetro area? Could half of thea be here? Already? 
The show’s not due to start for another half-hour. I 
couldn’t believe it. 

I grabbed ay Washington Post, cuppa coffee and bag of 
Hardie’s biscuits and started walking towards the aain en¬ 
trance. I hadn’t taken aore than a couple of steps when 
the sonorous voice of a public address announcer wafted 
across the parking lot froa the nearby school stadiua - - 
’BROGAN CARRIED THE BALL TO THE COUGARS 32. BROUGHT SOWN 
BY NUMBER GG - BILLY BOB PLUCKETT. FIRST AND TEN, 
VIKINGS!’. Ah ha! That explains it! These cars don’t 
belong to owners of an $89 coaputer and it’s new XE and ST 
cousins. They belong to good ’ole red-blooded Aaerican 
football fans. What better place to be on a bright Sat¬ 
urday Fall aorning than at the local school field, before 
heading hoae to lean back in the rediner and watch the 
NCAA on TV, a six-pack within easy reach. That’s aore 
like it — puzzle solved! 

But wait a ainute! I’a not the only one walking to¬ 
wards the building. There are several faaily groups in 
front of ae and soae other stragglers coaing froa the 
parking lot. And up ahead a couple of guys are unloading 
coaputer gear froa vans parked near the aain entrance. 
Haybe there will be a few folks here, after all. Let’s 
wait and see. 



A crowd watches the ST do its thing. 


Hbbb. Lots of activity in the long hallway leading 
to the cafeteria where the Fest was to be held. Folks 
pushing handcarts to and fro, those on the way in piled 
high with coaputer stuff. And inside the cafeteria there 
aust be fifty people. A aixed bag ranging froa little 
kids to grandaas, all busily at work preparing exhibit 
areas -- running electrical lines, setting up coaputers, 
stringing cable, stacking aerchandise, hanging posters and 
signs. They even look organized — could they really know 
what they're doing? Maybe this thing will fly! 

Uh oh! Here cones Georgia Ueatherhead! I reaeaber 
her froa the last NOVATARI seating where she was seeking 
volunteers to work at the Fest. She's heading right for 
ae with that *1 need just one aore’ glint in her eye. I 
quickly put on ay ’I’a on ay appointed rounds* expression, 
and steered a sharp change in course towards the refresh- 
aent rooa. I sat down and read the sport section while I 
ate ay white-bagged breakfast, figuring it would probably 
be safe to go back into the aain rooa in a couple of ain- 
utes. 

It was, but there aust have been two hundred people 
in there then, standing a couple deep in front of the ex¬ 
hibit tables strung around the rooa's periaeter. And they 
looked like they were having fun. 

Palaer Pyle was on the PA systea giving away the 
first batch of door prizes. He was to do this every half- 
hour throughout the day -- dozens of Atari T-shirts, back 
packs, and pith helaets; gaae cartridges donated by Black 
Patch Systeas and Applied Coaputer Associates; free sub¬ 
scriptions to PC-ADS; aore gaaes donated by NOVATARI; and 
NOVATARI’s grand prize -- an 800XL. And free for the tak¬ 
ing — a couple hundred CENTIPEDE aobiles and another sev¬ 
eral hundred ATARI gaae buttons. Lots of goodies for ev¬ 
eryone. 

The crowd aust be at least another hundred stronger 
now. Tiae to take a walk around and see what there was to 
see before things really got out of hand. Uhy not start 
near the door and work ay way around the rooa? 

Dave Meyer, his daughter Heather, and a couple of 
other cohorts were working the RECREATI0N/6AMIN6 table. 
Dave was running a video tape featuring a nuaber of popu¬ 
lar Atari gaaes — Star Raiders, Packaan, Astro Chase, 
etc., while Heather was putting soae others thru their 
paces on her 800XL. M. Evans Brooks, NOVATARI’s busy disk 
librarian and CURRENT NOTES coluanist, was hard at work at 
another console"deaonstrating soae of SSI’s wargaae siau- 
lations. A real hit at this booth was a video tape cover¬ 
ing Neal Harris' recent visit to NOVATARI and another 
showing Activenture’s CD ROM deaonstration. Folks were to 
stand four-deep watching that one all day. 

Next door at the LANGUAGES/UTILITIES exhibit Jia 
Stevenson and Ed Seward were deaonstrating ACTION, 
BASICXL, PASCAL, etc., and answering questions regarding 
the features of these popular languages. They were 
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NOVATARI did a hooting business both in new nenberships 
(42 for the day) and in library sales. 


swaaped with questions regarding LOGO posed by the aany 
teachers drawn to the Fest by publicity generated within 
the Fairfax County school systea. Jia was also busy sell¬ 
ing NOVATARI's fine NPX disk prograas, Deep Blue a C' being 
a particular favorite. 

Next in line was the S20ST showcase area. I could 
see Evan Wallace standing back there behind the crowd, but 
1 couldn’t belly-up close enough to see what was going on. 
Haybe on the next circuit. (I never did aake it. Sone- 
body said you needed a visa.) 

On to the PRODUCTIVITY exhibit where Gary Purinton 
and several others were Banning the store. The hit here? 
ATARIURITER PLUS, received just the night before froa our 
favorite coaputer Baker. They were trying to deao PLUS 
while reading the aanual at the saae tiae. They hadn’t 
even seen it till after the show opened. At another con¬ 
sole, Bob Waterfield was running tutorials on Synapse’s 
SYN-SERIES of applications software - CALC, FILE*, etc. 
By the tiae word got around that PLUS was on display, the 
area was grid-locked for the rest of the day. 

Just around the corner was the EDUCATIONAL area under 
the charge of Dianna Burdt, Harvin Bleiberg, et al. A 
covey of XL’s was running all sorts of educational fare 
ranging froa pre-school to college level aaterial. Har¬ 
vin was even using his Atari to display graphs relating to 
pharaacokinetics. Coae on! I can’t believe you've never 
heard that tern before? Everybody knows it relates to the 
‘study of the bodily absorption, distribution, aetabolisa 
and excretion of drugs* (source; Neb. New Collegiate Dic¬ 
tionary - 9th ed). Had it right on the tip of your 
tongue, didn’t you? Doesn't it strike you as strange that 


our favorite ‘gaae aachine* would be used for such an eso¬ 
teric purpose? In any case, Harvin later told ae he’d had 
a good day. He ran into a several graduate aedical stu¬ 
dents who had coae up to the Fest froa Richaond. They not 
only liked his graphs, they even understood thea! Saall 
world! 

The last exhibit table featured the ATARI'S ausic ca¬ 
pability. Working in conjunction with Jia Heard of Fair¬ 
fax Coaputer Products, Steve Steinberg had a couple of 
coaputers up and running various 8-bit ausic prograas. 
But, the hit here was a Casio synthesizer hooked up to the 
520ST’s H1DI interface. This deao drew capacity crowds 
all day. Jia was also showing off the ST’s graphic capa¬ 
bilities using Atari’s ‘freeware* NEOCHROHE prograa. He 
even brought in a professional artist to show folks how 
easy it was to produce attractive graphics screens. I’a 
told the AH16A lost a couple of sales here. 

One of the busiest areas at the Fest was NOVATARI’s 
own table where, while Earl Lilley, Linda Hood and other 
volunteers weren’t signing up new aeabers, they were doing 
a land-office business selling the group’s library disks. 
The folks froa AURA, the only other local users' group 
present, were also putting on a pretty good show. It 
looked to ae as if their participation was well worth 
their effort. 

Vendors, vendors everywhere! A dozen or so. HAL-CQH 
was there deaonstrating their popular COHPUTER-EYES pack¬ 
age. Hike and Linda Barnes froa XLENT Software with their 
fine ‘printware’ products. COHPU-GREETINGS -- coaputer 
foraatted greeting cards. The publishers of PC-ADS. Lo¬ 
cal retailers - PORTSIDE PC, CAL COH, L&Y Electronics, 
Black Patch Systeas, STS Video, Applied Coaputer Associ¬ 
ates, GALFAL Systeas, and, as previously aentioned, Fair¬ 
fax Coaputer Products. Probably soae others I aissed. I 
had a chance to talk to several retailers after the show. 
They appeared to be aore than pleased by the business the 
Fest generated, both on-site and follow-up. Willing to 
try again? You betcha. One even had a good suggestion 
for the next FEST. Why not set up a 'spotlight* area — a 
section with plenty of rooa where deaos of 'hot iteas* 
could be scheduled? Haybe in a hourly rotating cycle of 
presentations? Iteas such as a ausic synthesizer hooked- 
up to the ST's HIDI interface, COHPUTER-EYES, Activen- 
ture's video on the CD ROH, etc. Hakes sense, doesn’t it? 

I closed out ay stay by spending an hour or so sit¬ 
ting-in for Joe Waters at the CURRENT NOTES table, selling 
back-issues, answering questions, and such. We also had 
Atari’s new XH301 nodes on display there. The three aost 
frequent consents? 

1) Jeez, how did they aake it so saall? 

2) Can you use it to down-load? 

3) So, what else is new? 

I didn’t have the answer for the first one. *I’a 
pretty sure* was ay response to the second. I never did 
get a chance to look at the docuaentation. I directed 
those looking for other new Atari products to the PRODUC¬ 
TIVITY area where AW PLUS was on display and also aen¬ 
tioned that deao versions of SILENT BUTLER and HONE PLANE- 
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TARIUN had also cote in fro> Atari the night before. I 
wished the* lots of luck ’cause I had aissed both on *y 
first go-around. 

I never did find SILENT BUTLER, but on »y way out I 
ran across the HONE PLANETARIUM deto. If I understood 
what I saw, I think it allows you to pick any spot on the 
globe, choose your direction and angle of view, and the 
prograa will display the starfield for you for any date 
since the dawn of tiae. Solar tracking, eclipses and 
plotting the progress of Halley’s coaet are also possible. 
You can also use your joystick to zoon in and out, just as 
if you were using a variable focal length telescope. Just 
the thing for star-gazers or budding astronoaers. 

I enjoyed ay visit. I had a chance to talk to aea- 
bers of all the local users’ groups and soae others who 
had coae froa as far South as Georgia and the Carolinas; 
as far North as Pittsburg; others froa Jersey and New 
York. -Host felt the trip aore than worthwhile -- better 
than siailar events they had attended. I guess by the 
tiae I left, at about 1:00 pa, over fifteen hundred 
visitors aust have filtered thru. 

Terry Uhite is NOVATARI’s publicity chairaan. This 
event was his brainchild. Terry, Georgia Ueatherhead, 
Diana Burdt, Marvin Bleiberg, Gary Purinton, and the rest 
of the folks froa NOVATARI put it together. And it 
worked. It worked well. Everybody take a bow! Better 
yet, encore! Next tiae let's spread sawdust on the floor 
and have ballons! Elephants! Dancing girls? 


THE ATARI LEARNING PHONE 
A First Look 
by Dennis McCormick 

The Learning Phone Package allows Atari owners to ac¬ 
cess a subset of a large bank of educational software 
known as PLATO. In addition, the HOHELINK service by Con¬ 
trol Data offers a coabination of aore traditional activi¬ 
ties often available froa inforaation services. 

The Learning Phone systea consists of a cartridge, a 
7G page users guide, several snail brochures and free 
signup certificate. The systea requires an Atari coaputer 
(XE/XL/400/800 with ain 16K RAN) and a nodes (835, 1030, 
XM301, RS-232 aoden via 850 interface, or HPP-1000C). 

The cartridge contains a terainal eaulator prograa, 
designed to send PLATO coanands noraally issued by a Con¬ 
trol Data terainal. It also perforas a nuaber of graphics 
functions in eaulating a PLATO terainal. The touch screen 
function is enulated using the Atari joystick. The car¬ 
tridge nodes prograa is rudiaentary, requiring the user to 
dial the HOHELINK nuaber using a telephone, wait for the 
aodea signal froa the host coaputer and hang up the phone 
so that the user’s aodea can begin operation. A screen 
duap to a printer can be aade at any tine but there seeas 
to be no provision to save an online session to disk. 


Offerings on the HOHELINK systea are selected froa 
aenus. The centerpiece of the PLATO systea is a library 
of alaost 600 education prograns and ganes. A brochure 
with the package lists the titles of prograns available on 
the systea. The following topics are covered (t of titles 
in parens): astronoay (5), aviation (2), biology (11), 
business (14), cheaistry (20), coaputer science (102), 
consuaer credit (4), gaaes (40), general interest (11), 
language (3B), nath (39), eleaentary aath (55), aedicine 
(3), ausic (2), nutrition (16), physics (12), PLATO topics 
(20), safety (11), siaulations (6), social science (3), 
spelling (3), youth (19). A group of soae 70 titles is 
designed for children 4-7 years old. Saaple titles in¬ 
clude aviation ground school, population genetics, for¬ 
tran, PL/1, Trench, Spanish, Boolean algebra, linear ao- 
aentua in collisions, preventing fires, population growth 
and projection, ... 

The HOHELINK systea offers online word processing and 
text storage and well as a graphics processor with the 
ability to print copies of any graphics produced. Docu- 
nents developed using the word processor can be sent to 
other users via HOHELINK’s electronic nail systea. User 
storage can be aanaged while online. The systea also of¬ 
fers a series of Notefiles siailar to the Foruns of Con- 
puserve. Users can list topics of notes left by other 
users and select notes to read. This is the equivalent of 
"browse" and "read" functions in Coapuserve. The HOHELINK 
Notefiles systea is not as powerful as Coapuserve's equiv¬ 
alent but appears to per fora the ainiaua necessary func¬ 
tions. Of course, users nay upload their own notes to the 
Notefiles of HOHELINK. Users nay access the directory of 
HOHELINK users, learn another user's address, and issue a 
page for that user. Hhen (if) the other user answers the 
page, the two can engage in a two way conversation via 
HOHELINK. Conference facilities do not appear to be 
available. 

The systea is available 6pa - 4aa weekdays, 6an - 4aa 
Saturdays, and 6aa-12pa Sundays and holidays (EST). The 
card enclosed in the Learning Phone package waives the 
first year's annual fee (425) and offers one free hour of 
usage. Subsequent billing is at $7.75/hr (300 or 1200 
baud). Online storage is billed at $ .17/day for 19K byte 
blocks. At this tiae, billing can only be aade to aajor 
credit cards. Local phone nuabers are available in aore 
than 150 cities. (The DC area is served by 300 and 1200 
baud nuabers in suburban Maryland). Tor aore inforaation, 
contact PLATO Hoaelink Custoaer Service, P.0. Box 1305, 
McLean, VA, 22102. 


Classified Ads 

aBBBaBSBBSBBBBBS8BBBBSB aBaBsnSBBSSSBBBB8S 

FOR SALE: ATARI 800XL coaputer, 1050 disk drive, 1010 
tape unit, 1027 letter quality printer, joy stick, 
Atariwriter word processor, Synfile+ database, Syncalc 
spreadsheet, Touch typing, Missile Coaaand, ET Phone 
Hone, Galaxian, Canyon Cliaber. Asking $445. Call 
David McCracken, 703-471-4560. 
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THE ATARI XM301 MODEMi 
First Impression* 

Rmvimumd by N*rk Broun 

It has finally arrived: the Atari XH301 Direct-con¬ 
nect, auto-ansver/auto-dial 300 baud aodea that Atari 
proaised! It was to be the telecoaaunications version of 
"Power without the price" and it succeeds! Alaost. 

Eagerly plunking down the full retail price, $43.95, 
at L&Y Electronics, I couldn’t wait to get hone to try it 
out. I literally tore the box apart in anticipation, and 
I wasn’t disappointed! 

Uhat I found was nothing short of fantastic; on top 
was a 50 page aanual for the aodea and its included soft¬ 
ware, XE-Tera (written by Russ Uetaore, the author of 
HoaeTera), free connect tine on Coapuserve, Dow Jones Re¬ 
trieval service, and the Official Airline 6uide and size¬ 
able discounts on the Source and Knowlege-Index. The 
clearly tabled disk for XE-Tera was next, followed by the 
usual warranty card (liaited warranty for 90 days) and the 
aodea itself. 

The aodea is in a plastic box a aere six inches by 
three inches by one inch. It is siaplicity itself; a sin¬ 
gle input-output cable protrudes out the back, a single 
telephone jack gives away the box’s purpose, and a single 
LED is next to the words "Atari XK301 Nodea". There is no 
power cord to worry about, it draws power directly froa 
the coaputer, and no extra ports or switches. There is 
not even an on/off switch; if the coaputer is on, so is 
the aodea. 

Its siaplicity gives rise to siaple installation; 
find a convenient place for it (you can actually hide it, 
there is no real reason to keep it in sight other than to 
show it off), plug the serial input/output (I/O) cord onto 
the end of your I/O chain, and plug a telephone cord into 
the aodea. In less then a ainute I was ready to test out 
the aodea prograa that coaes with it: XE-Tera! 

So I booted up the disk given to ae. I waited ... I 
heard beeps showing that is was loading so I waited ... I 
waited soae aore...Finally the sain aenu caae up! XE-Tera 
is a very large prograa! At the top of the screen I was 
told I had 14752 bytes in ay buffer, and a functions aenu 
(cleverly tabled "Functions aenu") told ae I had several 
options. I could send or receive XMODEM, capture or up¬ 
load text, go to a file utilities sub-aenu, see a disk di¬ 
rectory, go to DOS, or dial a nuaber. I pressed the "D" 
key to dial a nuaber. 

Lo and behold a aenu popped up in the aiddle of the 
screen, partially overlaying the old! Macintosh like! I 
was told I could type in a telephone nuaber froa the key¬ 
board, log on (a aysterious aode to those who don’t read 
the aanual), set the auto-answer node, and change froa 
tone to pulse dialing. I could also type the nuabers one 
through five to dial one of five prograaaable nuabers. 
not bad! I quickly prograaaed all five nuabers to local 
boards, tediously being asked if I wanted to save the con¬ 
figuration to disk each tiae (so next session you'll have 
the nuabers back), and dialed one up. 


Experiaenting with XE-Tera, I found out that aost ev¬ 
erything works beautifully; dialing telephone nuabers is 
no problea, capturing and uploading text is easy, and the 
file utilities are standard and useful. The only problea 
is that I couldn't get it to upload or download using the 
Xaodea protocol. Using the local bulletin boards in the 
Washington DC area, I found that when I downloaded soae- 
thing, 1 got a file the exact length as the oqe sent, but 
I didn’t get the saae file. Soaewhere in there bytes 
regularly got added, deleted, or changed; I’a not sure 
which, all I know is that it didn’t work. I couldn’t up¬ 
load a file to another coaputer, period. The atteapt was 
aade, but errors occurred every tiae, aborting the upload. 

I decided it was tiae to read the docuaentation to 
see if I was doing soaething wrong. It seeaed that I was 
doing what the aanual called for, but I just couldn’t get 
it to work. The aanual, however, did show that the aodea 
had technical specifications on a file on the disk. So I 
glanced over it (copying it froa the file to the printer) 
and it looked vaguely farailier. As a natter of fact it 
alaost airrored the "Unleashing the 1030 Modea" article in 
the August ’85 Antic aagazine. Has this aodea 1030 
coapatible? 

Yes! I tried aany terainal prograas written for the 
1030 and those that require the handler to be booted up 
seperately worked great! (The nethods for loading up the 
handler differ froa the XH301 and 1030). The faulty XE- 
Tera was replaced with Aaodea 7.1. Uploads and downloads 
worked perfectly and I have been satisfied ever since. 

Now for the troubles. The XH301 proaised auch and 
delivered aost, but nothing is perfect. 

As explained earlier XE-Tera is a nice terainal prc- 
graa, but nothing to brag about when coapared to soae of 
the public doaain prograas. The fact that I couldn’t get 
it to upload or download added to its barely adequate five 
nuaber telephone directory Baking XE-Tera pale in coapari- 
son to soae of the public doaain prograas out. Thank¬ 
fully, aost of those prograas will work on the XH301, al¬ 
leviating that problea. 

The XH301’s siaplicicty also aakes it a pain; you 
have to buy another phone cord and possibly a phone line 
splitter if you plan to use a telephone with the aodea. 
The fact that it has to be at the end of the serial chain 
aeans that it can’t be used with the old cassette 
recorders (a genuine concern for soae) and aeans a real 
aess if you add soaething like another disk drive to the 
aiddle of the chain. 

And the worst coaplaint of all; the auto-answer does 
not work. No aaount of trying could get the little box to 
answer the phone. Those of you intending to set up bul¬ 
letin boards with this low cost aodea should wait a while 
until this particular bug is ironed out. 

Suaaary . So in conclusion, I would have to say that 
the XH301 is an excellent buy. As it is, it is the best 
value in aodeas on the aarket; $49.95 buys a lot of power. 
However, if you don’t need a new aodea right away, it Bay 
pay to wait a little while until soae of the probleas I 
encountered are ironed out. Patience is a virtue. 
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ATARIWRITER PL_USa A Sneak Preview 

by Jack Hoitzhauer 


The day before NOVATARI’s AtariFest, Joe Waters 
opened a package froa the Atari Corp. Inside were a num¬ 
ber of goodies Atari had forwarded for deao purposes at 
NOVATARI's affair, including a copy of ATARIWRITER PLUS. 
Joe asked ne to do a short "first iapressions" article on 
it, so I picked it up yesterday and aa using it as this is 
being written. 

ATARIWRITER PLUS, first announced at last Winter's 
Vegas CES, has been a long tiae in coaing. Has it been 
worth the wait? Probably, although it nay fall short of 
soae folks’ expectations. How does it differ froa the 
current version of this popular word processor? Function¬ 
ally both products are alaost the saae. If you're fanil- 
iar with ATARIWRITER, using PLUS will be a snap. Hajor 
differences? For 130XE owners, aeaory capacity has been 
increased to 46.SK - enough for about 32 double-spaced 
pages. There are several other new bells and whistles in¬ 
cluding, to ay personal delight, software supported dou- 
ble-coluan printing. 

Inasauch as this is not supposed to be a full-blown 
review and aost readers are faailiar with the original 
product, I’ll just concentrate on differences between the 
two. First of all, PLUS is disk-based. The prograa disk 
is double-sided, the standard version on the face and the 
XE version on the flip side. A second disk containing the 
PROOFREADER dictionary is also supplied (aore on this 
later). The 66-page aanual is well written but lacks an 
index. No cue card is supplied, but all coaaands are 
listed in a "quick reference* section in the rear of the 
aanual. 

Hain Henu and 1/0 Operations : The aain aenu screen 
will be faailiar to all AtARtWRITER users, but two new 
functions allow you to load the PROOFREADER and HAILHER6E 
nodules (aore later). You can also get a directory list¬ 
ing on both drive one and tuo. Score one! And guess 
what? The filenaaes on those aulti-file disks don’t 
scroll off the top of the screen while you're trying to 
read then. The first 38 files are listed in a double-col- 
uan foreat. The rest are accessed with tap on the RETURN 
key. Score another! And at the bottoa of the directory 
screen is a sub-aenu allowing you to load, delete, or save 
a file while the directory is right there in front of you. 
Score another! 

Disk foraat coaaands can be directed to either drive 
one or two (Atari’s enhanced density is forced if the sys- 
tea is booted with a 1050 drive). By the way, all I/O 
coaaands now accept wild-cards. Score two aore! 

The only other new feature on the aenu screen is the 
global foraat function. Uhen accessed it shows all the 
default foraatting settings - top aargin, type font, jus¬ 
tification, etc. You know, all those funny syabols you’re 
used to seeing on the top line of the edit screen. You 
can aake any desired changes then and there. Score an¬ 
other! 


Uhen first accessing the PRINT coaaand froa the aenu 
screen, you are allowed to choose printer-drivers froa any 
one of seven Atari aodels (825, 1025, 1027, 1020, 1029, 
and the new XNH 801 and XDH 121), the Epson FX-80, IDS Hi- 
croprisa 480, Juki 6100, or a custoa driver created with 
the printer-driver nodule (see below). Score another! 

You are also allowed to "print* to devices other than 
your printer - to either drive or to RS232 ports R1 thru 
R4. 

Edit Screen and text entry? Pretty auch the sane, 
but there are a couple of very helpful new features. PLUS 
allows you to foraat the edit screen up to 249 colunns 
wide. Using elite font? Set your colunns to 96. Con¬ 
densed? Set then to 132. ’Course you can only view 40 
colunns at a tiae - as you advance towards the right edge 
of the screen the text scrolls off towards the left. Even 
so, this is a boon to anyone who has tried to coluanize 
text using the current version. Score one! You can also 
switch froa INSERT to TYPE0VER node for aaking correc¬ 
tions. Score another! 

Cursor Noveaent ; Only one change here. PLUS allows 
you to advance or backspace by word, but the two-fingered, 
two-handed keystroke required (SELECT/LEFT or RIGHT ARR0H) 
is awkward. Score a half-point. 

Block Operations ; Three new functions. PLUS allows 
you to alphabetize a list of words or phrases. This night 
be useful in soae situations (index listings, etc.). 
Score a half point. PLUS also allows you to obtain a word 
count on your entire text or any portion thereof. Score 
one! You are also allowed to SAVE a designated block of 
text. Score another half point. Other block functions - 
DELETE, HOVE and DUPLICATE are essentially unchanged. The 
failsaife buffer in the XE versions approxiaates 8K; in 
the non-XE version to the reaaining free bytes. 

Starch and Replace ; About the sane, but keystroke 
sequences are different. You aay search for a control 
character, use "?* as a wildcard in your search string, 
search upward froa the current cursor position, and search 
without having to respond to a REPLACE query. Score one! 

Type Fonts and Eabedded Printer Control Codes : The 

current version of ATARIWRITER provides the user with 
three "default* type fonts - pica, condensed and propor¬ 
tional - those accessible thru the "6" coaaand. PLUS adds 
three aore - elite, superscript and subscript, the latter 
two daiaed to be useable only with Atari’s new XHH801 
printers (they produce condensed super/subscript on ay Ep¬ 
son coapatible Panasonic 1092, just as intended). Both 
superscript and subscript are, of course, still available 
using the SELECT/UP-DOWN ARROW sequences. Actually, PLUS 
allows you to set up as nany as nine "default* fonts using 
its printer-driver utility (see below). An "eaphasized" 
or "bold" coaaand is provided, and you can access the in¬ 
ternational character set on your printer, if it has one. 
As in the original version, eabedded printer control codes 
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are accepted. Score three for the new "default" fonts and 
one tore for the other new touches! 

Print Formatting : All the standard print formatting 
features reaain unchanged - centering text, headers, jus¬ 
tification, line spacing, page numbering, automatic sec¬ 
tion heading, etc., etc. But PLUS adds one additional 
feature I mentioned above - software supported double col¬ 
umn printing. As far as I'm concerned, this feature is 
worth the cost of upgrading! And both colunns are pre¬ 
sented side-by-side on the preview screen. Score several! 

Memory Management — 130XE : As I nentioned above, 
the f30XE version of PLUS can handle 46K+. The prograa 
achieves this by bank-switching three blocks of text each 
handling 15,872 bytes, the aaount shown as "free" when you 
first access the edit screen. As you approach the capac¬ 
ity of the first bank of 15K+ you aust issue a command to 
"force* the switch to the second bank. The switch is not 
done automatically, although SAVing from and LOADing to 
all three banks is handled by the prograa. 

File Compatibility : ATARIHRITER PLUS files are com¬ 
patible with those produced by the original version and, 
absent control codes, with text files produced by other 
word processors compatible with DOS 2.0 or DOS 2.5 

Printer Driver Module s PLUS provides a printer- 
driver module which at lows you to construct a custom 
driver for your specific printer. You’re required to in¬ 
put all those nasty control codes needed to toggle your 
printer’s carraige return, backspace, reverse line feed, 
etc., functions. But it's easy to use and you can iden¬ 
tify as many as nine different type styles using this fea¬ 
ture, all of which can be accessed using the "6n" command. 
For example, you can set-up "63* to be emphasized double¬ 
strike pica, "64" to be condensed superscript, *65" to be 
NLQ elite, and so forth. Score several! 

Hail Merge Module : This module allows you to set-up 
a simple database which can be accessed from the main pro¬ 
gram. It can be useful in printing form letters, address 
labels, etc. You can use the "default" format or con¬ 
struct a custom version , but both are limited to 255 fif¬ 
teen-field records. Although records can be deleted or 
edited, they cannot be sorted or accessed on a random ba¬ 
sis. You can only page forward, or page back. 

By inserting an OPTION/H (replaces the old OP¬ 
TION/INSERT) key sequence anywhere in your text, followed 
by the number of the database field desired, data can be 
extracted from the database and automatically inserted 
into your text material during the printing process. 
Score a couple sore! 

Proofreader Module : The PROOFREADER module is loaded 
from the Main Henu and utilizes a separate dictionary disk 
containing some 36,000 words. It can be used to check the 
spelling of most common words in your text material, pro¬ 
viding you the option of making corrections as needed, or 
send a list of possible errors to your printer. You can 
also access the dictionary when you’re not certain how to 
spell a given word, although some disk switching is in¬ 
volved. Baking an inquiry on the string "fil", for exam¬ 


ple, gave me a list of fifty-five words beginning with 
those three letters. How quickly does PROOFREADER func¬ 
tion and what types of words does it fail to recognize? 
I’ve just asked for a list of possible errors in the pre¬ 
ceding 1280 words in this article. It took six minutes to 
complete the process and gave me a list of sixty-three 
possible errors, many of which were repetitive occur¬ 
rences. Among the words it didn’t like were ATARIHRITER, 
filenames, keystroke, pica and, surprisingly, font. 

The PROOFREADER module also allows you to construct a 
personal file of frequently used words not found in the 
standard dictionary - words like ATARIHRITER, filenames, 
keystroke, pica and font, which can be to added to the 
current database. Now, if they would only add a the¬ 
saurus. Score five. 


This "short* article has gone on for nearly two 
pages. It’s time to sum up. There’s no question that AH 
PLUS is a major improvement over the original version. 
Its new I/O, editing, formatting and printing features, 
combined with its built-in spelling checker, mail merge 
and printer-driver utilities make it an attractive package 
if properly priced (under $50.00?). How does it stack up 
with BI’s PAPERCLIP? I’ve never used the latter, but from 
what I’ve read AH+ is probably not as full-featured. But, 
AH+ does have one thing going for it. Very simply stated 
- it’s easy to use! If marketed properly by software ven¬ 
dors, that single consideration should sway many a poten¬ 
tial buyer. 



A Gift Suggestion 

For your favorite personal computer us 


A SUBSCRIPTION TO PC-ADS 
MAKES A WONDERFUL 
HOLIDAY GIFT ! 


! call 670-1777 weekdays 8:00am-noon for a FREE 

sample copy or information. 

% 6 mo. (12 issues) only $6 - 1 yr. (24 issues) $10 
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Christmas Specials 


from Innovative 


Now 19.11 


Regular $ 1 9.95 

Offer expires January 3, 1986 at 1 .56 AM ESI. 


.oms^hous 

cute mouse dust cover 

$1.21 OFF! 

Limited to stock on hand Expires January 3, 1 986 


cartridge from Atari 


Now $24.22 


Regular $49.95 

Limited to stock on hand Expires January 3, 1 986. 


moms® 

'cool' for any mouse 


$1.21 OFF! 

Limited to stock on hand Expires January 3 , 1986 


joystick from Suncom 


Regular $12.95 Sdl G $7.2 

limited to one per customer. Expires January 3, 1986. 


Wico joystick 

Extern sioim copcO. 


for any printer 


FREE 


with purchase of 


anu Wico joustick for Atari 

Limited to stock on hand Offer exjpir «V.A*.?.. 


50% OFF! 

Limited to stock on hand Expires 1 -3-86 at 3 34 AM. 

ind.cartFidgi© 


from Atari 

50% OFF! 


Club members 
only! 


Buy any two cartridge programs from Atari and 
get 50SS off our regular price on the cartridge 
which cost the least Offer expi res 1-3-86. 




Coupons ore for dud members. Bring .your issue of Current mtes with pour mailing tobei ottacfed MernjXmos 

Diskcouer u 

Seven Corners Center 
Route 7 and 50 
Falla Church, UR 22044 
(703) 536-5040 

'"loupe known us since i 979 " 
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by Jmck 

(MIC Publishing he., Cop fright 1985. Reprinted bf 
pernission.l 

Tramiel Puts CD ROM on Hold 

Noveaber 21, 1985. Las Vegas, NV -- Jack Traaiel, 
president of Atari, told ANTIC today that Atari will not 
release a CD RON player for the ST until aanufacturer’s 
prices drop. He saw no release of the aassive storage 
peripheral for the ST in the iMediate future. CD RON 
players by Phillips and Hitachi were on display for IBH 
and Apple II, priced $1,500 and up, at the Grolier booth, 
publishers of the first and still only CD RON software, 
the Electronic Encyclopedia ($199). CD RON on the Atari 
ST is to be deaonstrated at the NGN Grand tonight, but not 
by Atari. 

Traaiel, when asked about the noticeable absence of 
the CD RON at the Atari exhibit, said that until he could 
find lower prices for the basic driver nechanisa, he would 
not sell the aachine. "I will never release it for higher 
than $600," he said. 

He went on to say that consuaers are used to paying 
$199 for CD audio digital disk players. Hhy should they 
pay $1000 for the saae aechanisa just because it’s a CD 
RON? "I’a definitely not willing to lose aoney.* 

Traaiel felt that the CD RON would be a big boost to 
the personal coaputer industry in general, but he felt no 
coapulsion to be the first coapany to release it. Hhen 
asked again when he thought he aight have one ready, he 
replied, "You’ll have to guess and I’ll have to know." 

Traaiel also avoided setting a specific date for when 
the GEN operating systea for the Atari ST would be placed 
in RON. But he said it was a "natter of days, not 
aonths." Also, despite the current disagreeaent between 
Apple Coaputer and Digital Research regarding the 
appearance of the GEN desktop, Traaiel stated the ST 
desktop would not alter in appearance. Atari, he said, 
was working with DRI and their attorneys and he saw no 
probleas down the line. DRI, Traaiel said, has 
indeanified Atari. 

Several hard disks were being used at the Atari 
exhibits -- including at the ANTIC display. Richard 
Frick, Atari Marketing Director - Software, was handing 
thea out to the exhibitors like candy. ANTIC Narketing 
Director, Gary Yost, described his experience adding the 
hard disk to his deaonstration systea. "It was 
incredible. I brought the whole thing up and partitioned 
it in fifteen ainutes. It usually takes an hour to do 
this on an IBN. I aoved ten disks of our deaonstration 
files to the hard disk with no problen." 

According to Traaiel, hard disks are currently being 
shipped to developers and he expects thea to be available 
to the end user by the first quarter of 1986. No fira 
price has been set, but he hoped to keep it under $600. 
(The night before, Saa Traaiel told a group of over forty 


Pouml1 

develpers that a $699 20-aegabyte hard disk would be 
shipping to retailers by the last week of Deceaber, or the 
first day of January.) 

Traaiel was very pleased by the reception his ST was 
receiving, both at C0H0EX as well as globally. "He have 
over 1,000 developers worldwide." He also said he expects 
total sales of the ST, by year-end to reach 100,000, 
worldwide. Sales, he said, are strongest in Geraany. He 
asked hia what he attributed that to, and he said, 
"Obviously, the 6eraans are saarter buyers." 

Traaiel was also proud of the fact that the 520 ST 
had becoae, during the aonth of October, the nuaber one 
selling personal coaputer in 6eraany. In addition, a poll 
of 12 European coaputer aagazines hailed the 520 ST as the 
PC of the year. 

Borland Buys ST'S 

Sig Hartaan, President of Software at Atari, 
confiraed that Borland International, developers of the 
phenoaenally successful Turbo Pascal, had just purchased 
three 520 ST’s. "Borland is coaaitted to write software on 
the ST," said Hartaan 

A top Atari official at one of CONDEX’s aany 
nocturnal parties, told us that Philippe Kahn, president 
of Borland, after returning froa the October Hunich 
Coaputer show, went directly to Atari and handed over a 
check for three ST’s. Hartaan went on to say that the 
iaportant thing Atari was deaonstrating at COMDEX was the 
obvious show of support by third-party software 
developers. And the forty-plus developers at C0NDEX were 
just the tip of the iceberg, "He have wore than 800 
developaent systeas out right now." 

Hichael Katz, ex-president and CEO of EPYX software, 
and Atari’s brand new president of the Entertainaent and 
Electronics Division, described Atari’s upcoaing Christaas 
advertising strategy. 

Starting Deceaber 1st, each ST sold will include a 
free giveaway package of five pieces of software, to 
include BASIC, LOGO, a gaae called Hegaroids, a word 
processor and a database. The identity of the last two 
iteas has not yet been decided upon. 

Hore iaportantly, Atari plans to blitz the Christaas 
advertising scene with a "co-operative* advertising 
caapaign. Advertising print pieces have been designed by 
Atari to be Bade available to local retailers for the 
Christaas season. Atari will place the ads in soae 
publications, but the sane advertiseaents will be 
available to retailers for local placeaent. During a 
period froa Deceaber 1st to Deceaber 31st, Atari Corp. 
will reiaburse up to SOX of the dealer’s cost of placing 
these ST ads. 
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ST Ulor 1 d 
by Joe Meters 


COMDEX '85 

A lot of potential ST owners have chosen to sit on 
the sidelines waiting for the appearance of appropriate 
software before actually juaping on the ST bandwagon. 
Well, friends, it looks like you can now juap safely. 
Atari devoted its floor space at the aassive, seventh an¬ 
nual COHDEX (COHputer Dealer EXpo) alaost entirely to dis¬ 
pelling the notion that there is no software available for 
the new S20ST coaputer. I counted about three dozen dif¬ 
ferent coapanies proudly displaying their newly released 
(or soon to be released) ST products. When Santa Clause 
brings that new ST for Christaas, your biggest problea is 
not going to be finding prograas, it’s going to be decid¬ 
ing which software to buy! 

I aa writing this coluan while COHDEX is still in 
progress ( CURRENT NOTES is already late in getting to the 
printer) so the whole story of this year's show isn’t coa- 
plete yet. In addition, I siaply don't have the space to 
cover in any detail all the coapanies and prograas that 
were on display. So let ae just pass on soae general ob¬ 
servations and a quick overview of soae of the products I 
was particularly iapressed with. 

The thrust of ST developaent work is centering on the 
ST as a personal productivity aachine. Although there 
were soae delightful new entertainaent prograas being 
shown, these were in the ainority. Prograaaers will find 
an abundance of coaputer languages and prograaaing aids. 
Business users will find aany variants of their standard 
tools (word processors, spreadsheets, and databases). 
Other professional users, such as accounts, engineers, ar¬ 
chitects, etc, will be delighted to see software coning 
out with their specific needs in aind. The ST is siaply 
too powerful to be used only for entertainaent. 

Not all ST products are being released by bright 
young prograaaers seeking to aake their fortune. A very 
large nuaber of prograas are being introduced by nature 
software coapanies that are porting their prograas over to 
the ST or developing whole new prograas to take advantage 
of the ST's unique features. You still won’t see soae of 
the higher-priced coapanies froa the IBH world (Lotus, 
Ashton-Tate, Microsoft, etc.) rushing to put their pro¬ 
graas on the ST — the lower prices required to sell in 
the ST aarket would have a detriaental iapact on the pric¬ 
ing structure enployed in the profitable HS-DOS aarket. 
But you can expect the firas that have pioneered low 
prices in the IBH world, such as Borland International and 
DAC Software, to release ST versions of their products and 
do quite well. 

So such for generalities. Just what was there? Here 
are soae highlights. 

Spreadsheets. The long awaited VIP Professional had 
finally shipped the week before COHDEX and was proudly on 
display with finished packages ready to go. Dan Nelson, 


the product aanager for VIP, tried to show ae the great 
aanual provided with this LOTUS look-a-like, but I wasn’t 
particularly interested. The aanual nay, indeed, be 
better than the one provided by Lotus but the fact that 
VIP was code-coapatible with 1-2-3 aeant that I, like aany 
other users, siaply won’t need a aanual. Just boot up the 
prograa, and once in the faailiar 1-2-3 setting, siaply 
start working. IBH users nay find an additional bonus. 
It was the speed of execution which helped propel 1-2-3 
ahead of the coapetition in the IBH world. Dan daiaed 
that VIP on the ST was not only coapatible with Lotus, but 
faster! 

VIP wasn’t the only spreadsheet available. Kuaa Coa- 
puters Liaited was deaonstrating A-CALC which will be 
aarketed by Antic. The Kuaa rep daiaed that only a final 
round of quality assurance testing, was needed before the 
prograa was officially released. 

Integrated Packages . Two other spreadsheet prograas 
were announced as part of integrated packages. Rising 
Star announced seven nodules for the ST: RSI Spreadsheet, 
RSI 6raphs (business graphics), RSI Draw (coaputer-aided 
design), RSI Paint, RSI Scheduler, and RSI Husic (single 
track HIDI sequence recorder). The ausic prograa provided 
attendees with audio entertainaent as they surveyed RSI's 
products. RSI has been a aajor developer of software for 
the Epson line of coaputers. 

The other integrated package, called SoftPac, was in¬ 
troduced by Softronics Coaputer Systeas, a aajor producer 
and narketer of vertical aarket software for the IBH PC 
and other coaputers. Besides the spreadsheet prograa 
(SoftCalc), SoftPac includes a word processor (SoftWrite), 
database aanageaent (SoftBase), coaaunications (SoftCoaa), 
and coaputer aided design (SoftDraw). Steve Hansen, the 
president of Softronics, told ae that, the day before the 
show opened, a distributor purchased 60,000 copies of the 
package. At least soaebody expects a lot of STs to showup 
in the aarketplace! 

Database Prograat . AtariSoft and Stoneware jointly 
introduced a new (as yet unnaaed) filing systea for the 
ST. Soae readers nay recognize Stoneware as the conpany 
that produces DB Haster, a high-perfornance database 
aanageaent systea in the MS-DOS aarket. Stanley Crane, 
the author of DB Haster, gave ae a quick deao of the Atari 
filer. He had a saaple nailing list database of 1,000 
naaes indexed on the last nane. Gee, that was getting 
close to the size of the database CURRENT NOTES has to 
contend with. I asked hia to sort the database on the zip 
code field — a task that would take SynFile on the 800 
about an hour (I’a guessing here since I long ago gave up 
trying to aaintain our nailing list in SynFile). On a 
COMPAQ with a hard disk using dBASE III, the sort takes a 
little over two and a half ainutes. On the ST? I had to 
ask Stan to sort it twice since I wasn't paying enough 
attention the first tine -- it only took 2.5 seconds! 
Obviously, everything was done in RAH and so there is a 
Unit to the size of database the prograa can handle, but 
I was iapressed nonetheless. 

Interested in a core powerful, but still user- 
friendly database package? Paul Heckel, author of The El- 
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ements of Friendly Software Design, and president of 
QuickView Systems was demonstrating a new 'software 
metaphor* called ZOOHRACKS. This product is really a 
database aanageaent system in disguise. Picture a rack of 
cards, such as at a time-clock when workers have to punch 
in and out. You can only see the first line of each card, 
but if you pull the card out, you will see much more in¬ 
formation. That is the concept upon which Zooaracks is 
built. Hove your cursor down to a name and click. Now 
you see the entire card. To give Paul a little test, I 
asked him to reindex a sample mailing list database, where 
cards were listed by last name, to a list based on the 
state code. The state code was on the fourth line of the 
card nixed in an alphanumeric filed with a city, i.e. 'Las 
Vegas, NV*. Guess what. Paul was able to build a macro 
on the fly that split off the state abbreviation from the 
city, moved it to a separate, newly created field, re¬ 
peated this process on the entire database, and then 
sorted on that field. Now! This simple rack concept has 
much more power in the product than a first glance would 
reveal. 

You say you have already spent two years becoming fa¬ 
miliar with dBASE II and aren’t interested in learning an¬ 
other database program. Lucky you. You have several 
options on the ST. Holmes A Duckworth were showing the 
current version of H A D Base (to be released in mid- 
December). HAD Base is command file compatible with 
dBASE II. If you know dBASE, just boot up this program 
and start working; all your dBASE commands will work just 
as they did on your CP/H or HS-DQS system. (If your are a 
developer, you have an added bonus. Since HAD Base is 
merely an extension of the HA D Forth language system 
under which it was developed, the full range of unique 
Atari 520ST capabilities, including windows, menus, dialog 
boxes, etc. is available. Your dBASE programs can tap 
into the 6EH environment! 

Owners of the ATR-8000 will love another option. You 
nay already have dBASE II running under CP/H on your 
ATR8000. No problem. Just boot up the CP/H Emulator 
Program on your ST and now you can run your entire CP/H 
library! (Of course you’ll have to transfer the programs 
to the ST’s 3.S inch disk format.) Not only can you use 
the commands you are familiar with, you can use the sane 
program. The CP/H Emulator was not officially 
demonstrated at COHDEX, but Frank Nagle, head of the Bay 
Area Atari Users 6roup, managed to get a sneak preview 
from one of the Atari reps. Frank said the program had no 
trouble booting up WordStar and running it, in fact, 
running it faster than on his own native CP/H system! 

Besides the above programs, and the ones announced in 
the integrated packages, Hippo had already shipped Hippo 
Simple, a 'powerful, flexible and easy-to-use database,' 
BHB CompuScience was demonstrating The Hanager, 'a full- 
featured database manager with on-screen forms and report 
writer*, Regent Software announced Regent Base, *a full 
function relational database program* available by Febru¬ 
ary, and OH I Inc announced dbONE, another database pro¬ 
gram claimed to be 100 percent compatible with dBASE 11 
files. 


Word Processors . Several word processors were al¬ 
ready out for the ST before COHDEX. STWriter (no where 
visible at COHDEX) had been released 'free* by Atari and 
HabaWriter, by Haba, and Final Word, by Hark of the Uni¬ 
corn, were already on store shelves. I was able to see 
HabaWriter for the first tine at COHDEX and also saw a 
demonstration of the new Regent Word as well as Regent 
Spell programs. For those of you who like the what-you- 
see-is-what-you-get word processors, this one’s for you. 
In previewing text, not only are boldface and underline 
shown in the preview, but elongated text is actually shown 
on the screen in double width and both super- and sub¬ 
script are displayed just as they would appear on your pa¬ 
per. Regent Word, written by the developers of Atari- 
writer and Atariwriter Plus, also supports elongated, un¬ 
derlined etc. in their print preview. Poor spellers in 
the audience will certainly appreciate Regent Spell. Not 
only does it find the errant spelling (and show it to you 
in context), but it will give you 10 suggested correct 
spellings. It comes with a dictionary of 30,000 words 
which you can expand to 60,000 words. Both Regent Word 
and Spell are available now. And, finally, if you can’t 
type as well as you’d like, you can always pick up Typing 
Tutor (including Word Invaders) by Academy Software to get 
your typing speed up to snuff. 

Other word processors announced (although not neces¬ 
sarily demonstrated) were PaperClip and HonePak by Batter¬ 
ies Included, Hippo Word, Hippo Concept, and Hippo Spell 
by Hippopotamus, Word Whiz by Oxxi Inc., SoftUrite by 
Softronics, First Word by 6ST, and Word Processor by Spin¬ 
naker. For those interested in typesetting, Typesetter ST 
was demonstrated by Xlent and Andra/ST, a document proces¬ 
sor for laser printers and FX80 compatibles, was announced 
by TDI Software. 

Lanjiuantm. If you have an inclination to do some 
programming, there will be more than enough langugages to 
choose from. Right now, you can use Atari’s development 
package (C and assembler), ST BASIC (only recently re¬ 
leased), or ST L060. Haba has released Hippo C and the 
Dragon 6roup has 4xForth. At COHDEX, TDI was selling 
their Hodula-2/ST package, HAD were showing their Forth 
package, ANTIC had the HETA Hacro Assembler and was also 
demonstrating A-SEKA, a 68000 ram-resident assembler from 
KUMA, and Philon was showing their basic interpreter, 
Henry, with a compiled version on the way. Further C com¬ 
pilers are coming from 6ST and Lattice. Prolog will be 
available from OSS and Fortran from Philon while Pascal 
programmers will be able to choose among products from 
HETA, OSS, Philon, Prospero, and TDI. 

Programming aids , such as ran disks and disk utili¬ 
ties were in abundance from a variety of producers. 
HichTron in particular now has a full scope of programming 
utilities including H-Disk (a ran disk), Soft Spool (a 
printer spooler), Hichtron Utilities (examine A repair 
disk files), HI-Dupe (backup disks), and H-Copy (speed up 
disk duplication). If you really like to examine, in de¬ 
tail, your disk files, you’re certainly in luck; you can 
now choose from the Disk Doctor from Antic, Toolbox (Vol. 
One) from HAD, Disk Utilities from Hippo, and Personal 
Diskit from OSS. 
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Other Software . I wish I could go on about the rich 
variety of new entertainnent and speciality software in¬ 
troduced at COMDEX, but 1 fear that if I tried, this issue 
of CURRENT NOTES would never get finished. In the nonths 
ahead, we will have atple opportunity to acquaint you with 
the best of each category. 

Hardware. This was primarily a software show. Atari 
announced no new hardware products. However, there were 
several coapanies using Atari hard disk drives in their 
deaonstrations. I was told that these 20-aegabyte hard 
disks were being shipped to developers who had then on or¬ 
der. Indeed, the backlog of orders was just about filled. 
Retail channels will see these 20-aeg drives by the end of 
the year. There will be no 10-aeg drives, but a 30-aeg 
drive nay also be available. 

Atari has decided not to produce a color printer for 
the ST. Why? Because Okidata had a color printer on dis¬ 
play aade specifically for the ST. And the quality of the 
color pictures? Certainly aaong the best I’ve seen pro¬ 
duced anywhere! I was sorry I had to leave before getting 
to the Qkidata booth to ask soae snore about this narvelous 
printer. 

How about TOS in RON? Neil Harris, publisher of 
Atari Explorer , told ae the operating systea was set and 
that the prograa was going out on Monday (Noveaber 25) for 
aass production. Developers would get the ROMs very soon 
and retail channels would begin seeing the ROMs appear be¬ 
fore the end of the year. Early user group purchasers 
were proaised free upgrades to the operating systea. Dave 
Duberaan, Atari User Group Coordinator, confiraed this and 
said he would be sending the ROMs out when they becaae 
available. 

There was a hot ruaor just before the show that Atari 
would introduce a laser-type printer (i.e. laser-quality 
output but using a different technology), at a price less 
than $1,000. It was a nice ruaor, but there was no such 
printer there nor would anyone confira (or deny) the ru¬ 
aor. And, as you'll notice in the Antic report, there 
were no CD-ROM players available froa Atari -- so far 
Atari has not found a supplier willing to sell the drive 
at the price Atari wants. 

AI on the ST . Before I close, I aust aention a de¬ 
lightful little prograa froa Hippo that I received shortly 
before going to COMDEX. It's called Coaputer Alaanac and 
if you want to iapress your friends with just how clever 
your ST is, you'll have to get this prograa. While they 
watch in aaazenent, you sit at the keyboard and ask your 
ST questions. Here is what a typical session night look 
like (ay questions are shown in italics to help distin¬ 
guish then froa the Alaanac’s answers): 

Hhat tine is it it Hoscon? 

It is Sunday, 5:01 AH in Moscow, Soviet Union when it is 
Saturday, 9:01 PM in Washington, District of Coluabia. 

Hho not the 1984 Super bout? 

I didn’t understand that. 


hho not the 1984 Super Bon I? 

The Oakland Raiders won against the Philadelphia Eagles in 
the 1980 Super Bowl (Jan. 1981), with a score of 27 to 10. 

H on taty calories it at Apple? 

There are 325 calories in 1 cup of apple or brown betty. 

There are 33 calories in 1 tbsp of apple butter. 

There are 410 calories in 1 piece of apple pie. 

There are 96 calories in 1 aed raw apple. 

There are 234 calories in 1 cup of dried apple. 

There are 117 calories in 1 cup unsweetened apple juice. 

Hhat picture not the Acadet y Atari lor Best Picture it 
1971? 

The French Connection won the Acadeay Award for Best Pic¬ 
ture in 1971. 

Hon far is it to Las Vegas? 

Las Vegas, Nevada is 2084 ailes froa Washington, District 

of Coluabia. 

Hon io you say "Hello* it Snahili? 

"Hello" in English is "hujaabo" in Swahili. 

that is the area code for Reno? 

The area code for Reno, Nevada is 702. 

Hho not the Hobel prize for Cheaistry it 1982? 

The 1982 Nobel Prize for Cheaistry was won by Aaron Klug 
of U.K. 

Hell, I think you get the idea. Use free fora 
English questions and the Alaanac uses its own 
intelligence to interpret your question and give you an 
answer. The Alaanac has over 35,000 useful facts. You 
could go on for quite soae tine asking a wide variety of 
questions and getting appropriate answers. But beware! 
Don't give the keyboard to your friends. It isn't that 
hard to stuap the Alaanac. It can only answer questions 
about things it knows and the first question coning froa 
the peanut gallery is likely to be about soaething it 
doesn't know! But it certainly does know a lot and you 
can have loads of fun aaazing your friends with Coaputer 
Alaanac. , 

B0BBB0BBBB0000B0B08SBBB0BBBB0BBBBBB00BB0B 

ST Public Domain Library 

S3BBSSES3SBBB31ISI38BB8BB3BBSBB8BSBH3BSa 


The following disks can be ordered fro» CURRENT 
NOTES . 122 N. Johnson Rd., Sterling, VA 22170. Cost is 
$4.25/disk plus $0.50 for an envelope. 


il-High Resolution Pics 
t2-Color Slide Show It 
!3-4xForth Deao Disk 
14-ST Terninal Prgs 
!5-Conaercial Deaost 

16- Color Slide Show 2t 

17- Graphics Deaos 
#8-Saaple C Prograas 
19-Saaple LOGO Prograas 


110- MIDI Music Deaos 

111- RAMDISK It Docs 

112- DOODLE with Source Code 

113- DEGAS Picture Showt 

114- NE0CHR0ME w/docs $ picst 

115- STHRITER w/docs 

116- Color Slide Show 31 

117- Color Slide Show 4t 

118- Utility Prograas 


t Color aonitors only. 
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To the Atari ST and all its newmaere, congratulations from S00MBT Never liavel_ 

"With such promise. Our enthusiastic crew has steady timed its talents to this temadoftl? i^W 
■ Although new to the Atari software field, we at MichTron are natives to the industry. We’ve written over^ 
H*»Ocessful programs for the Sahyo 550, Tandy Color Computer, and IBM PC, ifl 

||K|nmitments, apd^haipctf ^ F .< ^ fgf 

^ 6ur first Atariprrarams ate ready to go: fun, fast, colorful games, and utilities made for speed, efficte 
and simplicity. coming every day.. 


M-DISK by Timothy Puryts - 

M-Disk will give you the power of an extra disk drive without the 
extra cost! This amazing device is super-fast, incredibly tough, 
as a single piece of software! 

;lhe key it dwt M-DMisn’t a haith^':^^; it's a software 
It votfim which is 

operating recognize this* as a hardware device, -giving you 
P*the eqitiiN^^ ektm -disk drive-'Stfcii^ 
without the extrad^! 


For the Atari ST 

mim 


SOI 


[ila&L 


, .v.vX/.x'y.;:.... 

Timothy Purves S 


$39.95 


4o Work a* t teamf When printing 
else), your 

i»i deift^ printer to 

With our computer 

print at the game time! Whenever you print some- 
of going indtt^^^p/lhe printer, it waits in Soft 
Spdfel'ti buffer. You ca^ttS^iise your computer normally 
(editirles, write -programs, etc.), as the spooler feeds its data to 
your pfmter wfas&Ver possible, saving hours of computer time. 

For the Atari ST.. $39.95 


MUDPIES by Phil MacKenm & Jeffrey Sorenson 

When the circus came to town, young Arnold just had to get in on 
the fun. When the clowns put on their crazy show, Arnold picked 
; : Up a mudpie and threw it at the nearest clown! But the clowns 
: .. . didn't think it was so funny. They threw things back and tried to 
tsatehhiirt Boon the place was a REAL circus! 

harm' ‘by using mudpies to ward off angry 
clowns in this fun-filled arcade game. Challenge rounds, special 
-.-prize#, mud-slinging rounds, amazing music and sound effects 
make this a great addition to anyone’s game collection! 

Requires Atari ST & TV or color monitor.$39.95 

VL3V SIDE by Ken Olson A PhilHoUyer 

vc r this feverei-type strategy game! : S^ifOund -m& 
Up*tt#ppdaent’j piece. This simple rule leads 

X«S^urima0natk>n! Animated graphicshr^ ^e hoard 

against the computer in one of six 
iii^U-leve^: novice ; lb expert with look ahead ability. The 

computer can Show all your available moves, or suggest one for 
you. You Can switch sides with the computer, and even edit the 
hoard for creating your own custom challenges! 

For the Atari ST...$39.95 


CALENDAR by],: 


erfect 


addition to your OEM desktop. Isrily 
the GEM system. Calendar lets you displaiy : i^||^^|% 
any year and month. You can store reminde^^^^^ 
date, any time, from 1980 to 2099. You can even vet] 
"alarms" to inform you of noted events as they 
appear at the selected time on the Desktop oit|^hht|ji^| 
application program: even when Calendar is not ciS^f' 

Forlhe Atari ST. JH $3$>] 

MI-TERM 

This smart-terminal modem program lets yom 
nicate! Through your modem and Mi-Term, orf' ' 
become a wealth of information. Mi-Tern$]^^m$l^ 
support virtually any rem&e system: ASCfi^ll^l 
toeds and more. You V ",. 

requirements of each sydter^^ 


world out 

Requires ASS^^l^ : iSodem ::: 


'programs, sen 
computers. There’s a big 
et it with Mi-Term! 




SUPER ZAP by TimdlkyPsm^s 

This new utility gives you complete access to your ^sf^| 

Super lap lets you scan disk data in HEX and ASCII 
easy reference. You can edit the data and save any changei^^3_ 
ly to the disk. Whether you neq^|0|ftniake quick changes1^1^] 
simple updates to piograxn^^^^^^es, or fix djidfef 
Super Zapfr the super sdut*<*i*f 

For the Atari ST* 

TIME BANDIT by.mmm^y^i 

Action! Test your wit, skill, and 
as you try to escape with the Treasures Of Tmt. 
mode even lets two play simultaneously Iris OWtn 

Help or hinder your partner, but beware:#treachery; if me jta 
(^, be ihay still return for revenge! 

'•••. Adventure! Use the Timegaies to visit over ^ 

areas with over15 levels each! Explore medieval du's^ems, wesi'| 
era frontiers, and fo&re worlds all in one game! Ands 
somewhen, is a great mystery, just waiting to be solved 

Art! This fast arcade-game uses all the ST’s special 
Unique creatures and 3-D terrain for each Time, hewdiriii i 
ling landscapes, detailed animats cm, thrillia^ aouod *ad^ 
hundreds of screens: the conquest of Time and Space i 

Requi res Atari ST & TV or odor monthor < 


Proudly announcing our first programs for the Atari ST! 


m 
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4 x FORTH for the Ati 520ST 

by Bob Dutton 


4xF0RTH was on* of the first programing products 
available for the 520 ST. Several coaaercial software 
products written in 4xF0RTH are already on the aarket. 
STTALK is one of then. 4xF0RTH cones in several flavors: 
the Level l systea, the Level 2 systea, accelerators for 
Levels 1 and 2, and a developer's systea. This review is 
about the Level 1 systea. The Level 1 systea is a basic 
Forth systea, which does not enable the user to interface 
with SEH. 

The Level 2 systea, which has not been released yet, 
contains a GEN interface and 32-bit floating point. A 
phone call to the Dragon Group got the inforaation that 
they are holding the Level 2 systea until they get the new 
release of TOS fro* ATARI. Let us all hope that the aess 
between ATARI, DRI, and APPLE gets straightened out soon. 

The developer's systea enables you to generate a coa- 
piled prograa. The developer's systea includes both the 
Level 1 and 2 systeas and the accelerators. 

The Forth language bears soae siailarities to LOGO - 
prograas (called WORDS in Forth) are built by using other 
prograas, thus leading to a very aodular systea. Forth 
code tends to be very coapact, and efficient. The aodular 
nature of the code lends itself to identifying which por¬ 
tions of code are exercised aost frequently and could lead 
to perforaance iaproveaents by recoding in asseably lan¬ 
guage, which is easy to do in a Forth systea. The struc¬ 
ture of the Forth language has a conceptual elegence and 
siaplicity which is difficult to coaaunicate if you're not 
already faailiar with the language. Forth coabines the 
advantages of being able to execute code interactively for 
testing and experiaentation, and being able to coapile 
parts of code that have been tested. The aodularity of 
Forth aakes it easy to do this in a way that I've not seen 
duplicated in any other language. After using Forth, it's 
very frustrating to go back to a procedure-oriented lan¬ 
guage like Fortran, Pascal, or (ugh!) Basic. I know of no 
other language that offers you the flexibility to create 
your prograaaing environaent to suit your own tastes the 
way that Forth does. 

Forth is a language which was developed by a aan 
naaed Charles Hoore, who was writing prograas to control 
Radio Telescopes in observatories. It has acquired a 
large following since then. Forth users are frequently 
accused of being fanatics about the language. It's true - 
I know, because I a* one of the*. 

Back in the early days, when Forth was not readily 
available, a group of people developed Forth iapleaenta- 
tions for a nuaber of aachines, and placed thea all in the 
public doaain. A group call FIG, for Forth Interest 
Group, was foraed to proaote the use of Forth, and support 
the disseaination of the public doaain versions, which are 
known as FIG-FORTH. The effort was wildly successful, 
with the result that Forth has been ported to an enoraous 
nuaber of coaputers. FIG has established a standards 
group, in an atteapt to aaintain soae portability between 
systeas. The standards group has published two standards, 


one in 1979, and one in 1983. It is ay inforaal observa¬ 
tion, that in terns of nuaber of users, that far aore peo¬ 
ple are using FIG-FORTH systeas than either of the two 
standards. To this day, nuch of the aaterial presented in 
Forth Diaensions, the FIG newsletter, is still written in 
FIG-FORTH. 

Because of the way Forth was initially disseainated, 
there have not been a lot of coaaercially successful Forth 
products (until the IBN PC caae out). The typical Forth 
prograaaer was a highly technically skilled prograaaer, 
who frequently had the source code to his systea, and had 
no hesitations about aodifying it. The FIG group, through 
it's newsletter and local chapter aeetings pronoted 
widespread distribution of public doaain code. It was not 
until the IBN PC, that there was auch in the way of coa¬ 
aercially available Forth systeas. Since then, several 
systeas based on the 83-Standard have been offered. Stan¬ 
dards are a double-edged sword, however. The vendor has a 
certain incentive to offer a standard systea, so that code 
already developed can be used, and new code can be trans¬ 
ported to other systeas. There is also a strong pull to 
offer enhanceaents, to aake the product stand out in the 
aarketplace. Nore about this later. 

The 4xF0RTH aanual cones in a 8 x 9 inch orange 
three-ring binder. Hy first coaplaint has to do with the 
pages theaselves which are 5 1/2 x 8 1/2. There is a 1 
1/2 in. aargin at the botton of every page, which cuts 
down substantially on the aaount on the page. This, cou¬ 
pled with the saall print used, and the lightness of the 
print in soae places, nade the aanual difficult to read 
for ae. 

They say right up front in the aanual that it is not 
intended to be a tutorial, and it isn’t. They refer the 
reader to Leo Brodie’s book Starting Forth for tutorial 
inforaation. I have no problea with this approach. 
Starting Forth is one of the best books I have ever read 
about coaputers, and I highly reccoaend it. One problea 
is that Starting Forth is not written about FI6-F0RTH, or 
either of the Forth Standards, but is written about Poly- 
Forth, the Forth systea put out by Forth Inc., the coapany 
that Charles Hoore started. 4xF0RTH seeas to be close to 
the 83 standard. I would have liked to have seen a sec¬ 
tion of the aanual that discussed ways in which 4xF0RTH 
does or does not aeet the standard. Soae of that inforaa¬ 
tion is scattered throughout the aanual. Given that they 
have chosen Starting Forth as a tutorial reference, I 
would have liked a section on any differences that exist 
between 4xF0RTH and the iapleaentation discussed in Start¬ 
ing Forth . 

4xF0RTH has soae nice features, soae of which I've 
seen in other systeas, soae that I haven't. There is a 
auti-tasking feature, allowing aore than one task to run 
at a tine. I did not have the tiae to experiaent with 
this feature, but it looked like it would do soae nifty 
things. There is the ability to coaaunicate with another 
systea over the serial interface, thus setting up a siaple 
local network. A siaple graphics interface is provided, 
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enabling the drawing of rectangles, polygons, etc., and 
soae line drawing priaitives, and a sprite capability. 
Forth systeas typically don't protect the user froa hin- 
self, so that the novice, and soaetiaes the expert can 
find hiaself crashing the systea because of illegal aeaory 
references. 4xF0RTH provides a facility for checking aea¬ 
ory references and aborting on an illegal reference. This 
facility can be turned on for debugging, and turned off 
once a prograa runs properly, which is the way it should 
be done. 

Forth systeas traditionally have existed outside of 
the operating systea that they were running under, and 
thus not using the file systea of the host coaputer. 
4xF0RTH is different in that the area of the disk accessi¬ 
ble to 4xF0RTH is contained in a TQS file. There is soae 
advantage to having it this way, but you lose soae flexi- 
biltiy in not being able to address the entire disk. If 
it is possible to do that, I couldn’t find it in the nan- 
ual. There also doesn't appear to be a way to read or 
write a standard T0S file. There are file priaitives that 
provide for file access, but they appear to want the file 
to be constructed of FORTH blocks, with the length of the 
file in the first 4 bytes of the file. 

Since Forth systeas use a different file structure 
froa the operating systea they are running under, a Forth 
systea usually coaes with it’s own editor. 4xF0RTH coaes 
with a siaple screen editor, that is probably adequate for 
prograa developaent. It is not as powerful as soae of the 
Forth editors available in the public doaain, and since 
you don’t have the source for the 4xF0RTH editor, upgrad¬ 
ing the editor would involve siaply loading a new one in. 
It appears that you would not be able to redaia the aea¬ 
ory space occupied by the old editor. 

I found the descriptions of soae of the precoapiled 
words in the systea to be too brief. Even with assuaing 
soae technical knoweldge on the part of the user, I think 
aore detail needs to be provided. Soae of the descrip¬ 
tions are aisleading. An exaaple is the word RED, which 
the docuaentation describes as "sets the foreground color 
to RED.* That's not exactly what it does. What it does do 
is to set the foreground color to use a certain color 
palette register, and if you have that register set to red 
(which it is on the systea disks distributed) then you get 
red. If you have it set to yellow, then you get yellow 
when you say RED. 

In general, I found the aanual to be soaewhat confus¬ 
ing. Soae parts of the systea are described in the front 
part of the aanual. There is a section in the back of the 
aanual with a description of words in the precoapiled dic¬ 
tionary. Soae words are described in both places, soae in 
only one place. The index uses a novel aeans of organiza¬ 
tion. Hany words appear to have an index entry for then- 
self, but there is an index entry for ‘coaaands, FORTH’, 
under which it appears that each Forth word has another 
listing. For exaaple, the Forth word TYPE appears in the 
index on both pages Index-14, and Index-23. 

There oust be soae happy aediua in naking the transi¬ 
tion to coaaercial systeas for Forth, but we haven’t found 
it yet. In the old days, if your systea was soaewhat 


lacking in docuaentation, it didn’t natter too auch if you 
had the source code and could look to see what was really 
going on. But in a coaaercial product where the innards 
of the systea are proprietary, then a high level of docu- 
aentation is called for. 4xF0RTH is lacking in this re¬ 
spect. 

There is an area of perforaance where 4xF0RTH is 
lacking that particularly concerns ae. This is the abil¬ 
ity to save the coapiled version of your applications pro¬ 
graa. In 4xF0RTH, your prograa aust be recoapiled froa 
the source code for every use. I consider this a serious 
deficiency. 

Summary 

4xF0RTH is a product that clearly has had auch work 
put into it’s developaent. It appears to be a solid prod¬ 
uct. In the short tiae that I used it, I soaetiaes found 
things whose operations were not dear, but I never found 
anything that appeared to be a bug. This Bakes it coapare 
favorably to soae of the products that we have seen preaa- 
turely rushed to aarket for the 520 ST. Even with ay 
feelings about the nuaber of ways that the docuaentation 
needs to be iaproved, I’ve seen worse. I think that if 
you’re willing to spend the tiae to sort it out, you can 
probably find or figure out what you are looking for. The 
lack of the ability to save your coapiled application I 
consider a serious defect, one that I hope will be reae- 
died. 

I have soae reservations about the price, which is 
$100 for the Level 1 systea. I think all of us who bought 
the 520 ST were iapressed with the graphic capability, and 
the user interface using the souse, and I think soae peo¬ 
ple will have soae hesitations about spending that auch 

aoney for a prograaaing systea that does not allow access 
to the aore advanced features of the 520 ST contained in 
GEH. I suspect that we will soon see other prograaaing 
products for under $100 that have soae interfaces to GEH, 

allowing you to use windows, aenus, and nice. On the 

other hand, 4xF0RTH is available now, and it works. You 
can do a lot worse than purchasing a prograa that’s avail¬ 
able now and works. 

maaaaaaaaaaaaaaaBaaaaBBaaaBBaBasBaBBBBBB 

Membership Renewal 

aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa 

If the first line of your sailing label has *8512' or 
*8601*, this will be the last issue of CURRENT NOTES that 
you will receive (reaeaber, there is no January issue of 
CURRENT NOTES ). The date on the label indicates the year 
and aonth in which your aeabership (or subscription) ex¬ 
pires. If you wish to continue receiving the newsletter, 
be sure to RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP or SUBSCRIPTION well be¬ 
fore aid-January. Heabership renewals should be sent to 
the appropriate club official. Subscription renewals 
should be sent to the editor. In either case, please fill 
out the Heabership/Subscription fora provided in the back 
of this issue (or a copy of it) and include it with your 
renewal check. 
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(783) 644-8881 


Ispesetter ST Version 1.8 (Honochrone Only) 


HE FIRST PRAFESSlfii&L lAYAHI 

mmm for ire atari 52«st 


TYPESETTER ST is a quick & easy PAGE DESIGNING program. 
It will prove an invaluable tool for those wishing to 
compose newsletters, mmu, announcements.. .etc. 

Kith TYPESETTER ST you will be able to compose and 
print pages having a resolution of 96® x §72 on your 
EPSON, FAWMIC or cowtibk printer. Although the ST’s 
high resolution screen is only x 488, the program 
uses a unique multi-overlapping technique allowing the 
user to see 48X of the page at one 
tine. 


is Jl 

features in the TEST and GRAPHICS 
editors! Besides the features found 
in any competent graphics and text 
package, the user will find an easy 
to use ©fERLAY grid that provides 
access to the transfer of 


A'A'A'A*A'A'A r A'AWA**X*?**JWA'A*WA*A*MWA*AWA f AWAlA''A*, 


This digitized picture 
is m enple sf Nut 
cute dne. 

Srapfaic inges treated 
bg MM are also 
cHpatible Pith 

Tgpesrtte* ST. 

There are many borders 
uhich can be selected to 
highlight gour text... 


$.<&!• Jf>3n 

t 


PWEI drawings on to the screen! The grid has been scaled 
so that the rectangles on the screen will print out as 
true squares on EPSON compatible printers- 

High resolution DIGITIZED screens and GRAPHICS screens 
of 32ft or inages created with DEGAS can be loaded into 
TYPESETTER ST, as displayed in this layout. If you have 
a Newsletter you could design your own title page, with 
all the colunns and stuff and then load the forn into the 
machine and fill in the text, save it and then print it. 

TYPESETTER ST is a progran that can be used to produce 
business aduertisenents, club newsletters or any thing you 

.... car. think of without the HIM C8ST of 

professional TYPESETTIRG. 


SLOT'S Typesetter ST 


III 


With 25 available fonts, the user will 
have complete layout freedom. This tiny 

? rint will <nve uou the freedom to say a 
ot in a veru tiny space* This will Keep 
down your- ad costs. Large fonts will 
emphasize sales, promotions and other 
important points. 311 this for only $39.95. 





ll font styles available 
Kith options for 
III 
SMS 


Biierlioei 




Typesetter ST 
\ features wany., 1 ^ 
shapes and fiils*,^ 

The secret of Typesetter is flexibility* 


HiitU'lHt 

i'U-ix 
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STWRITERs Power Without Any Price? 

by Frank Sommers 


Owners and future buyers of the ST 520 are seeking a 
•achine with a power and capability that lifts you up, out 
and beyond available 8-bit nachines, including the excel¬ 
lent 130XE. Host, if not all, comparisons of the ST and 
the Amiga agree that the eye-grabbing anination and sound 
of the Aniga are countered by the superior word processing 
capabilities of our loved, cherished and to-be-protected 
Atari ST 520. But to stay true, we need for this high- 
powered nachine, equally nighty software. Does STURITER, 
just issued by Atari, as a hasty transplant for the kiss¬ 
ing or deceased GEH WRITE, meet that criterion? 

The price is fetching. New buyers will receive the 
word processing progran (along with NEOCHROHE, the stand- 
in for GEN DRAU) free. Current owners can download it 
fron CompuServe, obtain it fron their user’s group, or ac¬ 
quire it for the cost of a disk fron their friendly com¬ 
puter store (STURITER is available for $4.00 as disk no. 
15 in the Current Notes ST Library - Ed.). This contrasts 
starkly with Express at $40, Hince (an editor rather than 
UP) at $125, HABA URITE at $50, or Final Uord (an expan¬ 
sion of Hince, to be reviewed next tine) for $140. But 
free is less than that if the documentation and the pro¬ 
gran don’t get you up and running, i.e. assist in making 
you nore productive in your writing than you were with 
your previous writing device or software progran. 

Documentation . Uhat do you get? STURITER’s documen¬ 
tation is contained on the disk and you read it on your ST 
after booting and loading TUT0RIAl.DOC. Along with this 
17-page electronic tutorial cones an 18-page reference 
manual (REFERENC.DOC) and a quick reference file that pro¬ 
vides you with all connands and function controls in four 
pages (8UIKREF.DOC). The rest of the disk packages con¬ 
tains the STURITER progran, a configuration file for those 
with non-Epson compatible printers as well as a data file, 
which you can edit, that contains the relevant printer 
codes, and, finally, a short file telling you how to start 
up STURITER's tutorial. 

Printer Configuration. For those of you with Epson 
compatible printers the progran configures instantly with 
the running of Config.Prg, a file included with ST UR1TER. 
This generates an auxiliary file on your disk named 
XYZZX.DAT that ST Uriter looks for and reads, if avail¬ 
able, each tine you print a file to a printer. The con¬ 
figuration file that cones on your ST Uriter is set up for 
Epson printers and compatibles. Reportedly, a program and 
instructions to let you customize this file for other 
printers is available for downloading fron the Atari BBS 
(408-745-5308), and hopefully is available fron your local 
conputer store. For those of you familiar with control 
codes for your printer, usually the decimal equivalents of 
print characters, you nay load the XTZZX,TXT file into 
STURITER, and then edit it, with ST Uriter, placing 
printer control codes (decimal values) where indicated. 
Do not add or delete any lines from this file. If four 
lines are provided for a particular function (for example, 
turn underline on), enter whatever decimal codes your 
printer requires and fill the remainder of the lines with 
a null byte (decimal 255). Save file when edited and then 


run STconfig program to create your own customized printer 
data file. 

For the Novice . The package assumes the user may be 
confronting his first word processor progran and starts 
with due gentleness, succinctly describing what this 
'beast* is that stares at you, how it will serve you, and 
after a few insights into typing with a UP, suddenly there 
you are, being asked to type in your first tutorial. 
This takes you thru the basic controls, and shortly you 
are saving and loading a program as though it was old hat. 
By the time you have finished your second tutorial, you 
are familiar if not skilled with global search and 
replace, deleting letters, whole lines, and even blocks of 
text, which you can also move, copy, delete and restore if 
in error. The tutorial follows with formatting and 
printing tricks while the reference manual contains a 
detailed alphabetical glossary of terms and commands -- 
this in addition to your quick reference listing. 

Skilled Veterans . Those scarred soldiers of the 5- 
year jungle hunt for the best available Atari word proces¬ 
sor nay remember their first page editor, or the long 
awaited 1981 Atari Uord Processor's 3-inch hard cover, 
multi-sectioned, 100-page volumne that left you wrung out 
and shaking after several days of intense study, a week of 
trying and nore study. And the slow climb up thru Letter 
Perfect, Text Uizard, Bank Street Uriter, then a new ver¬ 
sion of LP, and finally Atari Uriter, only to be tempted 
by other Nerlinesque potions that night turn your computer 
into gold, like Paper Clip, Hone Text, Hriter’s Tool and 
the rest. If you wear those service badges or already are 
using STURITER and wonder how others evaluate it, read on. 

Command! and Em of U«e . The program loads and 
splat your screen turns black with white-lettered menu 
choices capitalized in red. The choices, with two addi¬ 
tions, are identical to Atari Uriter: Create, delete, 
edit, load, save, print, and index files to disk. The 
commands are rather obvious, the usual ones, and are trig¬ 
gered by pressing the first letter of the word. 

One of the new boys is the "Receive 850" command 
which permits you to transfer your old files from your 8- 
bit Atari to the ST and save then to disk. A handy touch, 
as you connect your two computers via the 850 interface 
and a modem cable adapted to the ST and plugged into the 
interface. After setting up STURITER and pushing Load, 
you set up your Atari, load in an RS232 handler, and com¬ 
manding it to SAVE the file you have loaded into memory 
for transfer, you assign the name " R:". Push (Return) 
and watch your Atari file print out on your ST monitor. 
A magical sight. 

Similarly, the new "Save to Disk" command facilitates 
ready preparation of documentation for your programs, 
which can easily be reloaded to Printer or Screen, as 
those of you who have U.A.A.C.E. club disks have been do¬ 
ing to learn about their programs. 
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Now with all of that, how easy is STWRITER to use? 
Those of you faailiar with Atari Writer or Atari Writer 
Plus or the old Text Wizard, the forebear of Atari Writer, 
will discover that the adjustnent is probably greater in 
using the ST keyboard and its function keys, F1-F10, than 
it is in adjusting to STWRITER, so siailar are the two 
prograas. (Even as I type I have to look to find the ST 
arrow keys; just not where they were on the ole 800 or 130 
XE). So a fair answer would be that there is an adjust- 
sent, as there is in switching fros any word processor to 
a new one. In fact sost, if they unzip their soul, will 
adsit to having seldos found an easier WP than the first 
one they used for any considerable tine. Switching over to 
a new one, for the over-15 crowd, desands that aost diffi¬ 
cult skill, unlearning. And as I confess that, I find ay- 
self breaking stride as I try to delete a word, and hesi¬ 
tate between the Backspace key and the Delete key (the 
first deletes the letter to the left of the cursor, the 
second the letter or space under the cursor) and unlearn 
the way I did it with Atari Writer or Paper Clip. 

Print Preview . So, where's the jazz in this pro- 
gras!? (I shan't plod thru the standard coasands, or at- 
tespt to use this review as a partial tutorial. The cos- 
sands are nicely docusented throughout the tutorial aan~ 
ual itself and covered again in both the Quick Reference 
docusent and the Reference Hanual. With the sanual loaded 
into ST WRITER, a fast search coaaand will glide you thru 
your docusent, directly to the ites.) 

One of the first bits of jazz for the power voyeur 
is catching a print preview of your work exactly in the 
size and shape it will appear on paper, in either single 
or double colusn forsat. It glides by, and those of you 
drawn to the ST 520 by the prospect of a real 80-colusn 
word processor, will ooze pleasure at your first try. A 
ping on the escape key, and at the sight of the Henu, a P 
for Print and you are asked to select whether you wish to 
do it to screen, disk, or printer. "To screen," you say, 
and selecting the nusber of copies and then the exact 
pages to preview, another ping and there it is, all 80- 
colunns of it. (Exceptions are the usual lack of visual 
representation of elongated, or condensed print.) The 
global search-and-replace coaaands, (F-6 and F-7 function 
keys), function noraally, but again, sore eye dazzling to 
observe than on the 40-coluan screen, as the aonitor rolls 
back, like a blinking eyelid and then swias up with your 
replaced portion staring at you. 

So too with the block aove, copy, and delete coaaands 
(F-5). A Shift/F5 double keying produces a saall luaines- 
cent green rectangle in front of the block; a repeat of 
the coaaand at the end of the block, and everything inbe- 
tween the two aarkers is at your aercy. You can delete 
it, you can transfer it to another location, and if it is 
so choice in structure and syaetry you can copy it again 
in another location. And everytiae you do any of these 
things, you are visited by a saall blip of pleasure at the 
power you have over all those letters on your aonitor. 

A few other nicitie s. Blocks can also be saved to 
disk forlater ise as you wish. This is handy for saving 
special forsat lines that you use regularly, or text that 
you aay wish to serge into other letters or chain to other 


files. The global replace coaaand can be used to delete 
globaly by aerely declining to type anything into the 
"Replace with:" proapt. 

Printing i» flexible . You have a coabination of 
sixteen different print styles, depending on how you elect 
to coabine bold, italics, elongated, condensed, and regu¬ 
lar print. You aay also, should your printer support it, 
use escape code inserts to taylor your print fonts as you 
could with the Atari Writer. This was one of the draw 
backs, for the aerchant printer, of Paper Clip. 

Sub-files . Soae of you know the satisfaction of being 
able "to have aore than S4 titles on your disks when using 
one of the other 8-bit operating systeas, such as HDDS or 
SPARTA DOS. SEN aakes all that possible with the 
STWRITER, which peraits you to store and query files in 
folders. If you are using the "Index File" coaaand to see 
the directory of a disk, you can also see the directory of 
a folder on that disk where you aay have elected to 
squiri away your STWRITER text files, all under one folder 
heading, or a doc folder where you keep all your STWRITER 
tutorial and print configuration docuaents, to save clut¬ 
ter on the aain screen. With an As or a Bs response to 
the Index of Files query,"Path naae?:" (read, which disk), 
you type a right slash and iaaediately, the directory of 
the individual folder will slide down the screen. 

Deficiencies . After a double coluan file fills up 
beyond about 75 k, you notice a slight slowing down of the 
cursor speed. The typing can back up on you, and you de¬ 
tect the prograa ios about to crash. If you use the FI 
function key to fast scroll to the top of the file, and 
then try to fast scroll back you arrive at a blank screen 
with a blinking cursor. An effort to scroll up one page 
at a tiae, appears to lock up the prograa. A hurried at¬ 
tempt to fast scroll to the top of the buffer, leaves the 
screen aotionless. At that you aay curse the cursor and, 
if you haven't saved your file recently, beaoan your loss. 
By accident, sonething aay interrup before you reboot in 
anger. After the interruption, you suddenly look back at 
the aonitor and the screen is back at the top of the 
buffer. A check and you discover it always recovers 
within 60-90 seconds, if you wait. Is this a perpetual 
weakness in the prograa when printing double coluans? 
Try running your file thru the print preview to screen. 
Then go back to the end of the file. You will find, as I 
just have, as I type, that the the previewing has taken 
the paralysis out of the cursor and it skips along as 
rapidly as your fingers deaand. Why? A aystery, seeking 
a future explanation. But it still crashes for a while if 
you use the FI function key to scoot to the end of the 
long file. 

R anking . Where does STWRITER belong in the tryouts 
for Hiss ST WP of '86? Quite honestly, ay enthusiasa, 
which had been surging, slackened when the cursor slowed 
and crashed at the end of the file fast-scroll-freeze up. 
With the apparent cure, (print previewing of the large 
double-coiuan file, I will now suggest that ST WRITER for 
the ST 520 is at least an equal to the best of the 8-bit 
WP's for the ATARI. ST WRITER is not a powerful dedicated 
WP prograa, of the kind you would expect ATARI would have 
insured would be available by now to guarantee the success 
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of a superb neu-generation aachine. Each of us has dif¬ 
ferent needs in computer writing, but whether you favor 
Paper Clip, Writer's Tool, or Atari Writer with or with¬ 
out the “Plus" appended, or are a Letter Perfect fanatic,, 
you will likely be pleased to find a writing prograi up to 
your ST. Soae of you will wish for todifications or ia- 
proveaents. Those of you who have adjusted to Paper Clip, 
will long for the double-window wonder-trip for editing 
and rewriting. Speed editors will yearn for expanded 
“aoveaent' or cursor play, the ability to juap froa word 
to word, rather than letter to letter, or paragraph to 
paragraph, or to be able to delete whole words at one key 
coaaand, or to delete an entire file, not just froa the 
cursor to the end, but froa the cursor to the beginning of 
the file. So there will be “wish lists', as there should 
be, for a aore powerful writing tool. And an instant fa¬ 
cility will not be acquired in one or two sittings, but 
rather in ten or fifteen, before you think about what you 
are writing, without pausing to decypher a coaaand. But 
to date, this is the best word processor for the ST that I 
have encountered, and as ay first UP coapanion on the ST I 
aay have trouble turning ay back on it. It gets better 
and better with each encounter. Unless the first view of 
the incoaplete BEH UR1TE was aisleading, ST WRITER could 
sake it obsolete before it’s debut. 
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Tte 

ATARI* il@S¥ 
oD®yinfi)uD 

Q I XTEEN/TH I RTY-TWO I I OMS 


S/T Applications is your only up-to-date soruce for 
information on the Atari ST computers. We cover ONLY the 
Atari ST computers, so you get our undivided attention. 

Each month Dave Bessey puts you in touch with the 
M680Q0, Richard Kaller with MIDI, and Albert Lew with 
his Step FORTH gave us our first "Type in program". 
Chris Robertson, in his Purposeful Pascal, features not 
only a sound introduction to Pascal but also program 
theory and logic. Interested in Telecommunications?, 
then our Walk Through the Forest Cof confusion), with 
Bill Marlin, will give you that firm footing you need, 
to help you select the communications equipment & 
software that's right for you. 

Soon we’ll be featuring a series on 'C' by Kenneth 
Hurley. 

And if that's not enough, we are in direct contact 
with over 20 software developers who are presently 
offering, or will soon have packages available, for the 
ST. Check out our Rumors & Available Software columns 
and see just what IS here and coming. 

Interested? Then send *5 for a sample copy (*25 for 
6 issues). We’ll send it first class mail. You don't 
wait 4-6 weeks!f Also available on Disk for *10 each 
<*50 for 6 issues). 

Address all inquires tot 

S/T Applications 

10760 Hwy 116 

Forestville, CA 95436 


Meeting the Special Needs of Atari ST Programmers 





Note : 


A — 


m = 


[Control! key 
[Shift! kev 




Up 1 Line 

On A Line 

up A screen. . 

On A 'Screen. . 

Left J. char. . 
Right: JL char. 
Left to beg.. 
Right to end. 
Top of File.. 
BottOM oF File 


A t 

a* 

<r 


Af/A*/0F2 

F2 

UFA 


Mark Beginning: 0F5 

Mark End.: @F5 

Oe l ete.: F5 

Duplicate.: Insert 

Move ..s ilnsert 

Searc^^^rwSIfr^F 6 

Search Reverse: 0F6 

Query Replace.: _F7 

Global Replace: 0F7 


Top Margin 
Bottom Margin 
Left Margin.. 
Right Margin. 
2nd col left. 

2nd col right 

Page Length.. 
Header 



A Tnn 

A Bnn 

A Lnn 

ARnn 

A Hnn 

ANnn 

A Ynn 

A H 


Left oF 
Under ■ - - - - : - - 
To end oF line 

To end oF File 

Entire text... 
Restore text.. 


Backspace 

■Delete 

BDelete 

ADelete 

A Home 

Undo 


i-nv. — - . „ . Ar . 0 

Pica ti® cpO s 
Elite (12 cpi) £G» 
Cond (17 cpi): A G2 

^®r.T.“rrr^ -'-"r 

Italics. .; 

subscript. ■■ * * I HFin 

Superscript.... 

ELONGATED.; 

Underline.HF3 

caps change...s F3 


.0Flf 
. FAS 
.EJF9 
. 0F3 


Clear all tabs 
Restore tabs.. 
Set tap at 0.. 


ATftB 

0TAB 


enter - text - - - ; c 

slock nght. ... AC u 
lusti fg on- - - ^ J .i 

lust i Fy off. . - • 

►age e ■ - - * ; g.| 

►age number. . . : 0* 

►age wait.. ” 

.ine spacing. A 5 n 

r orM print....: F9 
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D*c*mb*r.1985 


MERRY 

CHRISTMAS 


cflLcnninc. 


HAPPY 
NEW YEAR 


P.0. BOX 2601 
SILVER SPRING, MD. 20902 
(301) 681-9121 


HARDWARE 


5295 CAMERON DRIVE, #505 
BUENA PARI, CA. 90621 
(714) 994-2678 


ATARI 520ST (512k MEMORY) MONOCHROME PACKAGE . $ 699.95 

ATARI 520ST (1024k MEMORY) MONOCHROME PACKAGE . $ 899.95 

ATARI 520ST (512k MEMORY) RGB COLOR PACKAGE . $ 849.95 

ATARI 520ST (1024k MEMORY) RGB COLOR PACKAGE . $1049.95 

ATARI 520ST PACKAGES MUST BE PRE-PAID BY CASHIER'S 
CHECK OR MONEY ORDER. 

ATARI 520ST 1024k MEMORY UPGRADE (INCLUDES RAMDISK) .... $ 200.00 

ATARI 130XE . $ 135.00 

OMNIVIEW XE/XL (80 COLUMN DISPLAY) . $ 49.95 

OMNIVIEW XE installed in NEW 130XE . $ 185.00 

HAPPY 810 / 1050 ENHANCEMENTS . $ 150.00 

HAPPY 1050 installed in NEW 1050 DRIVE . $ 309.95 

U.S. DOUBLER with SpartaDos Construction Set .. $ 56.00 

U.S. DOUBLER installed in NEW 1050 DRIVE . $ 219.95 

ATARI 850 INTERFACE (IN STOCK) . $ 109.95 

R-VERTER (850 MODEM INTERFACE REPLACEMENT) . $ 37.00 

SUPRA MICROPRINT PRINTER INTERFACE . $ 39.95 

SUPRA 1150 PRINTER INTERFACE . $ 54.95 

ICD P:R:CONNECTION PRINTER INTERFACE . $ 65.00 

ICD R-TIME CARTRIDGE. $ 56.00 

VOLKSMODEM 12 (1200 BAUD!) INCLUDES ST or 850 CABLE .... $ 199.95 

RAMROD XL/XE (INCLUDES OMNIMON) . $ 68.00 


RAMROD XE (OMNIMON & OMNIVIEW) installed in NEW 130XE .. $ 249.95 


i 

> 


520ST SOFTWARE 


CAL COM INTRODUCES - COMPULSIVE COPIER . $ 34.95 

NOW BACKUP ALL YOUR 520ST SOFTWARE! 

DEALER INQUIRIES WELCOMED 

GEM PAINT. $ 

HIPPO ALMANAC . $ 

HIPPO DISK UTILITIES $ 

HIPPOSIMPLE . $ 

REGENT WORD 1 . $ 

ST-TALK . $ 

CRIMSON CROWN (COLOR) $ 


800 / 800XL / 130XE SOFTWARE 


RlCTf TP 



49.95 

DAOlv AJCi 

(MpW RR<? PROGRAMM . 

.... $ 

65.00 

rOKcn AL 

RASTC YF 

8. FnFaM YF. PACKAGE ... . 

.... $ 

99.95 

DAOIL A 

RASTC XT 



44.95 

Ohi} IVj A Li 

ACTTOM / 

MAC/fiS CARTRIDGES ..., 

.... $ 

49.95 

n. V> 11UH / 

POLAROID 

10 DISKETTES PLUS PLASTIC DIAL 'N' FILE .... 

.... $ 

14.95 


39.95 GEM WRITE. $ 74.95 

25.95 HIPPO JOKES & QUOTES . $ 25.95 

39.95 HIPPO RAMDISK . $ 25.95 

29.95 HIPPOSPELL . $ 29.95 

44.95 VIP PROFESSIONAL . $ 99.95 

17.95 ST-TERM . $ 34.95 

29.95 ULTIMA II . $ 44.95 


CALL THE CAL COM BBS (24 HOUR - 300/1200 BAUD): 301 681-8933 


Send a Cashier's Check, Money Order or CALL and order COD or 
VISA/MC (ADD 42). Please include $ 5.00 shipping and California 
residents add 62 sales tax. Maryland residents add 52 sales tax. 



A 
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by M. £ van Brooks 


Battalion Commander 

BATTALION COHNANDER ($39.93) is a new SSI offering to 
the computer gaaer. Designed by David Hille, it is very 
reiiniscent of his earlier effort, COHBAT LEADER. COHBAT 
LEADER was received with little notice, although the gane 
possessed certain indications of greatness, e.g. real tine 
play, facile joystick input, and the ability to switch 
froi overall coaaand down to squad level coaaand. BATTAL¬ 
ION COHNANDER updates the systea, and for an introductory 
gaae, it is well done. 

The preaise is that the player (solitaire option 
only) is a battalion coaaander in either the Aaerican, So¬ 
viet or Chinese arny. He aay oppose one of the other 
forces of equivalent strength in one of four scenarios 
(Pursuit and Exploitation, Heeting Engageaent, Attack, and 
Defense). The nap is functional; graphics are soaewhat 
liaited, although the presence of contour lines shoving 
various terrain elevations aust be considered as a plus. 

Input is via joystick; it is easy to learn and quick 
to implement. SSI rarely uses joystick input, and it is 
always nice to have a new product using the abilities of 
the joystick. 

The documentation is fairly coaplete. It delineates 
the types of troops that one commands, and the abilities 
of the different types of units. Determining the best use 
of these units is left to the player’s abilities or lack 
thereof. 

Setting up the gaae is also easy. Although one can¬ 
not create different terrain a la KAHPFGRUPPE, the gaae 
comes with forty (40) different terrain aaps — sufficient 
for the aost dedicated gaaer. 

Play is siailar to COHBAT LEADER. The graphics have 
been improved, in that AFV (araored fighting vehicles) now 
do resemble their real-life counterparts. However, ar¬ 
aored casualties appear on the nap as resembling dead spi¬ 
ders; on the other hand, this is a vast improvement froa 
COHBAT LEADER, where destroyed AFV's resembled dead cock¬ 
roaches. Casualties are taken by individual vehicle 
and/or men. Proper tactical utilization will result in 
victory. But what is proper utilization? 

For the beginner, the best advice is to use coaaon 
sense. With tiae not generally a restraint, take advan¬ 
tage of cover. Use scout/reconaissance eleaents to find 
the eneny; but use armor to fix and destroy the eneay. 
This does not mean impressive tank charges across open 
terrain. Instead, using cover and concealaent within 
woods and rough terrain, one can defeat the eneay with 
little risk. Overly ambitious types growing tired of such 
defensive victories aay assume the offensive; victory aay 
be achieved, but the cost in vehicles and manpower should 
teach a lesson to such a leader. 


Armor is the aain driver on the battlefield. Unlike 
COHBAT LEADER, the omnipotent aortar unit is now aore re¬ 
alistically portrayed. However, the anti-tank units seen 
far too weak. In the aodern battlefield, what aay be seen 
aay be killed. RP6s and TOUs are aore efficient tank 
killers than other armor units; also, they are far cheaper 
to produce. But in BATTALION COHNANDER, the tank is the 
weapon of choice. This weakness does not affect play, 
aerely reality. One major lesson learnable: employ smoke 
where possible. Screening advancing units by saoke will 
reduce casualties greatly; in fact, one aay tend to 
overuse this asset. In gaae teras, little will be lost. 
But the gaaer aust realize that in real terns, the use of 
saoke as a screening device also has the tendency to re¬ 
veal to the eneay that there is something in the sector 
being screened that is important. 

For a newcomer to computer wargaaing, input and ac¬ 
tion are easily learned and enjoyed. However, for the 
aore advanced gaaer, this reviewer has serious reserva¬ 
tions concerning the value of the siaulation. As the doc¬ 
umentation notes, ’Force structure pretty accurately re¬ 
flect the actual forces of the three nations. Please note 
that the strength of a US battalion will be reduced by 
about 201 when opposing a Soviet battalion and SOX when 
opposing a Chinese battalion.... The purpose of these 
reductions is to provide play balance between forces of 
differing intrinsic strengths.* Also, reductions are Bade 
in Sino-Soviet confrontations. Similarly, the designer 
has modified the TOE (Table of Organization and Equipment) 
for a mechanized infantry company. He notes ’Hopefully, 
ay adjustments do not result in a significant distortion 
of reality.* But the adjustments do in fact distort 
reality considerably. US military doctrine does not call 
for battalions to engage battalions; US battalions plan to 
engage regiments. By reducing strengths to make the 
situation playable, the designer has defaulted any attempt 
to render military doctrine applicable. 

Thus, although the playability of the game remains 
high, any semblance to reality is tenuous at best. For 
the advanced gamer, lessons learned herein will be incor¬ 
rect at best. But, one must remember that the game is 
rated as introductory, and for the novice wargamer, this 
simulation is interesting and highly playable. The ter¬ 
rain options and different situations offer a multitude of 
play. Overall, a recommended product for the novice, but 
a simulation to be avoided by the serious gamer. 

Scuttlebut t SSI has released PANZER 6RENADIER, a 
Roger Damon design descended from OPERATION WHIRLWIND and 
FIELD OF FIRE. Proposed future releases include USAAF 
(daylight bomber offensive over Germany, 1943-45) in De¬ 
cember and ANTIETAN (the Civil War battle) in January. 
Hicroprose is rushing to complete its CONFLICT IN VIETNAH, 
1954-1972. This reviewer has been actively involved in 
the playtesting of this product for historical accuracy. 
In fact, on 23 November, the designer (Ed Sever) and this 
reviewer met with several experts in this area (including 
two army general officers) for an in-depth playtesting 
session. See Computer Gamino World (Harch-April 1986) for 
complete details. 
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BLACK PATCH 
P-O. Box 
ArnoId, MD 
< 301 > — 757 


SYSTEMS 
50 1 
2 10 12 
— 1 323 


WE WILL BEAT ANY PRICE 
ANYWHERE 



ATARI 130XE. .. .. . 
ATARI 1027..-.. 

INDUS GT... 

APE-FACE... 

SUPRA MI CRONE!.. 
POCKET MODEM... 


ATARI 400/800 130XE 


$CALL 

ATARI 

1050. . . 

..$CALL 

.$89. 

ATAR I 

XM301. 

....$39. 

'v.'s 

U-PRINT. .. 

.•i~ c c 

M II H •• H II II ••P S..f \.J H 

. $50. 

SUPRA 

MICROPRINT. 


$149. 

SUPRA 

1000E. 

•I n ii it ii H i» 0 n 

. $85. 

AMDEK 

AMDCII . 

w $225 ii 


SOFTWARE 

KAYAN PASCAL.. $44.00 

RUBBER STAMP. ...$19.99 

MEGAFONT 11 +..$16.50 

TYPESETTER DISK II.$25.. 00 

PR IIMTSHOP GRAPH ICS 1,2,3.. .. $17. 

BASIC XI.. ..$39.00 

SYNFILE FOR 130 X E. .$33.00 

HOMEPAK. $33. 00 

WE CARRY ALL ATARI SOFTWARE AND 


TYPESETTER_......$22. 75 

PAGE DESIGNER.$19.99 

TYPESETTER DISK I...$20.00 

PRINTSHOP. ..$28.00 

ATARIWRI TER..._.$19. 00 

BASIC XE.$49.00 

SYNCAL..C FOR 130XE. . . $33.00 

PAPERCLIP.$31.00 

HARDWARE AT LOWEST PRICES 



ANYWHERE!!! 






PRINTERS / MONITORS / MODEMS 

AMDEK COLOR 300..$179.00 

TEKNIKA MJ/10.....$179.00 

EPSON LX—80. $238.00 

LX—80 CIJTSHEET. . ..$57.00 

EPSON FX — 185....$469.00 

PANASONIC 1092. .$335. 00 

HAYES 300.. $145.00 

EPSON MX,RX,FX RIBBONS..„$4„99 

FLIP--N-FI LE 3.5 MICRO_$8. 25 

PAPER #20 1000 SHEETS.....$10. 


t SUPPLIES 

TAX AN 220.$249.00 

TEKNIKA M J / 22..$259.00 

LX-80 TRACTOR.......$24.00 

EPSON F X -85__$335.00 

PANASON IC 1091.$238.00 

PANASON IC 3131.$274.00 

HAYES 1200.. $377.00 

EPSON LX—80 RIBBON. ... $6.50 

AMARAY 5.3/4.$9.98 

DISKS... $7.25 


TO ORDER CALL OUR 24 HOUR HOTLINE AT (301) 757-1329. WE NOW 
TAKE MASTERCARD/VISA. WE WILL BEAT ANY! PRICE ANYWHERE. 
CALL US LAST WITH YOUR BEST PRICE AND WE WILL BEAT IT. 
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BLACK PATCH SYSTEMS 
P.O. BOX 501 
ARNOLD, MD 21012 
301-757-1329 

WE WILL MIL <f\ « ^%NV" PRICE 

ATARI 520ST HARDWARE 

ATARI 520ST MONOCHROME SYSTEM. *675. 

ATARI 520ST RGB SYSTEM. *845. 

ATARI SF354 DISK DRIVE.. *169. 

ATARI SF314 DISK DRIVE. ...*219. 

ATARI SC 1224 RGB MONITOR..... *349. 

ATARI SMM804 DOT PRINTER...... . *CALL 

ATARI SDMI24 L..Q PRINTER. ....*CALL 


ASTEROIDS...*23.50 

CALC/CLOCK/BREAKOUT__*15.50 

D B MASTER.*78.00 

GEM WRITE...*78.00 

MISSLE COMMAND...*23.50 

ST BI.J ISNESS TOOLS...*47.00 

STAR RAIDERS...*23.50 

FINANCIAL TIME MACH..*45.00 

HALLEY PROJECT.*37.00 

GATO. ...... ...*30.00 

ULTIMA II...... *45. 00 

EXPRESS. .... *35.00 

CHAT... .*15.00 

4xFORTH. „ ... *CALL ! 

HEX.....*24.00 

M-DISK. .. .*22.00 

MIJDPIES.*20.00 

HAB A WRI TER...*45 „ 00 

SUNDOG. ..*30.00 

SOFT SPOOL.*30.00 

MI-TERM...*59.00 

TIME BANDIT.. *30. 00 

FINAL WORD.. *86.00 

HABA MAIL LIST. ... *45.00 

HABADISK 1OMB.*CALL ! 

HABA MODEM. ..._*CALL ! 


BATTLE ZONE___*23.50 

CENTIPEDE..........*23.50 

GEM PAINT.*39.00 

HOME PLANET. ..*39.00 

*VIP PROFESSIONAL..*CALL 

ST COBOL..*39.00 

2KEY ACCOUNTING....*62.00 

DEJA VIJ...*41.00 

KEYBOARD CADET.*30.00 

KING'S QUEST II....*37.50 

MONDAY MRNG MGR_*37.50 

BUISNESS LETTERS...*35.00 

FLIPSIDE. ..*42.00 

FORTH ACCELERATOR..*54.00 
HIPPO-C COMPILER...*48.00 

MINCE. ..*104.00 

HABA WILLS..*30.00 

PC / INTERCOMM.*74.00 

DEGAS.. *30.00 

CALENDAR.. *23. 50 

GOLD RUNNER.*23.00 

4mFORTH LEVEL 2...*119.00 
HABA PHONEBOOK.....*35.00 
HABA CALENDAR......*30.00 

HABAD I SK 20 MB.*CALL ! 

FUJI 3.5". *22.00 


COMPUTER DERMINO 

HI IIS FIT fill: 1 &BBXL 1 «ET Pit 1 NTER, S# D1 SK S* 
ftfill FCMJli; PPOGPIIWS! 

* 

1 111 !ESS a 
iio. 

CIJEEEIIT COMPUTERS 


LIIIIT ONE ENTEEV FEE HOUSEHOLDS 
OEflllltICI MMUBRY 1 STH, 1 SSE| 1 
M1IIIIEE NOT IF!EC BY lift 1L ! * 

SEND TO I If PS'.»! FOB * 5# Ifti!T 


L-OjpHO S!il2 
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ATARI SCUTTLESITS 

by Bob Kml1y 

This month's colusn will complete the Christmas prod¬ 
uct reviews by examining Atari hardware available for your 
buying spree, take an initial look into where the Major 
competition within the »icro-co»puter Market May occur in 
1986, and share soMe thoughts on what has to be considered 
the Most Misleading Atari related news report for 1985. 

Outlook - 1986 

One of the Most over used phrases in 1985 within the 
conputer industry as well as the press has been "targeting 
the snail business Market." In usage, this phrase has 
thrown at a geonetric rate while IBM’s penetration of the 
business Market increased only at an arithenatical rate 
(Ricardo’s Law applied to the electronic’s industry). 
Nevertheless, as snail conputer Manufacturers were 
squeezed out of the Fortune 500 Market, these fins, if 
they survived, had to revise their Market strategies - 
e.g. pursue the snail business customer. 

Andy Rooney, the CBS connentator, night say about 
this situation, "Have you ever seen a snail business Mar¬ 
ket or do you know where it lives?" A significant nunber 
of conputer Manufacturers are hoping they know where the 
snail business customer does reside in 1986 - their sur¬ 
vival nay depend on it. 

Sone of the fins either directly or indirectly in 
competition for the snail business/hone Market are; Ap¬ 
ple, Atari, Connodore, Tandy (TRS-80), and Texas Instru¬ 
ments to Mention only a few. Illustrative of the reason¬ 
ing of these firns are connents by Hr. Roach, President of 
Tandy Corporation, which appeared in the Hall Street Jour¬ 
nal in early Noveiber: 

Later this Month, Tandy plans to start selling its 
node! 3000 personal conputer, which is conpatible 
with and neant to coapete with IBH’s high perfor¬ 
mance AT Model.... But instead of aiming at For¬ 
tune 500 conpanies — the nain Market for such Ma¬ 
chines — Tandy will focus on selling the 3000 to 
work-at-hone individuals and snail businesses which 
have been buying Tandy's other IBH compatible mod¬ 
els. 

The logic of the statement is inescapable. However, 
the higher order question is how many firms might survive 
the competition in 1986 for what is essentially a limited 
market? Is Atari positioned well for the battle ahead? 
Right now, it’s hard to provide a definitive answer to 
this question. For the mosent, let’s me hedge and say if 
a range of hone entertainment, home finance, and small 
business software is available within the next six months 
for the 520ST, Atari's influence and sales will definitely 
rise. In 1986, this is the market where the action is — 
IBH owns the corporate computer market. 


The Non-Story of 1985 

In the summer of 1985, Apple Computer threatened le¬ 
gal action against Digital Research Inc. (DRI), over its 
Graphics Environmental Hanager (6EH) system on the grounds 
it infringed on the patents for Apple’s Haclntosh visual 
interface. The GEH system is the most distinctive soft¬ 
ware feature of the new Atari 520ST. In September, an 
agreement was reached between Apple and DRI. InfoWorld 
reported on the agreement (Oct. 7) in what surely has to 
be characterized as the school of scare-then-to-death 
journalism. The article stated: 

The agreement also throws into doubt the future of 
6EH — which DRI has identified as key to its cor¬ 
porate strategy — as well as prospects for several 
software companies now developing applications to 
run under 6EH. 

In other words, the world, as we know it, may soon 
end for DRI, software companies working with 6EH, and by 
implication Atari. 

Soon after, I attended several Atari user group meet¬ 
ings and this was the number one topic of discussion. 
Hany felt that the future of the 520ST was in doubt. I 
stated that I believed it to be a non-issue since Apple 
was challenging 6EH’s visual screen presentation, not a 
fundamental concept which would involve substantive pro¬ 
gramming changes. In any event, the debate was hot and 
heavy at the user group level. The uncertainty most 
likely made a number of people reconsider whether to buy 
an Atari 520ST. 

The next step in the saga was a very interesting re¬ 
port by John Dvorak "Inside Track" on the back page of the 
October 28 issue of InfoUorIds 

Hy sources tell me that Jack Tramiel isn’t going to 
let Apple stop Atari from using an interface 
largely designed and standardized by the Kerox Star 
[original development work for icon plus other 
novel concepts was at Xerox’s Palo Alto Research 
Center!. It’s apparent that the whole Apple ploy 
is aimed at the Atari 520ST (GEH licensees) and not 
DRI.... DRI rolled over as if it didn't have a 
prayer. This was done in the face of failed law¬ 
suit after failed lawsuit made gainst Pac-Han 
clones. 

So Tramiel will sue [if Apple does not back off] to 
keep the interface the way it is; with him, I un¬ 
derstand (unconfirmed), will be Texas Instruments 
with its deep pockets.... 

The most recent report in this un-event was another 
front page headline in InfoUorId on November 11, 1985. It 
stated that DRI had submitted to Apple its changes to GEH 
and DRI believes no further alterations would be required. 
Apple, for its part, said they were studying the changes 
to see if they were sufficient (who is kidding who?). 
Further, DRI officials say existing applications 
(programs) written for GEH will not have to be redone in 
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order to work on the back page with the modified desktop 
(6EM). So all that has changed is the look of the front 
screen? Uho would have guessed at this outcome? 

The way this event was handled by InfoUorld lakes ie 
wonder if anyone does research prior to writing anyiore. 
Facts were confused in the early October issue (this is a 
generous interpretation) and little has been done since to 
clarify the situation in any analytical Banner. How iany 
people bought another coiputer or indefinitely delayed the 
purchase of an Atari ST because of the way this story was 
handled? How iany software developers delayed ST prograas 
that otherwise lay have been available for Christias? 

Hardware Raviaw 

In talking about hardware, I will concentrate largely 
upon the computers theiselves. In the 8-bit aarket, the 
130XE is well worth the price. I have checked local re¬ 
tail outlets and software designed for this lachine is now 
on the shelves. If you intend to stay with your 8-bit in¬ 
vestment, then without doubt invest the roughly $135 for a 
130XE. In conjunction with Atari 8-bit coiputer line 
EXE/XL) , the ATR 8000 reiains in the best-buy category. 
If you have need to run HordStar, DBase II, or a host of 
other conercial business software, the ATR 8000 is the 
way to go (CP/H 2.2). I have both computers and at 
pleased with the way they have performed. Incidentally, I 
installed Oaniaon XE/XL in iy 130XE so that I don't have 
to use the Translator disk to run iy older 800 software. 


It also provided ie with a aachine language unitor. If 
you do upgrade to a 130XE or even if you already own one, 
I recouend Oiniion XE/XL highly. 

If you are interested in the 16-bit aarket, the 520ST 
awaits. I saw this aachine demonstrated at Atarifest. 
The graphics are awesoae. It was faster than a speeding 
bullet! However, it could not leap tall buildings. 

The uncertainity governing the purchase of a 520ST is 
the limited software base at present. Early reports froa 
COMDEX indicate that aore top quality ST prograas will be¬ 
come available in late Deceaber/January tiae fraae. Uhat 
advice do I have to give? The cautious buyer will wait. 
Those that don't aind soae risk and want in on the ground 
floor should write Santa because the aachines are going 
fast. 

Reaeaber, these products as well as the software dis¬ 
cussed in last aonth’s column are available at local Atari 
retail outlets at very coapetitive prices. I know owners 
of non-Atari coaputers who have said that they wish they 
had available to thea such local stores as STS Video, L & 
Y Electronics, ACA, Diskcovery and The Prograa Store. 
It's the people that aake these stores (hi, Susie). Sup¬ 
port then with your purchases permitting thea also to en¬ 
joy the holiday. 

I wish you a Happy Hannukah, Merry Christmas, and the 
best for the New Year. See you in February. 


ATR8000 - BREAKOUT BOH 





INTRODUCE FLEXIBILITY & SYSTEM CONTROL 
RLL IN ONE BOX: 


separate hook-up 
For Atari coMputer 
& Atari disk dri 


-printer porttserial 


on parallel) 

-drive port(connect 
up -to 4 ds/dd IBM 
type drives) 

-ModeM port(R5232) 


-CP/M 

(64K 


2.2 inoluded 
systeM) 


-MS/DOS optionaltalso . 
use as natxdisk in cpm) 


RUN BUSINESS SOFTHRRE 


CALL 301-839-7377 


(dBRSE II & WORDSTAR IN NSOOS OR CP/M) 


% 315 HRPPVIO VEflR 


(PLUS SHIPPING) 
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Atari’s Small Miracles 

by Mark A. Broun 

Welcone back to Atari’s Saall (tirades, the coluan 
dedicated to short prograas of all types. Last aonth we 
saw soae prograas that created abstract art; useless and 
bizarre things that were interesting to watch. This aonth 
we’ll go to the opposite end of the spectrua, utility 
prograas. These help you prograa in BASIC. They aake 
working on the coaputer a little easier, a little less 
nerve wracking, and let you live a happier life. On to 
the prograas! 

TINYMENU 

This seven line beauty is a siaple aenu prograa. It 
prints the files and prograas stored on a disk and runs 
the one you choose. While not daiaing to be original, it 
is unique in that it’s only seven lines and it’s the only 

one I know of that can print up to sixty-four filenaaes on 

to the screen. The prograa only works with file naaes 
coapatible with DOS 2.OS (i.e. eight characters with a 
three character extender). 

When run, it reads the file naaes into a string then 
prints then to the screen in three coluans. To the left 
of the file naaes are characters printed in inverse (to 

stand out). When you see the words "Your choice?* at the 

bottoa of the screen, look for the file you would like to 
run and press the key of the character next to that file. 
If it is a BASIC prograa it will be run, if not a aessage 
will appear at the bottoa of the screen telling you so and 
will ask you to choose another file. 

Prograas like this are great for reaeabering what is 
on a disk or if you can’t reaeaber how a file nane is 
spelled. It’s not a bad idea to keep a copy on every 
prograaaing disk for convenience. I do. 

10 GRAPHICS 8:POKE 752,1:OPEN <11,4,8," 

K:":DIN Fi$(800),F2$(17),F3$(20):OPEH 
112,6,8,"R:*.*":POKE 752,1:Z=8 
28 INPUT #2,F2$:IF FZ$(5,10)<>"FREE 5" 

THEN Z=Z+1:Fl$(Z*12-ll,Z*12)=F2$(3,14 
1:F1$(Z*12,Z*12)=CHR$(155):GOTO 28 
30 F0R 8=0 TO Z-1:Y=INT(0/3):X=0-3*Y:P 
OSITION 13*X+1,Y:? CHRS(8+176);FlS(8*1 
2+1,8*12+12):NEXT 8 
48 CLOSE St2:POSITION 2,23:? CHR$(156); 

CHRS(127);chrS( 127);"Your choice?";:GE 
T #1,8:8=8-47:TRAP 40 
50 F2$=F1$( (0-11*12+1, (0-11*12+12) :F3S 
="0:":F0R X=i TO 8:IF F2$(X,X)<>" " TN 
EN F3$(LEN(F3$)+1)=F2$(X,X):NEXT X 
60 F3$(LEN(F3$)+1)=".":F3S(LEN(F3$)+1) 
=F2$(9,11):TRAP 78:? CHRS(156);CHRS(12 
7)J" RUNNING ";F3S;:RUN F3S 
70 ? CHRS(156);CHRS(127);CHRS(253)}CHR 
$(253);" CANNOT RUN ";F3$;:F0R T=1 
TO 588:NEXT T:GOTO 40 


CHEAPREN 

This prograa is also not fairly original, however 
that does not decrease its usefulness. It’s a very siaple 
renuabering prograa; all it does is renuaber lines; no 
references are changed such as line nuabers following 
GOTOs, GOSUBs, TRAPs, etc. Many prograas exist to 
renuaber and to change references, however they all exceed 
ten lines (the liait for this coluan). 

To use this prograa first type it in, then LIST it 
(not SAVE) to disk under a convenient file naae. Load up 
the prograa you want to renuaber, ENTER this prograa and 
type "GOTO 32760*. The prograa will proapt you ’Froa, 
By?" at which point you should answer how you want to 
renuaber the prograa :froa what line nuaber and by what 
increaent. The prograa will be finished in a short tiae 
and the words 'READY AND WATTING* will appear followed by 
soae nuabers. Those nuabers correspond to the line 
nuabers of CHEAPREN and if you want to erase it (leaving 
the original prograa intact) just press the RETURN key 
three tines. 

A brief explanation: using the two byte pointer 
STHTAB (at 136 decinal, $86 hex) CHEAPREN finds the 
beginning of the BASIC prograa in aeaory. It goes through 
the whole prograa line by line (the third byte in each 
line is what you have to add to the current line pointer 
to get the next) and siaply pokes in new line nuabers. 
Siaple, quick, and effective. 

32780 ? CHRS(125);"CheapRen: Hunker fr 
ON, by uhat?“:INPUT F,B:P=PEEK(136)+25 
6*PEEK(137):? :? :FOR 8=F TO 32700 5TE 
P 8 

32710 IF PEEK(P+1)<127 THEN ? "Ln#»;0; 

"/";:H=INT(8/256):L=A-2S6*H:POKE P,L:P 
OKE P+1,H:P=P+P£EK(P+2):NEXT A 
32726 ? :? :? (8-F)/B;" lines":? :? "R 
E0DY AND WAITING TO 5ERVE YOU":? 32700 
:? 32710:? 32720:? "mttt":END 

MLSORT 

Have you ever had a list of iteas stored on the 
coaputer you wanted sorted (arranged in a certain order, 
like alphabetically?) Have you tried to do the sort in 
BASIC? Did you notice how slowly it went? The solution 
has arrived, a aachine language sort! HLSORT is an all 
aachine prograa (put into BASIC data stateaents) that 
sorts any nuaber of iteas in aeaory quickly. Type in the 
prograa, renuaber it (you can even use the CHEAPREN 
prograa given above) and put it into a prograa. Whenever 
you need a list of iteas sorted do the following USeR 
call: 

JUNK=USR(ADR(SORTS) ,TABLE,NUNBER,LENGTH,[BEGKEY, ENDKEYI) 
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TABLE would be replaced with the address of the first 
byte of the first entry, NUMBER would be the nuaber of 
entries to sort, LENGTH is the nuaber of bytes in each 
entry, and BE6KEY and ENDKEY is the part of the entry to 
sort (subtract one froa these nuabers, treating the first 
byte in an entry as byte nuaber zero). Note that you 
don't have to include BE6KEY or ENDKEY; if you don't it 
will be sorted on the whole entry. 

Soae technical considerations: NLSORT is fast by 
virtue of being in aachine language only; its algoritha is 
nothing to brag about: a siaple selection sort. More than 
300 iteas slows the sort down quite a bit, though it is 
still faster than BASIC. You can't sort entries with aore 
then 2S5 bytes. Your entries all aust be the saae nuaber 
of bytes and have to be placed iaaediately after each 
other in aeaory (fixed length continuous records). 

For a practical deaonstration of the sort, type in 
TINYMENU, CHEAPREN, and NLSORT. Renuaber NLSORT froa line 
nuaber 21 by l's; LIST it to disk. Load TINYNENU then 
ENTER the renuabered sort back into the prograa. Add the 
following line: 

28 PRINT "Sorting...":JUNK=USR(ADR(SORT$),ADR(F1*),Z,12) 

The aenu prograa will now print a sorted list of file 
naaes, aaking it auch easier to find specific naaes that 
would otherwise be lost in a juable of letters. 

10 DIM SORTS(144):C=0:FOR 0=1 TO 144:R 
EAR B:SORTS(A,0)=CNR$(B):C=C+B:NEXT Ai 
IF CO23071 THEN ? "Oata error!":END 
30 DATA 210,104,170,104,133,213,104,13 
3,212,104,133,223,104,133,222,169,0,13 
3,220,104,104,133,216,56,233,1,133 
40 DATA 221,224,3,240,8,104,104,133,22 
0,104,104,133,221,165,212,133,214,165, 
213,133,215,165,222,133,218,165 
50 DATA 223,133,219,165,214,24,101,216 
,133,214,144,2,230,215,164,218,208,2,1 
98,219,198,218,136,152,5,219,208,28 
68 DATA 164,222,208,2,198,223,198,222, 
136,152,5,223,208,1,96,165,212,24,101, 

216,133,212,144,191,230,213,208 
70 DATA 187,164,220,177,212,209,214,24 
0,20,144,193,164,216,136,177,212,170,1 
77,214,145,212,138,145,214,136,16 
80 DATA 243,48,175,200,196,221,208,225 
,248,168 

DATAQEN 

I'a willing to bet that you didn’t wonder how I got 
ay aachine language prograa turned into data stateaents. 
Nell I’ll tell you anyway because the process aay be 
useful to aany other people. After asseabling it to a 
file on disk I ran DATAGEN, inputted the file naae at the 
"File??" proapt (along with the "Dl:* drive indicator) and 
DATAGEN aade the prograa for ae! Using the Atari forced 


return node to aake prograa lines while another prograa is 
running, this little prograa generates things like NLSORT 
quickly and easily. 

1 DIM AS(20):? "Wile?”;:INPUT AS:TRAP 
2:OPEN 111,4,0,AS:GET ill,A:SET ttl,B:PO 

KE 195,0:IF A=255 AND B=255 THEN 3 

2 ? CHR$(125);CHR$(253);CHRS(253);"Not 
a binary load file!!!":END 

3 N=6 :Al=i:A2=65808:GET «tl,Al:GET 111,8 
:A1=A1+256*B:GET M,A2:GET ttl,B:A2=A2* 

256*6:? CHRS(255) 

4 ? :? :? :? :? "10 FOR A=";Alj" TO "j 
A2;":READ B:POKE A,B:NEXT ft:REN DIN AS 
(";A2-A1+1;"):F0R A=1 TO "J 

5 ? 02-01+1;":READ B:A$(A,A)=CNR$(B):N 
EXT A":G0SU6 9:FOR L=20 TO 32760 STEP 
10:? CHRS(125):? :? :? :? L;“ DATA "; 

6 FOR A=1 TO 25:TRAP 7:GET ttl,B:? B;", 

";:IF A1<A2 THEN NEXT A:? CHRS(126):A1 
=A1+1:60SUB 9: NEXT L 

7 IF AOl THEN ? CHRS (126) 

8 ? :? :? :? :? :? :FOR A=0 TO 9:? A:N 
EXT A:? "CLOSE Hi:POKE 842,12":P0SITI0 
N 2,0:P0KE 842,13:STOP 

9 ? :? :? :? "POKE 842,12:RETURN":POSI 
TION 2,8:P0KE 342,13:STOP 

DOODLE 

And for those of you who can't use any of the above 
prograas, a quick three liner is included for you. Aptly 
entited DOODLE this prograa siaply lets you draw a white 
line all over the screen. Pressing the trigger clears the 
screen. Its fun is in its siaplicity. 

10 GRAPHICS 22:POKE 708,15:DIN S(15,2) 

:FOR 3=5 TO 15:READ X,Y:S(Z,1)=X:S(Z,2 
)=Y:NEXT Z:X=80:Y=48 

20 Z=STICK(8):X=X+S(Z,1):Y=Y*S(Z,2):X= 
X-(X>159) + (X<0) :Y=Y+(Y<8)-(Y>95): COLOR 
l:PLOT X,Y:IF STRIG(8)=1 THEN 20 
30 RUN :DATA 1,1,1,-1,1,0,0,0,-1,1,-1, 

— 1 ,- 1 , 8 , 0 , 0 , 0 , 1 , 8 ,— 1 , 8,8 


If you have any prograas you’d like to contribute to 
this coluan, send listings to Atari's Saall Nirades/ co 
Nark A. Brown/ 7097 Gaae Lord Dr/ Springfield, VA/ 22153 
or upload then to Araudic (703-569-8305) and tell ae about 
it in the electronic aail (send it to E.L.F.) The 
prograas have to be less then ten lines and should be in 
BASIC (aachine language can be converted with DATA6EN). 
Happy Holidays! 
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BASIC XL COMMUNICATIONS 
by Eric Alchouimk 

A powerful coaaunications prograa such as AHGDEH71 
oftentiaes presents a bewildering array of user options. 
The casual bulletin board 'browser' is frequently 
interested in just reading and saving Message text files 
as easily as possible. The progran XLTERK.BAS provides 
just such a capability in a coapact, efficient package 
that is especially easy to use. 

Host coaaunication prograas that are written using 
BASIC incorporate Machine language routines in order to 
handle the actual data transfer. This is because BASIC is 
usually too slow to keep up with even a 300 BAUD aodea. 
XLTERH.BAS, however, is written entirely in BASIC and 
avoids this problea in a nuaber of ways. First, it's 
extreeaely short-just 10 lines (with the first four doing 
aost' of the work). Secondly, the ’working part* is kept at 
the beginning so that BASIC doesn’t have to spend a lot of 
tiae searching for lines. Lastly, it’s written in BASIC XL 
(froa O.S.S.) which is inherrently faster and aore 
efficient than the BASIC provided by ATARI. XLTERH.BAS 
keeps up easily at 300 BAUD. I haven’t tested it at any 
other speeds since I do not have a faster aodea although 
operation at 1200 BAUD would be unlikely. 

The prograa’s operation is siaple if not entirely a 
good exaaple of structured prograaaing practice. In this 
case, readability had to be sacrificed in exchange for 
speed. Line 1 places the BASIC XL cartridge into the FAST 
node in order to take advantage of iaproved processing of 
(SOTO and branching stateaents. After the screen is 
cleared, the flow is transferred to lines 9 and 10 which 
set up variables and open the appropriate input/output 
channels for data transfer.Notice that the string At is 
set up as the buffer area for saving incoaing text. Its 
size depends on the aaount of free aeaory accesable to 
BASIC XL. 

Lines 2 through 4 carry the bulk of the 
coaaunications load. Line 2 has three functions to 
per fora. If data is coaing in over the aodea line, it 
directs it to line 3 where it is displayed and saved in At 
(if the buffer is turned on). If the user is entering data 
into the keyboard, the keyboard output is sent out to the 
aodea. If neither is happening, flow is transferred to 
line 4 to check if any of the three console keys (START, 
SELECT, or OPTION) are pressed. 

If the START key is activated, control passes to line 
6 where the buffer state is changed (ON to-OFF or OFF-to- 
0N) and the buffer status aessage is displayed. The SELECT 
is used to proapt the user for a FILESPEC in order to 
save, display or print the buffer data. Lastly, the OPTION 
key erases the buffer contents. 

To use XLTERH.BAS, you will need an 850 interface, 
the *R:’ handler (which is called the AUT0RUN.SYS file) 
contained on your original DOS 2.0 disk, a BASIC XL 
cartridge froa O.S.S. and a 300 baud aodea (and cable). 
Copy DOS and the special AUTORUN.SYS file onto a new disk. 
Type in XLTERH.BAS and save it on the disk. Re-boot the 
coaputer in order to load the AUTORUN.SYS file and RUN 


"D:XLTERH.BAS'. You should receive the buffer size, buffer 
state and TERHINAL OK Messages. Next, dial up and begin 
receiving. 

If you would like to save incoaaing data, press START 
to get the BUFFER ON aessage and hit RETURN in order to 
activate. Anything received after hitting RETURN is saved 
until START is again pressed and the BUFFER OFF proapt is 
displayed followed by another RETURN. 

Hitting SELECT generates the FILESPEC= aessage. By 
entering E:, you can view the contents of the buffer on 
the screen, entering P: sends the contents to a printer 
while entering DsNAHE.EXT sends the buffer file to the 
disk drive under the heading NAHE.EXT. You can repeat this 
procedure as often as you like without erasing the buffer. 
An invalid filespec generates a clever INVALID FILESPEC 
aessage but does not affect the buffer contents. 

Once you are finished with the buffer, pressing 
OPTION will generate the ERASE BUFFER proapt. Hitting the 
RETURN key irretrievably erases the buffer. If you should 
change your aind, typing in NO or anything else followed 
by RETURN aborts the erase process and generates the 
BUFFER SAFE aessage to reassure you that the buffer 
contents are OK. 

That suaaarizes the prograa flow and operation. If 
you should develop any enhanceaents or have any 
suggestions or coaaents, I would appreciate hearing about 
thea. Leave a aessage on ARHUDIC addressed to ae if you 
do. 

XLTERM.BAS 

1 Fast :? Chr$( 125):Goto 8:Rem (01985 
, ERIC ALCHOWIAK, (BASIC XL) 

2 Status #5, As If Not Peek(747) s If 
Peek(764X255:Get #l,A:Put #5,A:Goto 

2:Else sGoto 4:Endif sEndif 

3 Get #5,A:D$=Chr$(A): If A>31s? D$;: 

If B:A$=A$,D$sGoto 2:Else sGoto 2:En 

dif sElse sGoto 2:Endif 

4 On Peek(53279) Goto 2,2,5,2,7,6,2 

5 Input "BUFFER CLEAR?",B$: If Len(B$ 
)=0:A$=""sClose #5:Goto lOsElse s? "BU 
FFER SAFE"sGoto 2:Endif 

6 ? : If B:B=0:Input "BUFFER OFF",B$: 
Goto 2:Else :B=1:Input "BUFFER ON",B$: 
Goto 2:Endif 

7 Trap 9s? :B$="":Close #5:Input "FILE 
SPEC=",B$:Open #2,8,0,B$s? #2;A*:B=0:G 
oto 10 

8 A=Fre(0)-100:Dim R*(2),A*(A),B$(15), 
D$(l)sOpen #1,4,0,"K:":R$="R:":? "BUFF 
ER=";A:? "BUFFER OFF"sGoto 10 

9 ? "INVALID FILESPEC":Trap 40000 

10 Close #2:Open #5,13,0,R$:Xio 40,#5, 
0,0,R$s? "TERMINAL OK"sGoto 2:End 
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VoL?.NO;10> 


Cyrranfe ifefeta 


• 

HARDWARE********************* 

ENTERTAINMENT**************** 


ATARI 130XE. 

..$129.99 

INFOCOM- 




1050 DISK DRIVE 

..$159.99 

ALL INFOCOM FOR 800.. 

.$ 

29.99 


XM301 MODEM- 

..$ 44.99 

ALL INFOCOM FOR 520.. 

.$ 

29.99 


1030 MODEM..... 

..$ 59.99 

BOUNDERBUND SOFTWARE 




1020 PLOTTER... 

. .$ 39.99 

KARATEKA. 

. $ 

27.99 


1027 PRINTER... 

..$ 99.99 

LUCASFILMS- 






KORONAS RIFT. 


29.99 


520ST COMPUTER 

SYSTEM 

EIDOLON. 

.$ 

29.99 


COMPETITIVE PRICING 

RESCUE ON FRACT. 


29.99 


CREDIT CARD NOSURCHARGE 

BALL BLAZER. 

. $ 

29.99 


AUTHORIZED 520 

SERVICER 

ELECTRONIC ARTS- 




CALL FOR PRICING 

MUSIC CONST.SET. 

.$ 

19.99 




ONE ON ONE. 

. $ 

29.99 


256K FOR 800XL 

MICROPROSE- 




LET'S IT ACT AS 

A 130XE 

SILENT SERVICE. 

.$ 

27.99 


PLUS 128K MORE 

MEMORY 





INSTALLED. . . . . 

..$ 98.99 

WORDPROCESSORS& ACCESSORIES*** 


PRINTERS********************** 

ATARIWRITER. 

.$ 

29.99 




HOMEPAK. 

.$ 

39.99 


PANASONIC 


LJK LETTER PERFECT.... 

.$ 

49.99 


KXP1091. 

. .$249.99 

LJK SPELL PERFECT. 

.$ 

39.99 


KXP1092. 

. .$379.99 

SPELL WIZARD. 

.$ 

39.99 


KXP-3131. . . . . 

. .$279.99 

CUT& PASTE. 

.$ 

19.99 


EPSON 


PAPERCLIP. 

.$ 

49.99 


r v-ftn 

$249 99 

Ron QT__ _ _ _ _ 




CITIZEN 


Q bU D 1 

FINAL WORD. 

.$ 

99.99 


MPS-10. 

. .$259.99 

HABAWRITER... 

.$ 

59.99 


OLYMPIA 


EXPRESS WRITER. 

.$ 

45.99 


COMPACT RO... 

. .$339.99 

REGENT 1. 

.$ 

39.99 


COMPACT II.. . 

. .$379.99 





SILVEREED 


LANGUAGES********************* 


EXP-400. 

. .$229.99 







BASIC XL&XE(EA.). 

.$ 

59.99 


PRINTER UTILITIES************* 

BASIC XL TOOLKIT. 

.$ 

27.99 




MAC 65. 

.$ 

59.99 


TYPESETTER.. . . 

..$ 29.99 

MAC 65 TOOLKIT. 

.$ 

27.99 


RUBBERSTAMP. 

..$ 27.99 

ACTION... 

.$ 

59.99 


MEGAFONT 11+. 

..$ 22.99 

ACTION TOOLKIT. 

.$ 

27.99 


PAGEDESIGNER. 

..$ 27.99 

PILOT CART. 

.$ 

29.99 


PRINTSHOP. 

..$ 33.99 

LOGO & BOOKS. 

.$ 

39.99 


EXTRA GRAPHICS FOR PRINTSHOP 

LOGO BOOKS ONLY. 

.$ 

9.99 


PRINTSHOP (LIB 1> 2,3)EA$ 19.99 

KYAN PASCAL. 

.$ 

69.99 


MASUDAS0FT(LIB1,2>.. 

..$ 9.99 

520 ST- 




PRINTWIZ. 


4 X FORTH. 

.$ 

89.99 




HIPPO-C. 

.$ 

59.99 


BUSINESS APPLICATIONS********* 

****************************** 




***SPECIAL OF THE 

MONTH*** 


SYNCALC,SYNFILE,SYNTREND 

* KOALA PAD.$ 19 

.99 * 


EACH ABOVE. 

..$ 37.99 

* MEMOREX DISKS SS/DD 


* 


SYNSTOCK,SYNCHRON,SYNCOMM 

* BOX.$ 9 

.99 * 


EACH ABOVE.. 

..$ 32.99 

* DUST COVER SALE- 




B/GRAPH. 

..$ 49.99 

* 800XL,600XL,1050,810 

,1025 * 


NETWORTH. 

..$ 29.99 

* 1027,1200,PERCOM.RANA 

* 


GRAPH MASTER(NEW)- 

..$ 29.99 

* SALE PRICE.$ 5 

.99 * 


SYNCALC TEMPLATES.... 

..$ 15.99 

****************************** 


Wi 


L&Y 


ELECTRONICS 


SATAHI SERVICE 


WE WILL SHIP ANY 
PRODUCT BY MAILORDER 
COD/CREDIT CARD 


Store Hours 
M-F 10 to 8 
Sat. 10 to 7 


703-494-3444, Metro 643-1729 
13670JEFFERSON DAVIS HWY. 
WOODBRIDGE, VA 22191 


SALE ENDS DEC. 30, 1985 NO RAINCHECKS—IN STOCK ONLY 
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NEW PRODUCTS 

By Jack Hoitzhauer 

As usual, this coluan is devoted to new products for 
the Atari actually appearing on dealer’s shelves. And 
soae real goodies have aade it. Owner's of 130XE's will 
be pleased to learn that 128K versions of SynCalc, Synfile 
and PaperClip are finally available. AtariUriter Plus? 
Still to cote, but it actually exists - - see article 
elsewhere in this issue of CURRENT NOTES . Also, XLENT 
Software has released another useful "printware" product, 
Broderbund strikes again with Graphics Library 13, and Ad' 
venture International has a new (?) golf gane for rainy- 
day duffers. Except where obvious, descriptions and 
daias are those provided by the aanufacturer. 

8YNFILE+ 130XE VERSION 
SYNCALC 130XE VERSION 

CSynapse/Broderbund, 5221 Central Avenue, 
Richmond, VA 94804, 415/479-11203 

The long-awaited 128K version of Synfilet, the aost 
popular Atari database prograa, arrived at local dealers 
during aid-Noveaber. How does it differ froa previously 
released versions? Only in aeaory capacity. But what a 
difference. I have one 160-record file indexed on four 
fields with a total index length of 16. (The length of 
the index file (Filenaae.IDX), which has the aost direct 
iapact on aeaory capacity, is a function of the nuaber of 
records, the nuaber of fields indexed and the total length 
of the indexed characters.) In the standard 48K version, 
the file has a capacity of 317 records. In the recently 
released 64K version, capacity expands to 587 records, an 
increase of 852. But the new 128K issue can handle 2,967 
records, an increase of a whopping 835-percent! Uho needs 
a database to handle a file that large? How ’bout CURRENT 
NOTE’S subscriber list. Haybe not yet, but we’re getting 
there! 

What's new with SynCalc, the only spreadsheet for the 
Atari worth nentioning? Again, no new features that I 
know of, but the standard 48K version allows you only 
about 21K for progranning. The 130XE version? Would you 
settle for a 4002 increase to 84K? I will, at least until 
something better cones along. 


the other bugs reported in CN/M85 were apparently fixed 
in prior revisions. 

Priced at $49.99. Like Synapse, Batteries Included 
is offering upgrades to current owners for their old disk 
and $10.00. If interested, you can reach BI at the ad¬ 
dress given above. 

COPYALL XE/XL 

By Brace Blake. Order frost Atari Pouer & 
Light, c/q Mr. 14. Price, 126 Casstar 
Street, S.E., Vienna, VA 22180. 

CopyAU XE/XL is said to be a fast disk sector copier 
that takes full advantage of the additional RAH in the 
Atari 130XE. "CopyAll is nenu driven, easy to use, and a 
tine saver that copies single density disks in one pass, 
double density in two. One of the nain features of Copy- 
All XE/XL, in the single density node, is its ability to 
nake additional copies without re-reading the source disk 
(just the thing for user group librarians). The progran 
will autonatically identify the density of the source disk 
and produce a corresponding single or double density copy. 

The nenu allows you to identify both the source and 
destination drives, and to toggle on/off both destination 
drive fornatting and write verification. The progran does 
not handle Atari’s 1050 density-and-a-half. 

Priced at $14.75, this progran is writen by Bruce 
Blake, a nenber of the National Capital Atari Users’ 
Group, one of the local groups associated with WAACE. 

PRINT SHOP 

GRAPHICS LIBARARY #3 

Broderbund Softuare, 17 Paul Drive, San 
Rafael, CA 94903-2101 

Looking for another set of graphic inages to use with 
your PRINT SHOP progran or, for that natter, with sone of 
XLENT Software’s printware (see below)? This new release, 
priced at $19.99, has another 120 icons covering alnost 
every need fron Hastercard/VisaCard inages to yard sale 
signs. No parent with kids in school (cookie sales, PTA 
neetings, etc.) should be without it. 


Both of these products are priced at $39.99. To be 
honest, SynCalc nay not be available at your local dealer 
as yet. But those of you who own the 48K version can get 

the new update by sending your old progran disk to Synapse 

with a check for $10.00. Likewise with Synfile+. You can 
write to Synapse at the above address. 

PAPERCLIP 130XE VERSION 

Batteries Included, 17875 Sky Park North, 
Suite P, Irving, CA 92714, 416/881-9816 

Batteries Included has also released a 130XE version 
of PAPERCLIP. The packaging is exactly the sane as used 
for the older release, except for the "130XE" sticker, so 

1 guess the only difference nay be file capacity. Host of 


RUBBER STAMP 

XLENT Softuare, P.O. Box 5228, Spring- 
field, VA 22150, 703/644-8881 

Linda and Hike Barnes of XLENT Software nust actually 
be sending royalty checks to Len Dorfnan, Dennis Young and 
Randy Dellinger ’cause these three young fellows have cone 
up with another "creatility" package for the Barnes' 
printware series. As all " CURRENT NOTES " readers nust 
know by now, these folks (plus or ninus one or two), have 
previously given us HE6AF0NT II, PAGE DESI6NER and the 
first 130XE productivity package - TYPESETTER. 

RUBBER STAHP offers five printware utilities: 
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- a character set text editor which allows you to change 
font styles and sizes; 

- a graphics editor which loads graphics 7+ and 8 screens 
and TYPESETTER icons and, aaong other things, allows then 
to be altered, squeezed, stretched, and copied, etc.; 

- a special 16x16 character set editor which allows you to 
design or alter character sets in an ultra-high resolu¬ 
tion 256-dot fornat; 

- a 16x16 text aodule which allows you to load high-reso¬ 
lution character sets. You can use the fonts for pro¬ 
portional printing, or reverse then for aaking T-shirt 
transfers; 

- and, finally, you say you’ve been wishing you could use 
soae of those nifty PRINT SHOP graphic icons on your 
TYPESETTER/PA8E DESI6NER products. Just use the CONVERT 
ICON utility froa the aain aenu. 

Price at $29.99. Hhat else can XLENT Software do for 
us? I'd sure like to see a picture of Jennifer Brabson! 

MAXIGOLF 

Adventure International, Box 3435, Long- 
uood, FL 32750 

This new release froa a software house that hasn’t 
been heard froa recently daias to be an ‘incredibly real¬ 
istic golf siaulation for 1 to 4 players . . . with aany 
features (allowing you to) alter your stance, choose any 
variation of club, change the swing speed and add a hook 
or slice to the ball. . .* Add a hook or a slice? 6ood 
Grief! I've spent thirty years trying to get rid of aine. 
Two ‘pre-aade* courses are available . And you can use 
the ‘COURSE DESI6NER* to create and design the ‘course of 
your dreaas.’ Now that’s a feature I can really use. How 
’bout a par 22/thirty yard seventh hole? 

Although bearing a copyright date of 1984, one soft¬ 
ware vendor swears this one is just off the press. Priced 
at $25.99. 

CROSSWORD MAGIC 

Mind scape Inc., 3444 Dundee Road, North¬ 
brook, Ill. 60062 

Created by HINDSCAPE, a subsidiary of SFN, ‘one of 
the nation’s leading educational publishers for close to a 
hundred years — CROSSWORD NAGIC takes a national classic 
into the technological age. If your’re one of the ail- 
lions of people who enjoy crossword puzzles, you can now, 
with speed and ease, create and play original puzzles. 
Create, edit, play, print - all you do is choose the 
words; your coaputer does the work. Challenge yourself or 
stuap others. Create clever cards, announceaents, or in¬ 
vitations.’ 

Priced at $39.99, I’a told that this prograa is one 
of the Atari products aost frequently used by the Fairfax 
County school systea. 


RAMDX8K ON 800XL AND PR0GRAM8 
By Lmrry Nocmllm 

(Reprinted froa the OCT/85 edition of BETWEEN BYTES, the 
journal of the Jersey Atari Coaputer Society) 

Getting a raadisk on a 64K XL coaputer: 

1. Boot with DOS 2.5 and BASIC 

2. POKE 1802,PEEK(1802)+128 

3. Type: DOS and hit RETURN 

4. Write DOS using function *H* 

Now you are ready to use your raadisk. For soae 
reason, binary loading ‘RANDISK.COH’ is unnecessary on the 
XL’s. RUNing the BASIC prograa (below) will create an 
AUTORUN.SYS file that will autoaatically foraat the 
raadisk (D8:), so you won’t have to go to DOS and do it 
aanually. REHEHBER the raadisk has only 101 sectors. If 
you go over that, the whole raadisk will aess up. Once 
you use the prograa below and the technique above, you can 
do your usual raadisk custoaizations (see below) or just 
use the disk as a buffer while prograaaing. Also, this 
raadisk will work without BASIC!. Now there’s no need to 
do that annoying POKE and FORNAT sequence (CN Ed. Note: 
frequently seen in other XL raadisk routines). 

If you hate waiting for DOS to LOAD up, just write 
DOS toDB:. Return to BASIC. Type: POKE 5439,56. Then 
when you type DOS, the aenu will appear in a second! 
Delete D8:DOS.SYS, to save raadisk rooa. They you can 
write a NEH.SAV file. But watch out! Don’t go over 101 
sectors, or bye bye raadisk. 

HAVE FUN! 

10 REM *** FORMAT D8s AUTORUN *** 

15 REM *** FOR XL RAMDISK *** 

17 REM *** by Larry Nocella *** 

20 OPEN #1,8,0,"D:AUTORUN.SYS"« TRAP 50 
30 READ XsIF X=-l THEN 50 
40 PUT #1,XsQOTO 30 
50 CLOSE #1:END 

100 DATA 255,255,0,96,43,96,162,32 
110 DATA 169,254,157,66,3,169,39,157 
120 DATA 68,3,169,96,157,69,3,169 
130 DATA 0,157,74,3,157,75,3,32 
140 DATA 86,228,173,10,7,24,216,105 
150 DATA 128,141,10,7,96,68,56,58 
160 DATA 155,0,224,2,255,2,0,96 
170 DATA -1 

FINAL NOTE: If you already have an AUTORUN.SYS file, 
you can change line 20 in the BASIC prograa to: 

20 CLOSE $1: OPEN #1,8,0,‘D:RAMDISK.COM‘:TRAP 50 
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Ltarnlng Through LOGO 

by Sus&n Mol if 

LOGOi An Alternative to Word 
Processing for Young Children 

One of the nistakes that so»e parents and educators 
are apt to aake when iuntroducing children to vord 
processing, is trying, to teach then options at the outset. 

I’ve worked with aany young children, using both 
Atari Writer and Bank Street Writer, and observed their 
needs. Host children prefer writing a quick rough draft 
before they go to the coaputer, so thier thoughts are 
already largely organized. Very few prefer coaposing at 
the keyboard. I have yet to see a student aove blocks of 
text,, or need to use any of the aore advanced features of 
these prograas. Children basically need to 'delete back* 
to erase a letter or word, or use the control and arrow 
keys to go back and correct a aistake. 


TO ARC 
HT 

SETB6 0 
HT 

RT 45 RT 90 PU FD 100 PD 

REPEAT 10 CBK 20 LT 103 

PU REPEAT 5 [FD 20 RT 103 

PUTSH 1 :PERSON SETSH 1 ST 

WAIT 60 

FD 70 FD 100 

RT 90 FD 100 

PD 

END 

TO OVER 

PR [IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO START OVER TYPE 

SHRINKING THEN PRESS RETURN. 3 

END 


Once a child has been shown a few of the siaple 
editing features he/she ought to be allowed to begin using 
the word processor. Froa that point on the student should 
only be shown new features on a need to know basis. If 
he/she wishes to center a word or title, show hia/her how. 
If a child is writing paragraphs then it’s tiae to learn 
how to indent. Don't inundate your child with a lot of 
extra features before he/she begins. 

As an alternative to word processing, however, or 
perhaps as a pre-word processing experience, I would like 
to suggest to you that you consider L060 for your 
children. If I haven't already convinced you to run out 
and get L060 in ay previous discussions of problea solving 
and critical thinking with LOGO, perhaps this new 
application will do it. 

Iaagine a word processor that will allow children to 
write stories and draw pictures to illustrate their 
stories. Then they watch their stories and pictures 
unfold screen by screen on the aonitor. They print out 
their stories and duap their illustrations to the printer. 

Each part of a story is edited or revised in the L060 
editor. Pictures are easily aodified. Additions or 
deletions of sections are easily accoaplished. 

LOGO as a word processor can acccaplish all this. In 
addition, children can even write interactive stories, as 
in the exaaple that follows. What vord processor can do 
all that and also expose your child to a very success- 
oriented progr awing language? Consequently LOGO say be 
worth considering for the whole family's thoiught 
processing, and your child's word processing! 

TO 6.2 

PU RT 90 FD 50 

REPEAT 7 CPD FD 34 RT 56 HT3 
END 


TO B 
CT 

PR C3 
PR [3 

PR [YOU DECIDE TO BE FRIENDLY WITH THE 
MARTIAN. IT ASKS YOU TO STAY WITH IT 
FOREVER. YOU SAY, "OK".3 
REPEAT 5 [PR [33 
PR [THE END3 
WAIT 100 
COL 

3ETB8 74 

REPEAT 3 [PR [33 
OVER 
END 

TO R 
SS 
ARC 

WAIT 60 
TS CT 
PR [3 
PR [3 

PR [YOU GET SCARED OF THE MARTIAN AND YOU 
DECIDE TO RUN AWAY. YOU RUN SO FAR THAT 
YOU FALL OFF THE SIDE OF THE PLANET AND 
LAND ON A STAR. YOU ARE LOST FOREVER.3 
REPEAT 5 [PR U 3 
PR [THE END3 
WAIT 100 
COL 

SETBQ 74 
REPEAT 3 [PR [33 
OVER 
END 
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TO S 
CT 

PR C3 
PR n 

PR CYOU DECIDE TO STAY ON. YOU FLY TO AN 
UNKNOWN PLANET. WHEN YOU GET THERE YOU 
MEET A MARTIAN.3 
PR [3 
PR n 

PR [WILL YOU RUN AWAY OR WILL YOU BE 
FRIENDLY WITH IT ?3 
PR C3 

PR [PRESS R IF YOU RUN AWAY OR B IF YOU 
WILL BE FRIENDLY WITH IT, THEN PRESS 
RETURN. ] 

MAKE "ANSWER FIRST RL 
IF :ANSWER » "R CR] CB3 
END 

TO COL 

REPEAT 12 [SETBG RANDOM 1283 
END 

TO Q.l 
CS 

SETBG 0 
SETPC 0 7 
PU 

FD 120 

PD RT 90 FD 20 RT 90 FD 50 

LT 45 FD 60 RT 90 RT 45 

FD 100 RT 45 RT 45 RT 45 FD 50 
LT 45 FD 50 

PU BK 50 RT 90 FD 10 PD 

REPEAT 36 [FD 1 RT 103 

RT 270 LT 90 PU LT 90 FD 10 PD FD 17 

RT 45 FD 10 BK 10 LT 90 FD 10 

PU BK 17 LT 45 BK 5 PD FD 20 

WAIT 200 

CS TS 

END 

TO W 
CT TS 
SETBG 0 

PR [YOU DECIDE TO STAY AND WAIT FOR HELP. 
YOU WAIT FOR AN HOUR AND A CAT COMES AND 
KNOCKS YOU AND THE BOTTLE DOWN A FLIGHT 
OF STAIRS. YOU LAND IN A GARBAGE 
DISPOSAL AND YOU ARE LOST FOREVER. 

REPEAT 7 [PR [33 
PR [THE END3 
PR [3 


PR [3 
WAIT 300 
COL 

SETBG 74 
OVER 
END 

TO Y 
CT SS 
SETBG 0 
G.l 

WAIT 100 

PR [YOU YELL SO LOUD THAT YOU BREAK THE 
GLASS BOTTLE AND FALL INTO SOME 
TOOTHPASTE AND YOU GROW BACK TO YOUR 
NORMAL SIZE. THE END3 
WAIT 100 
COL 

SETBG 74 

OVER 

END 

TO J 
CT 

PR [3 
PR [3 

PR [YOU ARE FLYING AND YOU DECIDE TO 
JUMP. YOU LAND IN A GLASS BOTTLE. YOU 
DON'T KNOW WHAT TO DO.3 
PR [WILL YOU WELL OR WILL YOU WAIT FOR 
HELP?3 
PR [3 

PR [TYPE Y FOR YELL OR W FOR WAIT, THEN 
PRESS RETURN.3 
PR [3 

MAKE "ANSWER FIRST RL 
IF sANSWER * "Y [Y3 [W3 
END 

TO CIRC 
HT 

REPEAT 40 [FD 68 RT 190 SETPC 0 RANDOM 

128 SETBG RANDOM 1283 

END 

TO SETUP 
SETBG 74 
TS CT 
PR [3 
PR [3 

PR [YOU ARE WALKING ALONG THE SIDEWALK. YOU TRIP 
OVER YOUR SHOELACE AND FALL INTO A PUDDLE OF CHEMICALS. 
YOU SHRINK DOWN TO THE SIZE OF A PEANUT. SUDDENLY YOU 
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SEE A PAPER AIRPLANE. IT'S COMING TOWARD 
YOU. IT SWEEPS YOU UP. NOW YOU CAN GO 
OFF ON AN UNKNOW FLIGHT.] 

PR [] 

PR C3 

PR CWILL YOU JUMP OR STAY ON?] 

PR n 

PR [TYPE J TO JUMP OR S TO STAY ON PRESS 
RETURN.] 

END 

TO INTRO 

CT TS CIRC WAIT 60 

PR [WELCOME TO YOUR SKRINKING ADVENTURE!] 
PR [] 

PR [BY JOHANNA STUDER, JENNIFER WHELAN 
AND ANDREA SMITH.] 


WAIT 600 
TS CT CS 
END 

TO SHRINKING 
CT 

INTRO 

SETUP 

END 

TO Cl 

REPEAT 36 [FD 1 RT 10] 
END 



MAKE "PERSON [28 20 20 28 8 8 62 8 8 20 
34 65 0 0 0 0] 

MAKE "ANSWER "Y 




Our Wide Array Of 
Products Includes 


Hardware 

Atari 
Indus 
Panasonic 
Microbits 
other monitors 
& printers 


(Software H 

Synapse 
Infocom 
Broderbund 
Electronic Arts 
etc. 


(Accessories | 
Books 
Magazines 
Disks 
Paper 
Ribbons 
Joysticks 
etc. 


Featuring the full line 
of ATARI products 
|AND MUCH MUCH MORE! | 


EV C£f 


HOURS: 

M,T,W,S—10-6 
Th-Fri—10-8 
Sun—12-5 


620ST IN STOCK 


both mono and color systems 


130XE 

1050 Drive j 
1027 Printer | 

Atari Writer > 

Bonus disks - 11 for $11.95 
Authorized Atari 520ST dealer 


ALL FOR 

$495 


Applied Computer Associates (301)948-0256 

16220 Frederick Avenue, At The Comer Of Route 355 
Gaithersburg Md. 20879 And Shady Grove Road 


AMERICAN 


EXPRESS 


VISA 


Washington's 
Leading 


Local Dealer Price! 

( 301 ) 948-0256 


ATARI Dealer 
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by Bob Gaffney 


POWERSTAR 

[Pandora Software, North Andover, HA, Priced at $13.95. 

Bob 6affney is filling in for Roland 6abeler this aonth - 
ed.l 

PoverStar is the first offering froa an iaaginative 
group of engineers vho’ve incorporated under the Pandora 
naae. It is not only the title of an enticing new 
graphic-text adventure; it is as well a description of the 
coapany! 

In the 21st century all the earth’s energy is pro¬ 
vided by a single nuclear fusion reactor, isolated on a 
satellite for safety and security reasons. Everyone ap¬ 
pears content until all coaaunications with the PowerStar 
cease abruptly without explanation. You enter the adven¬ 
ture at a government airfield and, using coaaon sense, 
logic, and anything that isn't nailed down (but not neces¬ 
sarily in that order), aust struggle through a variety of 
puzzles and aindgaaes. A couple of animated opponents 
(like the resident engineer who sabotaged the vital elec¬ 
trical space station) add thrilling challenges as uell as 
frustration to this playful roap through space. 

The game foraat is entirely new for a word- or 
graphic-text adventure: a ISk-ROH cartridge. Because it 
is a cartridge, response to coanands is instantaneous. 
Additionally, all four directions of any scene can be 
viewed by siaply tapping the appropriate (arrow) key, the 
first letter of the direction to be viewed, or aoving a 
joystick. Coaplete or partial english language coaaand 
sentences are peraissable but caution should be exercised 
with verbs. The program ridiculed what I thought was a 
perfectly reasonable coaaand until I rephrased the coaaand 
in such a way as not to violate it’s perception of graa- 
aar. Hark Twain once wrote a terrific story about the 
difficulties he had learning 'That Banned German Lan¬ 
guage*. Ifhen computers create and analyze, we will be 
treated to an unlovely companion piece about the frustra¬ 
tions of having to deal with english as a second language 
froa our machines. 

Another powerful feature of this delightful program 
is the ability to SAVE one's progress to a formatted disk 
and continue the adventure without missing meals, ball 
games, or family. As a novice, I ran into difficulties 
early on because I tried to grab, kick, steal, or eat ev¬ 
erything in sight. When I found out the program was writ¬ 
ten by an engineer, and every problea had a perfectly log¬ 
ical solution I began to pay closer attention to the more 
subtle clues offered in almost every screen. I had some 
trouble getting into orbit (that’s a little out of se¬ 
quence - I had trouble getting off the landing strip! If 
this had been real-life, we’d all be rubbing sticks to¬ 
gether this winter for heat!). Once you leave earth (the 
sound and graphics of the heavens reainded ae of Halley’s 
Project), you are beginning to think aore efficiently and 
begin to better anticipate your needs. If you haven’t be¬ 


gun napping by this time, you should SAVE your gane imme¬ 
diately or be forced to start all over again when you en¬ 
counter unfamiliar obstacles or when you can't resist the 
teaptation to be cute with soae of the equipment you en¬ 
counter. I was duaped out of the prograa (without even a 
score!) and deposited at the starting point when I thought 
an iaportant clue sight be cleverly concealed in an in¬ 
nocuous (but to all of us, irresistable) machine. Turned 
out I was too saart for ay own good. Had I SAVEd ay 
progress? No, of course not. But I had Bade Baps on 
strong advice froa the programmer and recovery was rapid 
and simple due to the speed of dealing with a cartridge. 

I haven't solved the PowerStar...yet! I’ve built up 
a grudge against one of the opponents and I won’t recog¬ 
nize any further progress until I get even. That’ll re¬ 
ally 'make ay day.' 

This isn’t the aost difficult adventure around but it 
serves as a nice antithesis to 'HitchHiker*, which is al¬ 
most totally illogical. I felt good when I solved puzzles 
or recognized iaportant objects. PowerStar tests your 
powers of observation, reasoning, and endurance. Hy 
fourth and fifth grade children discoveed as aany clues 
and objects as I. 1 recoaaend PowerStar for faaily gaming 
and hope the folks at Pandora are ready to provide a se¬ 
quel or at least another entertainment soon. 
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HELPFUL HINTS 
FOR USE OF 
XLent SOFTWARE 

by Ton JarrellCAURA) 

Paye Designer, typesetter, and Rubber 
Stamp all haue one thiny In common, they 
are all products of the XLent Software 
Company* Many useful thinys can be made 
usiny one or all of these programs* the 
one question that X am most often asked 
is HUH? this article will atemnt to show 
an easy way to create a two column hir¬ 
resolution typesetter product usiny ail 
three nroyrams in one of the easiest 
possible ways* this article was prepared 
usiny the method described* 

the title for this article was per- 
pared usiny the Rubber Stamp proyram* 
the US flay icon was conuerted from the 
Printshop proyram usiny the icon conuer- 
sion routine* then the flay was loaded 
into the graphics editor where it was 
positioned as shown* the text was then 
added uia the Rubber Stamp text editor, 
which works like the typesetter proyram* 
the title was then saued as a screen 
file for later use in Paye Desiyner* 

the main body of the article was 
prepared usiny paye Desiyner because you 
can see euerythiny that is typed on the 
screen and the structure is compatible 
with Rubber Stamp screen files, 62 sec¬ 
tor picture files, and the typesetter 
proyram where the printiny was to be 
accomplished* .~ v the typing beyan by 
title file creat- 
Rubber Stamp pro- 
selected a yothic 
for its unique- 
readability* then 
type the article 
the title* t comp- 
f i r st file and 
as file one* then 
file two with a 62 
Picture created by 
Brabson* X loaded 
and beyan typiny 
this is a fairly 
to embed a picture 
without a lot of 
typiny process is 
Howeuer you should 
prepare ll i \ the text usiny your 
word pro- seEEEEEEEj' cessor because the 
Paye Desiyner proyram does not permit 
easy text editiny without retypiny all 
the text followiny the chanye* this 
preparation is part of the planniny that 
is required in a project of this type* 

Xf sou plan the text, yraphics, and lay¬ 
out before you start, the composition 
and printiny will yo much easier* the 
next tape of yraphic insertion which X 
will show is done by leauiny a blank 
space in the paye Desiyner file* When 
the file is loaded into the Typesetter 
proyram, the blank space will be filled 
with an icon(Hotrod) created with the 
Printshop yraphics editor and conuerted 
to the typesetter proyram usiny the 




Rubber $tamp icon conuersion routine* 

When X finished typiny the article 
and sauiny all the files it was time to 
moue onto the typesetter proyram where 
the printiny would be done* The first 
step was to select the order for the 
Paye Desiyner files so that they will be 
loaded into typesetter in the proper seq¬ 
uence* files one and three will become 
typesetter file one, and files two and 
four will become typesetter file two* the 
Paye Desiyner files will make two columns 
of forty characters each when loaded into 
typesetter* Step two is to bootup type¬ 
setter and load paye Desiyner file one 
in the normal mode* the file will occupy 
columns 22 to 61 when usiny the 4SK uer- 
sion of typesetter* Step three is to moue 
the f ile to the left usiny CMtRUL-p 
(paye shift left) until the riyht maryin 
reaches column 17* this will cause the 
file to wrap around the left maryin until 
half the file is on the left side of the 
screen ana the rest of it is on the riyht 
side of the screen* this will free the 
center of the screen a'llowiny me to load 
Paye Desiyner file three* Step four is to 
moue the file to the riyht usiny the 
CMtRUL-t command until the left maryin 
of file one is on column one* Sane this 
as typesetter file one, then print the 
file usiny the uertical half heiyht print 
mode* Step fiue is to load paye Desiyner 
files two and four in the same manner as 
aesieribed aboue* When the files are 
positioned correctly, type t$C to return 
to the main menu* Select the sketch pad 
mode and press START* type CUITRUL-L to 
load the icon which will be placed into 
the blank space left in 
the text* Usiny the joy 
sticky moue the cursor 
to the command line 
selection "sketch" and 
press the fire button* The label will 
chanye to "main", and at this point you 
will be 1ookiny at a small portion of the 
main screen* Moue the window around the 
main screen with the arrow keys until 
the blank space appears* Use the fire 
button to shift between the sketch pad 
and the main screen in order to choose 
the best position for the icon* When the 
position is set as desired, return to the 
sketch pad, moue the cursor away from 
the command line, and type CUttTRUL-U to 
ouerlay the icon onto the main screen* 

The file is now ready to be saued as 
Typesetter file two and printed* The 
printiny of Typesetter files will run 
one after another so do not moue the 
paper in the printer until both files 
haue been completed* 

X think you will ayree that this is 
an easy way to create this type of pro¬ 
duct once you haue tried it yourself* 

Many thanks to XLent Software, Ouz-ick, 
trie*, and Bill 5ehadt who made this 
article possible* 



Equipment used; Atari 8S0XL computer. 
Atari 1058 disk driue, 
Panasonic 1851 printer* 
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Announcing a New and Practical Application 



What can be done with 

ComputerEyes 

• Make Custom T-SHIRTS, Scarfs, etc. 

• Computer art 

• Exchange “digitized” pictures 

• Pattern Recognition 

• Robotics 

• Literally hundreds of practical 
applications 

• Capture real-world images 

• Plugs into the Game I/O port 

• Save “pictures” to disk 

• Print out all images with such 
packages as ; PRINT SHOP, DOODLE, 
NEWSROOM, KOALA, etc. 

• One year parts and labor warranty 

• High Quality B/W video camera also 
available 

• Full software support 

• Join "free” public domain ART 
GALLERY exchanges 

• ComputerEyes interfaces easily to 
any source of standard NTSC or 
industrial video. Including: 

Video Tape Recorders 
Video Cameras 
Videodisks 

TV Receivers with video outputs 
Other computers 

Abo Available for APPLE and COMMODORE 


YES! I would like to make computer portraits. 

YES! I want my computer to “see”. 

YES, Please send me ComputerEyes as follows: 

_ ATARI (800, 800XL, 130XE) 

ComputerEyes.$109.00 

_PANASONIC/IKEGAMI Commercial grade 

B/W video camera . 139.00 

_ Custom Cabling to aid Computer-Eyes / Monitor 
hook-up. (Comes fully assembled with instructions), 
contains A/B switch, RCA Adaptors, 

Y connector, etc. 19-00 

“UNDERWARE” ribbons (to make iron-on transfers) 

_ Black (for Epson MX 70/80/82, Okidata, 

Star Gemini). 12.00 

_ Color Pens (set of 5) . 12.00 

_ Jumbo Color Pen Set (set of 7) . 15.00 

_ Iron-on Coloring Kit (Contains 20 Sheets of 
transfer paper and a set of 5 pens) . 15.00 

FOR VISA/MASTER CHARGE ORDERS CALL Toll Free 
1-(800)-523-2445 I x48 

(Pennsylvania residents call 800-346-7511, x48) 

OR Send CHECK/Money Order and all inquiries to: 

HAL Systems, P.O. Box 293, Scotch Plains, NJ 07076 

Please Note: For COD Orders, add $5.00: NJ Residents 
calculate 6% tax. 

Prices include shipping and handling. 

YOUR NAME___ 

ADDRESS__ 


HAL Systems, PO Box 293. Scotch Plains, NJ 07076 
***0ealer Inquiries Invited*** 
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THE RIGHT EXCUSE TO BUY A COMPUTER 
The New ATARI 520 ST 


For on 1 y *725 

lionochrom* Monitor, liou«* 
512K of Memory, 1 S8/DD 
*895 for Co1or 8y«t*m 


Get a complete system for only $72.70 * a month. Includes 
Monochrome 520 ST system, Volksmodem 12, Panasonic 1091 
Printer and cables. 



SOFTWARE SOFTWARE SOFTWARE 


* Express $39.95 

Word Processing w/mait merge 

* FinalWord $135.95 
Professional WP 

* PCIntercom $99.95 
Communications Pck 


* Hippo C $79.95 
C Compiler 
*4XForth $79.95 

* Forth Prog Language 
*lnfocom Carnes 
from $24.95 


ACCESSORIES ACCESSORIES ACCESSORIES 


Volksmodem 12 $249.95 
1200 Quad 

Cosmos 22cps $349.95 

Letter quality printer 


Panasonic 1091 $255.00 
120 cps dot matrix printer 
Okimate 20 $259.95 

Color printer w/PlugPlay 


foirfox 


COMPUTER 

Products 


691-1930 


10655 Lee Highway Fairfax City 


Va. 22030 
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Tip» »N T v 

Stevenson and Burke 


A. CHARON is the toon of PLUTO. You'll find it orbitting 
very close to the planet. 

-Paul Hattia 


Those of you who looked through every section of 
CURRENT NOTES last lonth say have noticed we skipped a 
nonth. In addition to a probles with editing, not enough 
■essages were on ARHUDIC to give us the kind of article we 
wanted. As a result, this nonth, we have a little sore. 
He apologize for the lapse and hope you all keep those 
aessages coning! 

P.S. — 6reat news! Joe Hart's bulletin board (Joe’S 
Attic) has now becoae another source for Tips ’N’ Traps 
inforaation through use of his 'Adventure Hints* aessage 
base. It’s a great board, and has about 7 aessage liases 
and 20+ functions. Check it out at (703) 471-1809. 1030 
nodes users are advised to use 1030 Express I or II while 
going on the board (which is available on ARHUDIC), or 
soae downloads and uploads nay get aessed up. Anyway, 
here are this aonth’s questions/answers. 

HITCHIKER’8 GUIDE TO THE GALAXY 

Q. Does anyone know what to do in the Vogon hold? I’a 
really stuck! 

-Jia Stevenson 

A. Use the junk sail, towel, satchel, and gown. You’ll 
also use the stora drain and the little hook in the rooa. 
Correlation-towel with stora drain, gown with hook nail 
with satchel with service panel. 

-Dan Sreenblatt 


ULTIMA II 

Q. I have had Ultiaa 11 for about 1 year now and have not 
been able to get the ring or get higher atributes. I 
would be very pleased if anyone gave ae a clue on how to 
do this. 

-"Lord Verainaard* 

A. I solved Ultiaa II and the way to get higher attributes 
is to go to the Hotel in the city of San Antonio and 
offer the clerk aoney in 100’s. You have to go into 
space and get Father Atnos’s blessing before you get the 
ring. The coorodinates for Atnos's planet are 9-9-9. 

0k, now that you have gotten the blessing froa father 
Atnos you have go to San Antonio again. By the way, as 
you will find out, San Antonio has just about everything 
to solving the gaae. Hell, anyhow you have to go to one 
place, I think it's soaewhere near the top of the city 
and offer 500 gold to a aan under the letters *A TREE". 

He will give you the ring. Then you have to go into the 
prison and offer 500 gold to one prisoner (a thief I 
balieve) and he will give you the quicksword. Then it’s 
off to kill Hinax. As for the other questions, I don’t 
reaeber the specifics of it that well. 

-"The Wanderer" 

THE HALLEY PROJECT 

8. Where or what is "CHARON"? You have to go there on the 
3rd leg of the 4th rank, and I haven’t a due.... 

-Dean Edvard Hiller 


GEMSTONE WARRIOR 

8. Has anyone solved or cone close to solving Geastone 
Warrior? I’ve gotten all five pieces, but I can’t find 
ay way back, or know what to do. 1 think I have to go 
back to the door. I’ve gotten out of the pillar-gates so 
far. Any help? 

A. You just have to find these gates and pillars that are 
really high coapared to the rest of the pillars that you 
usually see. Then beyond that gate, you have to explore 
like the rest and find the pieces...when you find all 5, 
then you have to get out to the door or tiae door that 
you cane in. 

-"The Nuker" 


PLANETFALL 

8. Well, I have aanaged to get 71 points on Planetfall and 
have alaost finished the gaae...but I aa stuck with a few 
probleas. First, how do you get in the radiation lab? I 
can’t find the suit in there, and I know that in the lab 
is a lantern and a brown spool. Second, how do I get out 
of the coaputer once I’ve blown the speck? And last, 
what is the object of the gaae???? 

-Sysop of ARHUDIC 

A. The radiation lab is a red herring. You can't enter it 
and survive. A clue to the end of the gaae: When the 
aonsters chase you, run for it. If you run in the right 
direction, you’ll know what to do. 

-Paul Hattia 


ULTIMA III 


8. Ok, here’s an ’Ultiaa’tua. I have heard, confiraed, 
that there is a secret dungeon that can only be accessed 
one way: In the torture cnaaber in Lord British's castle 
there is a Jester in water. Now, I know you have to 
enter soae coaaands using either the 'O’ther coaaand or 
'Y’ell coaaand (or a coabination therof) and you will be 
able to cross the water or sonething. After fighting the 
Jester an entrance to the dungeon will be there. What I 
need to know is what is the coaaand to enter (or 
procedure to do it)? 


-"the Telecaster" 


A. It’s been quite a while since I played Ultiaa III, but 
you have just sprung a new one on ae! The only "secret" 
dungeon I can reaeaber is one that you can reach only 
through a aoon door. Naturally, you have to know which 
door, and which noon phases. 


I seen to reaeaber a character sitting in the aiddle of 
a lava field, which you can cross with the aid of an 
appropriate aark. Don't recall any way to cross water, 
though. Sounds like soaeone gave you a bua steer. It 
would be like Lord British to hide a funny little joke in 
the gaae. 

-Richard Gunter 

(Continued on Page 45) 
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GOING QNLIME 

by Ed Smumrd 

Uhat better way to finish up 1985 than to provide a 
list of the aenus used on FOREH BBS’s such as ARHUDIC. 
All of the aenus (with the exception of the Conference 
Selection aenu which varies froa board to board) apply to 
all FOREH BBS’. Also, this aonth I aa going to take a 
look at using aessage bases. 


Fig. 1: ARHUDIC Coaaand Henu 


CA]-ASCII/ATASCII 
[El-Enter Hessage 
[61-Logoff 
[Hl-E-Hail 
[Pi-User Profile 
[Ul-Upload 
CZJ-Change boards 


[Dl-Download 
[Fl-Download Henu 
[Kl-Delete Hessage 
[Ll-Hessage to Sysop 
[Rl-Read/Scan Hsgs 
[Yl-YelI for Sysop 


the aenu. The seventh is the "Z* coaaand which works just 
as it does at the *60* proapt. Upon entering the confer¬ 
ence you have a chance to have the board check for aes- 
sages addressed to you. Next you will be told the nuaeric 
range of the active aessages in this conference. 


BSSSBBSBSSSaSBSSaSBSSSSBSBBSSSBSSSBSaS 

Fig. 3: Conference Coaaand Henu 

(R) ead 

(B) rief 

(C) ont 

(S) end 

(T) itles 
(Q)uit 


The "Read", ‘Brief* and 'Titles* coaaands can be 
worked in several ways. One can just enter "R", *B" or 
"T". This will bring up a sub-aenu. Another way is to 
enter the string of coaaands at the ‘Select:* proapt. 
Soae exaaples are: 


[tl-ARHUDIC Databases/Help 
[+1-Add BBS to general list 
[?l-Coaaand Henu 

i8ssssssss:s8ssa:sss8S«ssss8ss;assss8BSS3ss53s^sr;s:xsg@:^2SSs» 


Entering A Message Base 
or Conference 


R 210-235’ - read aessages 210-235 
’R 90,95,110,118* - read the specified aessages 
'B +* - display aessage headers working froa 
the oldest to newest 

'T -‘ - display aessage subjects working froa 
the newest to the oldest. 


There are three ways to access a aessage base. Upon 
signing onto a FOREH BBS, like ARHUDIC, one is notified of 
the default conference with 'EHTERIH6 (conference naae>*. 
If this is the conference within which you wish to leave a 
aessage, then enter *E* at the *60* proapt. If you want 
to read aessages, then enter *R* at the *60" proapt. 
These two aeans of accessing a conference along with the 
following coaaand can be chained with other coaaands. 


aassssBSBasaBs&sssaBSBssaBsaBSBaaaaaBasas 

Fig. 2: ARHUDIC Conference Selection 

1) PUBLIC OPINION 

2) TECHNICAL K0RNER 

3) HEHBERS ONLY 

4) ADVENTURE Q k A 

5) UANT ADS/SALES 

6) TELEC0H SIS 

7) D/L FILES INFO. 


The third coaaand for entering a conference is the 
*Z" or 'Change boards* coaaand. There are two ways to use 
the *Z* coaaand at the *60* proapt. One is to just enter 
*Z*. This will cause the Conference Selection aenu to be 
presented. The second is to enter "Z* and the nuaber of a 
conference in the Conference Selection aenu. For exaaple, 
to switch to ‘HEHBERS ONLY* on ARHUDIC enter *Z 3*. 

The "Selects" Prompt 

There are seven coaaands available froa the "Select:" 
proapt. (See the Conference Coaaand Henu.) Six are in 


snsasississsxsssiSisiSiBB^ssssssBSBSsssffiSSiBSSSsasiSSs: 

Fig. 4: Hessage Editor Coaaand Suaaary 


/A=Abort /S=Save /H or /?=Help 

/T =6oto Top Of File 
/B =6oto Bottoa Of File 
/6nn =6oto line nuaber nn 
/Nnn =Hove Line Nindow Down nn lines 
/Unn =Hove Line Window Up nn lines 
/Lnn =List next nn lines 
Note: Up, Down, 6oto default to 1. 

List defaults to full listing 
/I/Sl =Insert string (line) SI above 
the current line 

/C/S1/S2 =Replace the first occurence of 
SI in current line with S2 

5&8Ba888a8aBB8B88a8B8aB8BB38BBBBSBBB 


The only other 'Select:' coaaand I should explain is 
*C" or *Cont“. This is for a continuous display of aes¬ 
sages. This is good if you are reading large nuabers of 
aessages. However, when using the continuous aessage 
scroll in conjunction with the read coaaand, you are not 
provided the "Again Reply Next Hain" aenu after each aes¬ 
sage. This aakes it a little harder to reply to a aes¬ 
sage. Speaking of the 'Again Reply Next Hain* aenu - to 
go to the next aessage one can just hit (RETURN) instead 
of *N(RETURN)*. 
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Sending A Message 

Hany of you are faailiar with the */A = Abort IS - 
Save" coaaands. You aay know about the other coaaands but 
hate to have your aessage scrolled off the screen by using 
the help aenu. That aenu is included with the other FOREN 
aenus. Those coaaands are explained pretty well so 1 
won’t go into then here. Let ae reaind you to include the 
’/* as the first character of the coaaand string. Also 
all coaaands aust start in the beginning of a line. 

ssssasssssssssssassaasssssstsssssssssaassssssssrasssssssaasssssss 

Fig. 5: Download Directory Options 

C - Co«ftunications 
D - Deaos/Graphics 
G - Ganes 
H - Husic 

N - New user submitted uploads 
P - Applications software 
X - Text and Docunentation 
U - Utilities 
Or ’A* for all 


A Not* on Telecom Disk #4 

This disk contains AHODEH 7.1. It also cones with 
docuaentation and handlers for aost aodeas. NOTE: to use 
this disk you aust change the naae of the handler for your 
aodea to AUTORUN.SYS. After doing this reboot the systea. 


DOLLARS AND CENT8 
IN ATARI BA8IC 
By Fred Jsnsmn 

(Reprinted frot the MCC ROHTHLY (mi 15),the neosletter 
of the Ranitoba Rtari Cotpater Club) 

Like aost versions of BASIC, Atari BASIC does not 
print zero values. If you work with dollar values and the 
cent value is zero, BASIC does not print the deciaal point 
and the zero cent value. 

For exaaple, ”$25.00* will be printed ”$25‘, and this 
would look rather strange. 

The following one-line routine will overcoae this 
problea for dollar anounts with up to three zero deciaals. 
The result always shows two zero values. For exaaple, if 
the prograa has coaputed the following values for the 
nuaeric variable X, the converted result in a string, V$, 
always shows two zero deciaals: 


Exaaple 

V$ Result 

X=25.000 

25.00 

X=25.00 

25.00 

X=25.0 

25.00 

x=25 

25.00 


Here is the one-line routine which solves the above 
problea: 

V$=STR$(X+.006): V=LEN(V$): V$=V$(1,V-1) 


Htppf holidajs. 

Tipa’N’Trm ^Continued from page 43) 


(HACC Ed. Note: Hake sure you DIHension V$ to at 
least 10 characters - DIH V$(10). This line can be 
coapressed by changing it to read: 

V$=STR$(X+.006): V$(LEN(V$))=" 


ENCHANTER 

8. Ok folks—I'm going bonkers over a ainor problea here. 

I keep running out of food and drink before i can get 
down to the knitty-gritty. And the adventurer is a real 
pain. He seen to have a coaaunications problea. And can 
anybody tell ae anything about the translucent rooas? I 
hate to think about the next two ganes in the series. I 
unfortunately used the KULCAD spell to help open the 
JEWELLED BOX. Now I’a stuck at the winding stair all 
dressed up with no place to go. Is it necessary for ae 
to go into the teaple? I found that 0ZH00 and HELBOR did 
not protect ae froa the evil presences. Just how 
powerful are these spells? Is there any way to suaaon 
KRILL and still get a chance to GUNCHO hia before he does 
ae? 

-Keith Van Hulle 


ADVENTURE! 

8. Ok, here’s an oldie for ya. I aa having probleas in 
ADVENTURE getting the PRY BAR, DYNAHITE and the PLATENUH 
PYRAHID. I get about 15 iteas, accuaulate 219 points, 
and can go no further. Any hints would be appreciated. 

-"Opie Taylor" 


All this does is kill the character in the string 
which would be the third deciaal place. Soaething you 
don’t want. Also reaeaber to pass the value to be 
converted in X.) 

This routine also takes care of rounding in case of 
three deciaals: 


Exaaple 

25.001 

25.005 

25.008 


V$ Result 


25.00 

25.01 

25.01 
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1073 WEST BROAD STREET • FALLS CHURCH, VIRGINIA 22046 • (703) 237-0558 


PERCOM DISK DRIVE PRODUCTS 


LIMITED QUANTITIES CLEARANCE 
FOR RADIO SHACK... 

TRS-80 3/4 2 TFD-340 2 DRIVES SET...$349 

TRS-80 3/4 CONTROLLER BOARD.$ 75 

ADD-ON DRIVES PS, CASE & CABLE.$139 

ADD-ON DRIVES DS, PS CASE & CABLE...$189 

TANDON TM-100-2 DSDD DRIVE ASSY.$129 

DATA SEPERATOR FOR MOD.I.OR AT88-$ 15 

FOR ATARI. 

AT88S1 SSSD*ATARI COMPATIBLE.$144 

RFD40-S1 SSDD ATARI COMPATIBLE.$195 

RFD44-S1 DSDD ATARI COMPATIBLE.$249 

AT88S1PD DD w/PRINTER PORT.$239 

PRINTER CABLE FOR AT88S1PD.$ 25 

PERCOM PARTS. BOARDS AND ACCESSORIES 

UPGRADE ROMS. (SPECIFY MODEL).$ 15 

RFD CONTROLLER BOARD DD TESTED.$110 

PT88S1 CONTROLLER BOARD.$ 75 

DATA SEPERATOR BOARD.$ 15 

ADD ON DR IVES (SPECIFY MODEL).$139 

TANDON TM100-2 DSDD DRIVE ASSEMBLY..$129 
WORLD STORAGE 1/2 HEIGHT DRIVE.SSDD.$ 99 

SCHEMATICS...$5.00...BLUEPRINT SIZE.$ 20 

WD1795 CONTROLLER CHIP.$ 35 

WD1791 CONTROLLER CHIP.$ 25 

WD1771 CONTROLLER CHIP.$ 20 

6809 PROCESSOR CHIP.$ 15 

6850 INTERFACE CHIP.$ 8 

2114 RAM CHIPS.$ 3 

6821 PIA CHIP.$ 5 

SIO CABLES.3FT_$12.EACH ADD'L FT.$ 1 

SPD ON DRIVE CABLES.2FT.$20..ADD FT.$ 1 
34 CONDUCTOR RIBBON CABLE.PER FT-$ 1 


CARD EDGE OR PIN CONNECTOR..34.COND.$ 5 

CENTRONICS CONNECTORS,CABLE & CE....$ 7 

ATARI PRODUCT 


130XE 128K COMPUTER.$159 

1050 DISK DRIVE.$154 

520ST COLOR SYSTEM.$990 

520ST MONOCHROME SYSTEM.$790 

1 MEG DISK DRIVE FOR ST.$249 

520ST MODEM OR PRINTER CABLE..$ 25 

CABLE 850 TO MODEM.$ 25 

ATARI PARTS. BOARDS AND ACCESSORIES 

800 MOTHERBOARD. .NEW.$ 35 

10K ROM BOARD,16K RAM OR CPU BOARD..$ 24 

810 SIDEBOARD.$ 39 

810 POWER SUPPLY/ANALOG BOARD COMBO.$ 35 

810 MPI DRIVE ASSEMBLY.$ 65 

810 KIT-ALL NEW PARTS LESS CASE,PS..$135 
POWER SUPPLY FOR 800,810,1050, ETC..$ 20 
POWER SUPPLY FOR 600XL,800XL,130XE..$ 20 
GTIA CHIP, POKEY, OR 800 CPU CHIP...$ 9 
13 PIN I/O CONNECTOR(MALE OR FEMALE)$ 3 

DIGITAL DEVICES U-CALL.RS-232.$ 49 


PRINTERS AND INTERFACES 


ATARI 1020 COLOR PLOTTER.$ 49 

CITIZEN MSP-10.TRACTOR FEED.$269 

EPSON FX-85. $379 

EPSON LX-80.$249 

EPSON LX-90 W/TRAC, ATARI INTERFACE.$299 

COMREX CR-220AT.$ 99 

PANASONIC 1091.$269 

DIGITAL DEVICES U-PRINT INTERFACE...$ 69 

CABLE ATARI 850 TO CENTRONICS --$ 25 

TRACTOR FOR EPSON LX-80.$ 29 

EPSON 2 YEAR EXTENDED WARRANTY.CALL 

EPSON FX-80 TO FX-85 MODIFICATION...$ 89 

MONITORS 

AMDEK COLOR 300.$269 

TECHNICA MJ-10.$219 

AMDEK AMBER OR GREEN.(NO AUDIO IN)..$139 
ZENITH AMBER OR GREEN.(NO AUDIO IN).$139 
MONITOR CABLES.$ 12 

DISKETTES 

BONUS SSDD 5-1/4..PKG OF 11.$ 10 

MEMOREX DSDD PKG OF 10.$ 16 

MAXELL 3-1/2 PKG OF 10.FOR 520ST....$ 30 

SOFTWARE 

PRINT SHOP. BRODERBUND.$35 

PRINT SHOP GRAPHICS LIBRARY I.$23 

ATAR I WRITER...$35 

PAPERCL IP. . . BATTER IES INCLUDED.$39 

HOMEPACK_BATTERIES INCLUDED.$39 

MACRO ASSEMBLER.$35 

MICROSOFT BASIC II.$35 

LOGO KIT.$55 

BASIC CARTRIDGE.$25 

ATARI JOYSTICK REPAIR KIT.$ 2 


PENRIL HAYES COMPATIBLE 1200 MODEM..$369 


STS COMPUTERS MAKES I DC RIBBON CABLES,SIO, 
PRINTER AND MODEM CABLES IN ALL LENGTHS. 

THIS SHEET WAS PREPARED WITH A CITIZEN MSP-10 
PRINTER. 


«* SPECIAL !! 
At &.-T ± 410 

Recorder 
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Garnini SG-10 R*vi*w 
by Kenn Lara 

After buying ay first printer two years ago, I 
thought all ay printing needs would be fulfilled. Unfor¬ 
tunately, the printer I purchased was an Atari 1025. 
While I did put it to good use for a year, it was still a 
disappointaent. It lacked aany features which I now need 
in doing any serious writing. With college looaing ahead, 
a better printer was in order. 

Froa the very beginning I knew I wanted an Epson or 
Epson-coapatible printer. Looking through various adver- 
tiseaents, I found that Epson printers were beyond ay bud¬ 
get. Geaini printers had siailar capabilities but were 
cheaper. So, after doing soae research and discovering 
that they were also highly regarded, I went ahead and or¬ 
dered a Geaini S6-10, their least expensive aodel at $299. 
Within a week it arrived. The following is based on a 
half-year's experience with the SG-10. 

First of all, I would like to discuss soae technical 
aspects of the SG-10. It is a dot aatrix printer that re¬ 
quires a parallel interface although a serial interface is 
available as an option. The print aatrix is 9x11 which 
coapares favorably with Epson and other popular printers. 
This standard aatrix allows the SG-10 to print characters 
with true descenders and better clarity. Its graphics aa¬ 
trix is 60x72, 120x144, and 240x144. A 2K (6K optional) 
print buffer is built in. 

The SG-10 supports various fonts such as elite, pica, 
proportional, and condensed. Fonts can be printed in 
italcs or expanded. It also has a near letter quality 
aode that prints out clean and crisp characters. Under¬ 
lining, subscripting, and superscripting are also sup¬ 
ported along with double strike and eaphasized print. As 
you can tell, the SG-10 has aany features going for it, 
but that’s not all. 

It can use friction feed paper and has a tractor feed 
attachaent. I find replacing this attachaent cuabersoae, 
so I just leave it on and use coaputer paper. There are 
also probleas in centering and aligning when it coaes to 
using friction feed paper. Keep this in Bind if you are 
thinking of using your own letterheads as the print aedia. 

Graphics can be download on the S6-10. So probleas 
in using printer utilities such as Pane Designer. Typeset¬ 
ter . and Heoafont 11+ should be few. Be aware that print¬ 
ing out special graphics characters and inverse characters 
requires special software. You can not just type "LIST 
P: a and expect these special characters to be transferred 
to the printer. 

The SG-10 has a self-test aode that lets you check 
that the printer is in working order. The test is initi¬ 
ated by turning on the printer while at the saae tiae de¬ 
pressing the linefeed button. It then prints out its 
character and graphics sets. All this can be done even if 
the printer is not connected to your coaputer. 

The SG-10 is rated as having a aaxiaua print speed of 
120 CPS but 80 CPS is aore realistic. Expect speed to de¬ 


crease draaatically when using the near letter quality 
aode. It has to aake two passes per line which accounts 
for a slower speed. However, the nice print quality off¬ 
sets this speed deficiency. 

Quality has gone into the S6-10 and it shows. I have 
aoved it around nuaerous tines and have used it for soae 
heavy duty jobs but it has yet to fail on ae. The exte¬ 
rior design is pleasant to look at and the control buttons 
are easily reached, being in the front and on top. The 
DIP switches are harder to reach which is understandable, 
since you are not going to aake frequent changes anyway. 

DIP switches control page length, noraal or italic 
aode, pica or condensed pitch, noraal or near letter qual¬ 
ity, ignore or enable download characters, paper-out de¬ 
tector, Star or IBH aode, line feed, and buffer. When us¬ 
ing the S6-10 with an Atari coaputer, aake sure to set 
switch 2-3 to OFF (auto line feed with carriage return). 
Unless this is OFF the printer will not advance the paper 
after printing a line! 

The nanual is over 200 pages long but half is taken 
up by appendices. It contains sections on creating your 
own characters, printing with dot graphics, line spacing 
and fora control, basic aaintenance, etc. Subjects are 
covered in-depth but an index is not provided which Beans 
leafing through aany pages to find relevant inforaation. 
And while it has sections for using the S6-10 with nuaer¬ 
ous coaputers and popular prograas, it does not even aen- 
tion Atari. 

All in all, I find the Geaini S6-10 to be a value 
packed printer. It has aany features that are required by 
serious writers and even not so serious ones -- features 
that are hard to find in this price range. If you are 
thinking of buying a printer anytine soon, I recoaaend you 
look at the SG-10. 
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Capital Pro Micro Users 


President's Report 

January Wetting : The next aeeting is scheduled for 
January 28, 1986, at 6:30 p.a. (the fourth Tuesday of the 
aonth). Be aware that the CRH aeetings are now held in 
larger quarters - the HEETIN6 R00H. There is no aeetimi 
scheduled for Deceaber owing to the holidays. 

At the Noveaber aeeting, short deaonstrations of soae 
of the best in Atari software available for the holiday 
purchaser were provided. They included: the graphics 
prograa Print Shop, the war gaae Kaapgruppe, the data 
analysis business graphing package B-Graph, Synfile* 
database, and the educational gaae "The Halley Project’. 
The Noveaber aeeting ended with a raffle, the prizes were 
the Print Shop, Halley Project, Party Quiz (a trivia 
gaae), CopyAll XE/XL, B-Graph, and Synfile* (128K 
version). 

Heaberthip Duet: Heaber dues ($3) for 1986 and the 
subscription fee ($12) to CURRENT NOTES are due by 
Oeceaber 31, to our treasurer. Please aake the 
Treasurer's duties easier by paying on tine. Reneaber, 
his is a voluntary position. Nail your $15 to: Reg Brown, 
9325 Bentridge Road, Potoaac, Hd. - 20854 

Election! : The election of new club officers is 
iaainent. This users’ group was started less than 18 
aonths ago and now has approxiaately 65 aeabers. The 
initial eaphasis of this group was upon the experienced 
user who owned an ATR-8000 (CP/H 2.2). He intend to 
continue working with the ATR-8000. However, we intend in 
1986 to equally eaphasize the new Atari 520ST. The 
reasons for stressing both the 520ST and the ATR-8000 are 
the extensive nuaber of aeabers who are interested in 
business applications and the prograaaing experience of 
aany individuals. The real kicker in all this is that 
CURRENT NOTES reporters at COMDEX (electronics industry 
trade show, Nov. 20/22) were shown a CP/H eaulator prograa 
which will perait the 520ST to run CP/N prograas. It will 
be announced in Deceaber according to ay source. Further, 
Atari indicated they are working on providing IBN 
compatibility for the ST soon. 

Thus, the selection of officers will be critical to 
the continued success, expanded interest, and the rapid 
growth in aeabership of this users’ group. To illustrate 
this point, I recently received a letter froa a foraer 
users’ group president who said: 

"I started the _ ACE group two years ago when 

Atari had the big safes. - Host of the buyers here were 
Nilitary and the people selling the Atari knew absolutely 
nothing about the coaputer. The purpose of starting the 
group was to let these people know what they had and how 
to use it. There just wasn’t anyone around for ae when I 
started. Host of the new aeabers were just interested in 
swapping prograas and I didn’t care for that a bit. I 
would get calls all hours of the day and night about ’how 
do we do this’ and I would tell then to bring their 


questions to the next aeeting as there would be others 
with the sane probleas. The predoainant answer ’well, I 
don’t think I’ll be able to aake the aeeting. By the way, 
when is it?' Out of 47 aeabers, we had a core of five 
that attended the aeetings.’ 

He have been fortunate in this users’ group (CPH) 
that aost of the local aeabers have attended the aeetings 
and supported the efforts of the club officers. It is now 
tine for soae of those less active to give of their tiae 
so that others nay benefit as they did in the past. I an 
hoping, as president, that ay phone will ring off the hook 
froa those volunteers who wish to devote a few hours to 
being a club officer for the next year (839-7377). 

Library Diiki: The CPH library currently consists of 
18 CP/H 2.2 disks and all ANALOG disks froa issue *20 to 
*37- Library and ANALOG disks are available for purchase 
at aonthly aeetings. The cost of each disk is currently 
$3.00 plus $1.50 shipping for each two (2) disks or 
fraction thereof ordered by aail. Please allow two weeks 
for processing aail orders — especially during the 
Christaas rush. Hail orders should be addressed to: Dr. 
Hike Abraaowitz, Disk Librarian, 8732 Sleepy Hollow Ln., 
Potoaac, HD. 20854. 
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NOVATARI 

saaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa 


the committee chairman would like to step down fron office 
and do sone other things for awhile. He need soae aore 
volunteers to take their place. How about you? 


President's Report 

Atarifest . As nany of you know, the first "annual 1 
Atarifest was a Hugh success. I’d like to express ay 
personal thanks to Terry Hhite, Georgia Ueatherhead, and 
Diana Burdt and all the nany aeabers who gave so such of 
their tine to help aake this such a successful event. 
Novatari gained 42 new aeabers at the fest and our 
revenues received a respectable boost froa sales of club 
library disks. I’m already looking forward to the next 
'fest in Noveaber, 1986! 

Local Chanters . In Noveaber, the Sterling chapter aet for 
the second tine and a new Vienna chapter net for the first 
tiae. Both chapters have gotten off to an excellent 
start. Rainer Pyle (437-3B83) is head of the Sterling 
chapter and Dave Heagy (281-9226) is heading up the Vienna 
chapter. I also understand that Ray Cwalina (250-3856) is 
trying to fora a chapter in Burke. Anyone interested in 
any of these chapters should contact the relevant leader. 

If you would like soae help getting a chapter started in 
your town, call ae, Joe Haters, at 450-4761. 

SIS Meetings. The new prograaner’s SIG will aeet at 5:00 
just before the regular Deceaber Novatari aain aeeting. 

The Telecoa SIG will also aeet that saae day at 5:30. The 
ST SIG has decided to hold its aeetings on the fourth 
Sunday of every aonth starting at 7:30 at the Uashington 
Gas Light Building. If you are interested in the 
prograaaer's SIG, contact Ed Seward (960-6360); for the 
Telecoa SIG, contact Dick Saart (425-1574); for the ST 
SI6, contact Evan Uallace (620-9144). 

December Meeting . Our Deceaber aeeting will be held, as 
usual, on the second Sunday, Deceaber 8. For those of you 
who aissed thea at the Atarifest, we will have deaos of 
the new AtariHriter Plus and the Learning Phone Cartridge 
as well as Atari’s Hoae Planetariua prograa. Anyone who 
has programs they would like to demo, should contact Dave 
Heyer (455-7145) or Dennis HcCoraick (430-9552). 

January Meeting . The January aeeting will be held on 
January 12. Richard Saart has tentatively arranged to 
have representatives froa the SOURCE appear at the January 
aeeting to explain their inforaation service as well as 
the new, "hopefully," Atari Inforaation Service. (At this 
writing, a final agreeaent between Atari and the Source 
has not yet been signed.) 

Elections . He will also provide a slate of candidates for 
our elective offices at the January aeeting. Annual 
elections will be held at the February aeeting. If you 
have any suggestions for club officers, please let ae know 
as soon as possible. Not only our officers, but aany of 


Membership Renewals . About 140 aeabers will see their 
aeabership expire this aonth. If you are aaong that group 
(check your nailing label), you can renew at the Deceaber 
or January aeeting. Dues are still set at $15 for the 
year, but I don’t know how long we will be able to hold 
that level. If you can’t aake the aeeting, you can send 
your renewal check (payable to NOVATARI) to Curt Sandler, 
7213 Idylwood Court, Falls Church, VA 22043. 


NOVATARI Chapters & 8168 

ssbsbbbsssbsssbssbsssssssbbb&bbbsbss; 


Burke. 

Greertbriar... 

Sterling. 

Vienna. 


Ray Cwalina.... 250-3856 
Jim Stevenson.. 378-4093 
Palmer Pyle.... 437-3883 
Dave Heagy. 281-9226 


Programmers.. Ed Seward 


520ST. Evan Wallace... 

Telecomm. Dick Smart. 


960-6360 

620-9144 

425-1574 


COMPUTERIZED GREETING CARDS 
AND STATIONERT 


COLORFUL GREETING CAROS AND ENVELOPES 
Be unique— 

Send attractive and personal messages on all occasions— 
Birthdays, Christmas, invitations, and Announcements. 
Cards and envelopes come continuous with tab feed for use with all 
printers. Choose all occasion designs (Floral, Ole* Chair, and Computer 
Bear), or Christmas designs (Cat and Mouse. Santa Claus. Snow Scene 
and Sleigh. Yuletide Scene, and Religious). 

Package of 20 cards and envelopes only $9.93 
Bog of IQO—$43.00 Boa of SOP—$130.00 

CLASSIC® LAID STATIONERY 
WITH MATCHING ENVELOPES 

Continuous clean edge per/ stationery has a detached sime 
of 7 % x 11. Matching envelopes come continuous or n&n- 
continuous. 

FOR ALL PIN FEED PRINTERS. INCLUDING 80 COLUMN 
Have efficient letters with the personal touch. Choose from 4 colors: 
• Antique Grey • Chatham 'Em • Baronial Ivory • Continental Blue 
Package of 100 stationery sheets $4.50 
Package of 50 envelopes: 

Continuous $9.00 Non-continnons $4.50 


COMPUGREET Tto order, send cheek or money order 

P.O. Box 3357 VISA/MaaterCard accepted 

Reston. Virginia 22090 Include $2.00 per order shipping 

703/176 0 011 C.O.D. add $2.00; VA resident® add 4% 

10X DISCOUNT TO ALL UAACE MEMBERS 
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NATIONAL CAPITAL 
RTRRX USERS 9 GROUP 




PRESIDENT 
VP/SECY 
TREASURER 
MEiSERSHIP 
DISK LIB. 
TRPE LIB. 


FRANK HUBRND 
PETER KILCULLEN 
ALLEN H. LERMAN 
GERALD HHITHDRE 
HIKE POLLAK 
BRUCE INGRLS 


1B3/521-«mB 
202/2*16-5100 
3D1/AGB-B2BA 
3B1/A5A-G1GM 
1B3/1GB-1GGR 
1B3/M3B-52B1 


MEETINGS! 3rd TIE, 5130 to 8:30PM, ROOK 
543, Mat’l Science Foundation offices, 
1800 G St. MW, Mash. DC. The closest Mimm 
stop is Farragut Mest on the Blue and 
Orange lines. Take the 18th St. exit and 
walk South on 18th against the floH of 
traffice for three blocks to G St. The 
building, on the corner of 18th and G, can 
be identified by a sign for the Madison 
National Bank on the corner. Parking is 
available in the building for a fee. The 
parking entrance is on the Mest side of 
18th St., between F and G Streets. 

MEN MEMBERS! Dues are $15/yr including a 
subscription to Current Motes. Send check 
payable to NCRUG, to Rllen Leman, 14905 
Matemay Drive, Rockville, MD 20853. 


rniJ CAPITAL PRO 

kr II MIE8fl~U5ER5 9 GROUP ,. .. 

3BI/B3A-S3A1 
3BI/3M8-WI3 
103/180-8158 
3B1/5A3-IB5G 
301/083-2363 
1B3/216-S3A2 


PRESIDENT 
MP-FINANCES 
VP-COMHO 
UP-PROGRAM 
DISK LI8RARY 
SY58P/R885 


SOB KELLY 

reg brown 

BOB DAN5BN 
FRANK JONES 
MIKE A8R8H0HITZ 
FRANK HUBRND 


MEETIMGS: Meetings are held each Month m 
the Author Room of the Public Library in 
Oxon Hill. Md., located near the Woodrow 
Wilson Bridge just off the Beltway. FroN 
Virginia via the Moodrow MiIson Bridge, 
stay on the Beltway to Maryland Exit «4 
Mest (St. Barnabas Road). St. Barnabas 
Rd. Merges with Oxon Hill Rd. (right turn 
at end of exit rawpl. Proceed 1/4 mle; 
the library is on your left. The library 
phone nuwber is 301-839-2400. 

MEM members: Dues are $15/year (includes 
subscription to Current Notes! or $3/yr 
(no subscription), send check, payable to 
Reg Brown, to hiw at 9325 Bent Ridge Rd., 
Poiowac, ND 20854. 
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IF YOU MOULD LIKE TO RECEIVE CURRENT NOTES 05 H MEMBEB OF DUE OF THE 
NR5HINETM HER OTRII U5ER C0DUP5, FILL DOT THE FORM BELOM COB 0 COPY) BHD 5EMD IT TO 
THE USER GROUP OF YOUR CHOICE. SEE ODJRCENT LI5TIME5 FDR MEMBERSHIP FEES OHO MOILING 
INFORMOTION. IF VDU MOULD LIKE TO SUBSCRIBE DIRECTLY TO CURRENT NOTES, 
SEND 0 CHECK FOR $15,007 PBYOBLE TO CURRENT MOTES, TO JOE MHTER5, 123 N. JOHNSON ROOD, 
STERLING, VR 22110. 

HH5HINETDN RREH HTORI COMPUTER ENTHUSIR5TS 

SliBSCRIPTIOM/MEHBEHSHIP F1BM 

>> PL EPEE PPIJWr CLEPPLY < < 

I WOULD LIKE TO SUBSCRIBE TO CURBEHT MOTES ($15/PEi VERB): —- 

I WOULD LIKE TO RECEIVE CURRENT NOTES AS A MEMBER OF THE FOLLOWING WRRCE GROUP: 

AURA: _ CPM: _ FACE: _ NCAUG: __- NDUATAHI: -- 5MAUG: -- WACUG; -- 


NRNE 

STREET 

CITY 


PHONE M: 


-STATE: 


ZIP: 


SXBHHTURE: 


DATE 
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REGIONAL ASSOCIATION 


NBVMNii 


NORTHERN VIRGINIA RTRRI 
COMPUTER USERS' GROUP 


PRESIDENT 
VICE PRES. 
TREHSURER 
CDRR. SECY. 
MEMBERSHIP 
LIBRRRIRN 
HRRDHROE CORD. 


MHR5HRLL RBRRMS 
JOHN BRRNE5 
RICHRRD STOLL 
BRUCE MCLENDON 
HILLIRM PIMBLE 
MILLIRM 5CHRDT 
MOE SHERMHN 


S88-1D0S 

652-0661 

116-8135 

581-1810 

311-1518 

622-1511 

513-101G 


MEETINGS: 1st Thursday oF every Month, 
TPM, Wheaton Library, 11701 Georgia Rue., 
Wheaton, MO. 

MEM members: Dues are $15/year; includes 
subscription to current Notes. Nail 
check, payable to RURfl, to Treasurer, 
RURR, POB 7761, Silver Spring, MO 20907. 


FREDERICK HTRRI 
COMPUTER ENTHUSIASTS 


PRESIDEHT 
VICE PRES 

TRERSURER 

LIBRRRIRN 

SECRETARY 

SYSOP 

B85 


NIKE KERMIN 
BILL RU5TIN 

BUDDY SMRLLMOOB 
BOB MRRTIN 
JOHN MRSCHMEIER 
SRM YU 


301/815-1111 

301/263-1861 

301/1326863 

301/818-1611 

301/211-2110 

301/662-5586 

301/611-8183 


MEETINGS: Fourth Tuesday of each Month, 
7:00PM to 9:30PM, Malkersville High School, 
MS Route 194, one Mile North oF MO Route 
26 (Liberty Road}. 

HEM members: Dues $20 yearly per FaMily; 
includes subscription to Current Notes. 
Send check, payable to FRCE, to Buddy 
SMaliNOod, POB 300, Keedysville, MO 21756. 


SOUTHERN MHRYLRND 
RTRRI USERS' GROUP 


PRESIDENT SRM SCHRINRR 301/813-1116 
SECRETARY DOROTHY LEDNHRDI 301/839-1363 
TRERSURER BOB BRRNETT 301/931-2611 
DISK LIB. JIM SRNNER 301/881-5810 


meetings: 7:30PM on the second Thursday 
oF each Month at the John Hanson Middle 
School in Waldorf, MD. Take MO Route 85. 
Proceed about 1/2 Mile East oF the inter¬ 
section oF Route 301 and take First leFt 
past the Kinney shoe store to the school. 

NEN members: Dues are $15.00/yr, including 
subscription to Current Notes. Mail check, 
payable to SNRUG, to Bob Barnett, P.0. Box 
612, NaldorF, NO 20601. 


PRESIDENT JOE HRTERS 103/150-1161 

VICE PRES JIM STEVENSON 103/318-1013 

TREASURER CURTI5 SRNDLER 103/131-1533 

SECRETRRY GEORGIA HERTHERHERD 103/138-1821 
PUBLICITY TERRY WHITE 103/560-1126 

ME MB/SHIP ERRL LILLEY 103/281-1011 

PR06RHM5 DAVE MEYER 103/155-1115 

DEM05 DENNI5 MCCORMICK 103/130-1552 

SEMINRRS DONNR YARBROUGH 103/255-3161 

EDUCRTION OIRNR BURDT 103/125-5013 

DI5K LIB. M. EVRN BROOKS 103/351-1182 

MEETINGS: 2nd Sunday oF each Month, 5:30 
to 8:30PM, in the large RuditoriuM at the 
Nash. Gas Light Bldg., 6801 Industrial Rd., 
Rd., Springfield, UR. FroM the Northwest: 
Beltway (1495) to East on Braddock (620); 
to South on Backlick (617). Frow the 
Northeast: Shirley Highway (13%) to Nest 
cm Edsall Road (648) to South chi Back lick. 
Take a leFt at the light by industrial Rd. 
Washington Gas Light is the second bldg, 
on the right. 


NEM MEMBERS: Dues are $15/year, including 
subscription to Current Notes. Send check, 
payable to NOVRTRRI, to Curtis Sandler, 
7213 idylMood Court, Falls Church, UR 
22043. 


MDDDBRIDBE RTRRI 
COMPUTER USERS' GROUP 


PRESIDENT JACK HOLTZHRUER 103/610-6115 

FIH5T VP DAVE MRRRRNDETTE 103/610-1615 

VP-EDUCRTION TIM MITCHELL 103/221-1122 

VP-LIHI5DN CECIL RLTON 103/610-1812 

SECRETRRY MIKE STRINGER 103/186-8155 

TRERSURER CURT PIERITZ 103/191-3101 

LIBRRRIRN HRNIE TURK 103/610-2511 

meetings: Monthly, 7-10PM, usually on 3rd 
TUE, in the CoMMunity Room, PotoMac Branch, 
Prince Killian county Library, Opitz Blvd., 
Moodbridge, UR. Exact dates: OCT 15, NOV 
26 (4th TUE), DEC 17, JRN 21, FEB 18, MRR 
17 (3rd MON), RPR 15, MAY 20, JUN 17. 
Entering Noedbridge Frew either the North 
or South on Route si. proceed to the inter¬ 
section oF RT 81 and Opitz Blvd. (adjacent 
to Moodbridge LincoIn-Mercury). Turn Nest 
on Opitz and take the First leFt turn into 
the library’s parking lot. The CoMMunity 
Room is located to your leFt iMNediately 
upon entering the wain building. 

NEN MEMBERS: Fee is $10/per yr plus $1.00 
Monthly dues; includes subscription to 
Current Notes For Members in good standing. 
Send checks, payktle to NRCUG, to Mike 
Stringer/ 709 RutherFord Drive, 
Fredericksburg, UR 22401. 
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THE BEST Personal SOFTWARE 
FOR THE 520ST 

At a SPECIAL USER GROUP PRICEI 
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Av» l! 


The disk utility that every ST owner 
should have. 

Quite simply, Personal DiskKit is what 
you would expect from OSS: a com¬ 
prehensive utility to examine, repair, 
and modify any GemDOS (TOS) disk¬ 
ette. Easy-to-use, with pull-down 
menus, a mouse or keyboard driven 
cursor, optional command keys, multi¬ 
ple buffers... completely integrated 
with the GEM desk-top environment. 

And only OSS gives you full source 
code! Because Personal DiskKit is a 
full-blown, GEM-based program, you 
can learn how to write your own appli¬ 
cations to take advantage of GEM’s 
capabilities. 


*MacIntosh is a trademark of Apple Computer, Inc. 
ST, 520ST, and Atari are trademarks of Atari Corp. 


Aval 


The first Pascal for ST computers is 
destined to be the best! 

Trust OSS to start you off in this effi¬ 
cient and popular language with a 
complete programming system— 
everything you need to start writing 
programs tomorrow. Editor, compiler, 
libraries, and more. 

Enjoy a language that starts with the 
international (ISO) standard and then 
adds the features an Atari program¬ 
mer would expect. Compatible string 
handling, powerful debugging options, 
special code optimizer—and the famous 
OSS support! 

Find out why hundreds of thousands of 
programmers—from beginners to ex¬ 
perts— rate Pascal as their favorite 
language. Hundreds of schools and 
dozens of books teach Pascal. Thous¬ 
ands of available programs are written 
in Pascal. Why wait? Buy Personal 
Pascal now and step into the future. 



liable IstH- 


Aval! 

Computer intelligence just became a 
little less artificial. 

Discover the world of logic program¬ 
ming, a world where the computer 
actually tries to help you solve prob¬ 
lems.... Personal Prolog keeps working 
until it finds the answer you want. 
Only Personal Prolog brings this as¬ 
tonishing “Fifth Generation” lan¬ 
guage to the desktop of your Macintosh 
or ST computer. 

Personal Prolog is more than just 
another programming language: it’s a 
complete multiple window environ¬ 
ment—-with integrated editor, com¬ 
piler, debugging aids, and all the 
built-in support you need to explore 
the world of artificial intelligence. 

Use Personal Prolog to draw conclu¬ 
sions, interpret human language, 
create expert systems, and much 
more. Buy Personal Prolog now and 
learn why Prolog is fast becoming a 
worldwide favorite... the language for 
intelligent programming. 


SPECIAL USER GROUP Pre-Production SALE! 

Hurry and be first in line for shipment of OSS’s new line of ST products at 25% or more off the retail price. Send $66.00 plus $3.00 
shipping for Personal Pascal or Personal Prolog (retail price $89.95 each). Or send $29.00 plus $2.00 shipping for Personal DiskKit 
(retail price $39.95). Shipments to begin as indicated above, first come first serve. For large orders please call. 
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Optimized Systems Software, Inc. 

1221B Kentwood Avenue, San Jose, California 95129 (408)446-3099 













